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LETTERS FROM THE FIELD: ALICE CUNNINGHAM FLETCHER 

IN NEZ PERCE COUNTRY, 1889-1892 

PART 1: COMMISSIONER 1889-1890 

Caroline D. Carley 

ABSTRACT 

In 1889, Special Indian Agent Alice Cunningham Fletcher arrived in Idaho to 
implement the Dawes Severalty Act of 1887 and allot the Nez Perce Reservation. 
During her four field seasons in Nez Perce Country, Alice Fletcher wrote 
numerous letters to her employer, Commissioner of Indian Affairs Thomas 
Jefferson Morgan in Washington, D. C., and to her mentor, Frederic W. Putnam at 
Harvard University. These two collections of letters are published here. Her 
professional correspondence describes the progress of allotment work and the 
gathering of anthropological information. The content of the letters offers a 
unique glimpse of the challenges faced by a government agent in the facilitation 
of allotment and by an anthropologist in the collection of ethnographic data. 

NARN Editors' Preface 

Although the life and diverse activities of Alice Fletcher have been researched in a 
variety of sources and publications, few permit the intimate view of her professional and 
personal life with Indians found in the following letters. Caroline Carley has done the field a 
major service by transcribing these difficult letters. Most prior studies of Fletcher have 
emphasized her pioneering role as a female anthropologist among the Omaha and Nez Perce 
(Bibliography). Her role as a federal agent in the usurpation and wholesale transfer to whites of 
tribal lands under the Dawes Act is less well acknowledged or understood in such studies. Tribal 
members of today are far less proud of her activities than the writers who wish to enshrine her as 
an anthropological heroine. The following collection of letters reveal some of the doubt and 
inner turmoil she felt in her role as federal allotment agent. The conflicts of role Fletcher 
experienced while implementing federal policy among Indians was to become the experience of 
all succeeding generations of anthropologists who have remained largely unsuccessful in 
resolving conflicts created by serving both the federal government and the tribes. 

There can be little doubt that Fletcher understood the negative effects of the forced 
assimilation philosophy behind the Dawes Act as well as the role of influential whites bordering 
the reservations who coveted even more Indian land than the thousands of acres they had already 
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acquired by treaty as well as the damage from politically appointed Agents. Few contemporary 
Tribal people cannot agree that she should be blamed for some of the damage she helped inflict 
on them and their descendants. Clearly, it was her primary goal and purpose to convince very 
reluctant tribal members to relinquish a majority of their remaining homeland to the whites while 
at the same time she was genuinely concerned about the people. These letters are especially 
revealing of this and add a significant new aspect to research on Fletcher's life as both 
anthropologist and federal allotment agent. 

Introduction 

Two ethnographic manuscripts prepared by anthropologist Alice Fletcher on the Nez 
Perce Indians, but never published by her, were recently printed in NARN (Sappington and 
Carley 1995; Sappington, Carley, Reid, and Gallison 1995). A biography by Joan Mark (1988) 
is an invaluable source of information for details of Fletcher's professional career, which 
extended far beyond the boundaries of Nez Perce Country and the years 1889-1892. 

Fletcher's letters have been transcribed from photocopies of her hand written 
correspondence (Fig. 1) during allotment work on the Nez Perce Reservation in Idaho 
(Fig. 2). These were sent to her employer, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs Morgan in 
Washington, D. C. and to her professional mentor, Professor Frederic W. Putnam at Harvard 
University. In the Putnam collection there is also an occasional note to Putnam's secretary, Miss 
Smith. Alice Fletcher's letters from the field offer a wealth of information on the daily 
challenges and progression of allotment and also, an insight into one anthropologist's attempt to 
collect ethnographic data. 

Alice Fletcher was employed for ten years by the Bureau of Indian Affairs as a Special 
Indian Agent to carry out allotment on Indian reservations under the Dawes Severalty Act of 
1887. Fletcher arrived in Idaho to allot the Nez Perce Reservation after her completion of 
allotment for the Omaha and Winnebago. Her work on the Nez Perce Reservation would prove 
to be her most challenging. When she arrived in 1889, Fletcher assumed the allotment would be 
completed in one season. She returned to Idaho three more times, finishing in 1892, after four 
April through November field seasons. Allotment entailed three objectives: 1) to register every 
Nez Perce man, woman, and child; 2) to grade the reservation land as to agricultural or grazing; 
and 3) to allot land to each registered Nez Perce. To each male head of family 160 acres would 
be allotted; to each child over eighteen, 80 acres; and to each child under 18, 40 acres. Land 
graded grazing would be double in size (Mark 1988: 171 ). 

Fletcher's letters to the Commissioner (Table 1) address numerous aspects of field work 
and allotment. They describe in great detail the many obstacles she encounters and her 
determination to overcome them and carry allotment to completion. She requests supplies, 
equipmen~ and permission to proceed; laments lost mail and misplaced bank deposits; describes 
the difficulty of traversing the many canyons which adds miles and days to her work; asks for 
answers to countless allotment questions; gives lengthy histories of land disputes; details the 
many challenges resulting from inadequate surveys, uncooperative agents, and misinformed 
settlers; and reports the slow and arduous progress of registering, grading, and allotting. In the 
four years of correspondence it becomes obvious that Fletcher encountered more challenges than 
she thought possible in the allotment of the Nez Perce Reservation. 
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Fig. 1 (1 ). Letter to Commissioner of Indian Affairs from Alice Fletcher. 
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When Fletcher arrived in Idaho, at the age of 51, she was also IO years into an 
anthropological career. At the age of 40 she began lecturing publicly on prehistoric America and 
several years later pursued informal training with Frederic Putnam at Harvard's Peabody 
Museum. Throughout her career she was a member and leader of a number of scientific 
societies, published scores of monographs, and transcribed and preserved hundreds of Indian 
songs. Among the Nez Perce Indians, Fletcher had every intention of pursuing her 
anthropological interests and collecting ethnographic information as she worked on allotment. 
Fletcher's letters to Putnam are primarily concerned with her continued anthropological 
endeavors. She informs him (Table 2) of her attempts to prepare manuscripts for publication, her 
intentions of presenting papers, and her efforts to collect material culture and ethnographic 
details. She agrees to help Franz Boas acquire anthropomorphic measurements, discusses ideas 
for the World's Columbian Exposition, requests help to record Nez Perce songs, and reports on 
her work with informants. Fletcher found, however, that her daily work of allotment took a great 
deal more time and energy than she had anticipated and continually laments the difficulty she has 
finding time for her scientific pursuits. 

In 1892 Fletcher left Nez Perce Country exhausted and discouraged, though confident she 
had done the best job circumstances allowed. She had worked diligently in the face of many 
obstacles, traversing thousands of miles of the reservation, registering hundreds of individuals, 
and completing nearly 2000 allotments. The Nez Perce Reservation was her last assignment as a 
Special Indian Agent for allotment and though she lived until 1923 contributing to the field of 
anthropology, Fletcher never published the material she collected while among the Nez Perce 
(Sappington and Carley 1995; Sappington, Carley, Reid, and Gallison 1995). 
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TABLE 1 

LETTERS SENT BY ALICE C. FLETCHER (1889-1892a) 

TO THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Date 

1889 
28 May 1889 
30 May 1889 
5 June 1889 
5 June 1889 
5 June 1889 
5 June 1889 
8 June 1889 
11 June 1889 
11 June 1889 
13 June 1889 
14 June 1889 
15 June 1889 
18 June 1889 
19 June 1889 
20 June 1889 
20 June 1889 
20 June 1889 
24 June 1889 
25 June 1889 
26 June 1889 
26 June 1889 
26 June 1889 
29 June 1889 
1 July 1889 
9 July 1889 
15 July 1889 
15 July 1889 
19 July 1889 
25 July 1889 
27 July 1889 
2 August 1889 
2 August 1889 
5 August 1889 
17 August 1889 
23 August 1889 
26 August 1889 
26 August 1889 
2 September 1889 
3 September 1889 

Letter No. 

(14656) 
(14826) 
(15493) 
(15493) 
(15494) 
(15698) 
(15976) 
(15536) 
(16063) 
(15549) 
(16570) 
(16607) 
(16979) 
(16980) 
(17002) 
(17003) 
(17004) 
(17402) 
(17565) 
(17556) 
(17567) 
(17736) 
(18014) 
(18667) 
(18244) 
(20062) 
(20118) 
(20969) 
(21213) 
(22117) 
(22322) 
(22323) 
(22738) 
(23939) 
(24579) 
(24715) 
(25370) 
(25633) 
(25592) 

From 

Lewiston, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Lewiston, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Lewiston, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Lewiston 
In the Field, Nez Perce Reservation 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
In the Field, Nez Perce Reservation 
Kamiah, Nez Perce Agency 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
Kamiah, in the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
Kamiah 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 



63 

TABLE 1 CONTINUED: LETTERS SENT BY FLETCHER TO THE COMMISSIONER 

7 September 1889 (25962) In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
9 September 1889 (26355) In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
16 September 1889 (270 l 0) In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
16 September 1889 (27011) In Camp, S Fork Clearwater, Nez Perce Agency 
1 October 1889 (29807) In Camp, S. Fork Clearwater, Nez Perce Agency 
5 October 1889 (29030) In Camp, e. side, S. Fork Clearwater, N. P. Res. 
10 October 1889 (29808) In Camp, S. Fork Clearwater, Nez Perce Agency 
10 October 1889 (29872) In Camp, S. Fork Clearwater, Nez Perce Agency 
17 October 1889 (3061 7) Kamiah 
19 October 1889 (30861) Kamiah 
4 November 1889 (31494) Lewiston 
11 November 1889 (33715) Kamiah 
23 November 1889 (34 725) Nez Perce Agency 
23 November 1889 (34 726) Nez Perce Agency 
23 November 1889 (34727) Nez Perce Agency 
30 November 1889 (35490) Ft. Lapwai 
30 November 1889 (35456) Ft. Lapwai 
24 December 1889 (173) Washington, D. C. 
24 December 1889 (175) Washington, D. C. 
26 December 1889. (1262 typed) Washington, D. C. 
28 December 1889 (175) Washington, D. C. 
28 December 1889 (176) Washington, D. C. 
30 December 1889 (369 typed) Washington, D. C. 
30 December 1889 (370 typed) Washington, D. C. 
30 December 1889 (371 typed) Washington, D. C. 
30 December 1889 (372 typed) Washington, D. C. 

18902 
January 1890 
2 January 1890 
4 January 1890 
4 January 1890 
4 January 1890 
4 February 1890 
13 March 1890 
17 March 1890 
2 May 1890 
4 May 1890 
8 May 1890 
12 May 1890 
16 May 1890 
30 May 1890 
14 June 1890 
14 June 1890 
26 June 1890 
27 June 1890 

(373 typed) 
(374 typed) 
(268) 
(294) 
(295) 
(3371) 
(7855) 
(8772) 
(16170a) 
(14906) 
(16170b) 
(16171) 
(16207) 
(17304) 
(19277) 
(20064) 
(20774) 
(20776) 

Washington, D. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
Ft. Lapwai 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Nez Perce Agency 
Kamiah 
Kamiah 
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TABLE 1 CONTINUED: LETTERS SENT BY FLETCHER TO THE COMMISSIONER 

5 July 1890 
11 July 1890 
12 July 1890 
26 July 1890 
18 August 1890 
27 September 1890 
29 September 1890 
1 October 1890 
1 October 1890 
2 October 1890 
4 October 1890 
6 October 1890 
8 October 1890 
11 October 1890 
11 October 1890 

1891 
29 January 1891 
2 February 1891 
1 May 1891 
2 May 1891 
11 May 1891 
18 May 1891 
18 May 1891 
2 June 1891 
2 June 1891 
15 June 1891 
15 June 1891 
22 June 1891 
27 June 1891 
2 July 1891 
2 July 1891 
6 July 1891 
8 July 1891 
15 July 1891 
17 July 1891 
3 August 1891 
10 August 1891 
10 August 1891 
12 August 1891 
15 August 1891 
15 August 1891 
22 August 1891 
22 August 1891 

(21620) 
(22656) 
(22804) 
(24086) 
(26504) 
(30641) 
(30619) 
(30956) 
(30957) 
(31701) 
(31702) 
(31830) 
(32432) 
(32434) 
(32425) 

( 4408 typed) 
(4406 typed) 
(16921) 
(17142) 
(18416) 
(19412) 
(19413) 
(20775) 
(21013) 
(22635) 
(22697) 
(23214) 
(23923) 
(23437) 
(24489) 
(25160) 
(26280) 
(26916) 
(30459) 
(29435) 
(30199) 
(30210) 
(30568) 
(30728) 
(30729) 
(31750) 
(31776) 

Kamiah 
Kamiah 
Kamiah 
Kamiah 
In Camp, Nez Perce Reservation 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Nez Perce Agency 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 

Washington, D. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Nez Perce Reservation 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Ft. Lapwai 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Lewiston 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
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TABLE t CONTINUED: LETTERS SENT BY FLETCHER TO THE COMMISSIONER 

12 September 1891 
25 September 1891 
5 October 1891 
21 October 1891 
2 November 1891 
10 November 1891 
18 November 1891 
28 November 1891 

1892 
18 February 1892 
4 April 1892 
10 May 1892 
23 May 1892 
23 May 1892 
26 May 1892 
6 June 1892 
28 May 1892 
10 June 1892 
27 June 1892 
27 June 1892 
30 June 1892 
2 July 1892 
4 July 1892 
7 July 1892 
18 July 1892 
19 July 1892 
30 July 1892 
30 July 1892 
30 July 1892 
15 August 1892 
16 August 1892 
16 August 1892 
17 August 1892 
17 August 1892 
20 August 1892 
20 August 1892 
30 August 1892 
5 September 1892 
7 September 1892 
13 September 1892 
8 October 1892 
30 November 1892 
21 December 1892 

(34143) 
(35629) 
(36894) 
(40434) 
(41195) 
(41479) 
(42197) 
(43192) 

(7597) 
(13478) 
(18712) 
(19818) 
(19819) 
(20194) 
(22153) 
(20465) 
(22174) 
(24009) 
(24010) 
(24909) 
(24910) 
(24911) 
(25271) 
(26943) 
(26945) 
(29920) 
(28930) 
(28931) 
(30742) 
(30860) 
(30888) 
(30889) 
(30890) 
(31172) 
(31173) 
(31174) 
(33360) 
(33478) 
(34158) 
(36371) 
(42680 typed) 
(45423) 

Nez Perce Agency 
In Camp, Nez Perce Reservation 
In Camp, Nez Perce Reservation 
In Camp, Nez Perce Reservation 
In Camp, Nez Perce Reservation 
Nez Perce Agency 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 

Washington, D. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
Ft. Lapwai 
Nez Perce Agency 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
In Camp, Nez Perce Reservation 
In Camp, Nez Perce Reservation 
In Camp, Nez Perce Reservation 
In Camp, N. Fork Clearwater 
In Camp, N. Fork Clearwater 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Washington, D. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
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TABLE2 

LETTERS SENT BY ALICE C. FLETCHER (1889-1892b) 

TO F. W. PUTNAM, PEABODY MUSEUM 

Date 

1889 
20 May 1889 
2 August 1889 
17 August 1889 
20 September 1889 
15 October 1889 

1890 
20 August 1890 
28 September 1890 
27 October 1890 

1891 
4 April 1891 
IO April 1891 
29 April 1891 
5 May 1891 
19 May 1891 
22 May 1891 
5 June 1891 
7 June 1891 
20 June 1891 
22 June 1891 
13 July 1891 
6 August 1891 
11 November 1891 
28 November 1891 
28 November 1891 
4 December 1891 

1892 
27 June 1892 
8 July 1892 
13 July 1892 
31 July 1892 
5 August 1892 
11 September 1892 

From 

Washington, D.C. 
Camping in the Field, Nez Perce Reservation 
In the Field, Nez Perce Reservation 
In Camp, S. Fork of Clearwater River 
In Camp, S. Fork of Clearwater River 

Mt. Idaho, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 

On the train 
Enroute, Chicago 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai,ldaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 

Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
S. Fork Clearwater River 
In Camp Nez Perce Reservation, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
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THE LETTERS 

Symbols used for omitted portions include: 

,r The salutation to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. This repetitious item was almost 
uniformly addressed to the Honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs followed on the 
second line by Sir. There was, however, a great deal of variation in the abbreviations used. 

§ The signature block of Alice Fletcher. Also highly repetitious, the normal pattern was 
Respectfully, on the first line; Alice C. Fletcher on the second, and Special Indian Agent on 
the third. The most common alternative was to leave off the third line, especially on reports 
lacking text. Again the use of abbreviations was extensive and variable. 

1889 Letters to Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

May 28, 1889 (14656) 
Lewiston, Idaho 
,r 
I have the pleasure of reporting my arrival at my field of duty this morning. 

I have met here Agent Montieth and, by his advice, shall stay at this place for a day or so to be 
nearer mail communications and to secure the services of a surveyor and to attend to other 
preliminary matters before taking the field for allotting. 
§ 

May 30, 1889 ( 14826) 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
,r 
In Township 35 North, Range 4 West, lies a military and a hay reservation, the former containing 
669.66 acres, upon which are a number of buildings used by the Agency and a government 
school for boys, the hay reservation contains 655.64 acres. These two reservations lie along the 
Lapwai Creek for three miles. I am informed that these reservations have been transferred from 
the War Dept. to the Interior Dept. for Indian school purposes and the buildings and etc. are not 
carried upon the Agents return. I would respectfully ask for information as to the status of the 
land covered by these reservations and for instructions as to the application of the Act of Feb. 8, 
1887 to the same. 
§ 

June 5, 1889 (15493) 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
,r 
I would respectfully report that having spent some days looking over the land upon this 
reservation in the vicinity of the Agency and seeking information from Indians and white men 
concerning other parts of the same, I am inclined to think that the estimates hitherto made 
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concerning the proportion of agricultural land upon this reservation have been exaggerated. The 
valleys, or creek bottoms, contain the only land which is strictly agricultural and these are all 
narrow and quite limited in extent. The bench land rising above the bottoms, in some localities 
will grow small grain under the most favorable circumstances, but without irrigation, no 
vegetables can be raised or sure crops of any kind secured. 

I find it will [be] necessary for me to visit personally every part of this reservation in order to 
know accurately the character of the land and to estimate the amount which is agricultural. As 
the number of Nez Perce Indians is unknown it is all the more necessary that I have full 
knowledge of the resources of this reservation in order to meet future demands of allottees. 

I find that these Indians own large numbers of ponies but they are small and more or less wild 
and unfitted for the work of continuous travel. There are also very few vehicles owned by the 
Indians and so far I have failed to find any wagon or horses suitable for my work. In view of 
these circumstances and in case I cannot find proper transportation which I can hire, I enclose a 
request to be permitted to purchase the means of transportation and at the close of my work to 
tum the same over to the Agency. 
§ 

June 5, 1889 (15493) 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
1 
I would respectfully ask for authority to expend three hundred and seventy-five ($375.00) 
dollars, or so much there of as may be necessary in the open market, [to] purchase one pair of 
horses; one set of double harness; and suitable wagon for my transportation over this reservation 
in allotting the same to the Indians. Its constant use for many months will be necessary and I 
cannot be supplied with transportation by the Agent. 
§ 

June 5, 1889 (15494) 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
1 
I have the honor to report that I have engaged James Stewart as my driver and interpreter at a 
salary of sixty dollars per month. 

It is absolutely necessary that I have a competent and trusty man who understands both 
languages as my driver. I am constantly moving about among the people and it is the exception 
to find men and women with a sufficient knowledge of English to understand the explanations I 
must give them concerning the Severalty Act of Feb. 8, 1887 and to make clear to them other 
matters concerning their land and allotments. 

James Stewart is well educated, having attended the Chimawe School at Salem, Oregon. He 
reads and writes and bears a good reputation as to his character. 

I would respectfully ask approval of his employment by me as above stated. 
§ 
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I have the pleasure to report that I have secured the services of Mr. Edson Briggs of Pataha City, 
Washington as Surveyor at a per diem of eight dollars per day ($8). 

Mr. Briggs is a competent man who has done surveying for the government in the past and is 
well acquainted with the Country. The task assigned him will involve camping for the season, 
from one hundred to one hundred and fifty miles from any base of supplies, and necessitate a 
considerable camp outfit. He can not therefore do his work and find all his transportation for any 
less sum. I may state that I have had communications with several men in Spokane Falls and 
elsewhere and found them all engaged at ten dollars per day. 

I will report upon Indian assistants as soon as I am sure the proper Indians are secured. I am 
trying certain men at present. 

I would respectfully request the approval of the above engagement of Mr. Briggs. 
§ 

June 8, 1889 (15976) 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 

1 
I have the honor to report that I am here at Fort Lapwai with the Surveyor who has been trying to 
establish the boundaries of the military and hay reservations. These occupy the choicest part of 
the Lapwai Valley and together with the agricultural land from the mouth of the Lapwai to its 
junction with the Sweetwater. This valley and the others where the Indians are living are narrow 
and winding, shut in by banks from 5 to 800 feet high, rocky and unfit in the most part even for 
pasture. Upon the flats these precipices and basalt terraces are laid out in 20 acre tracts as 
though the territory was prairie land. Upon the uplands, beyond the banks, small grains can be 
grown under the most favorable circumstances, but the crops are apt to fail. A bad wind storm 
last Tuesday burnt up all the grain upon these lands in this vicinity. Irrigation is impossible and 
no trees or vegetables can be raised and even pasturage is uncertain during the summer months. 
These lands therefore should be allotted as grazing lands, a decision concurred in by all the 
government offices at present here and the Surveyor. 

The western portion of the reservation which I have seen, except the land bordering the white 
settlements to the north and southwest, has been over rated and it will be difficult to find enough 
suitable land to allot the Indians near where they are at present living so that they may be self 
supporting in the future. The Nez Perce in their part of the reservation can hardly be called an 
agricultural people. They live mainly by their stock, but this reservation has been pretty well 
occupied as a free grazing ground for white men's cattle and the Indian stock has suffered in 
consequence. 

It is proper that I report that there is considerable opposition to taking land in Severalty. Upon 
my journey toward Lewiston I heard the people talking of "the opening of the reservation" and 
they evidently were unacquainted with the Severalty Act. It was the received opinion that as 
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soon as the Indians were allotted, all the remainder of the reservation would be thrown open as 
pub1ic lands. Many even have settled on the border to have a good chance to enter when the time 
came. Cattlemen however preferred the present condition which afforded a free range. No one 
in Lewiston seemed to be acquainted with the provisions of the land governing allotments. The 
Indians knew no more than the white people, except a few returned students from Chimawe and 
Carlisle schools who had read the Act of Feb. 8, 1887. 

I have held two talks with the people. At the one today I had the law translated to them in full, 
but it is hard for them to set aside the statements of men whom they know and who have been 
warned not to believe me. This distrust is strengthened because of the appointment of a man as 
their Agent whom nearly every member of the tribe seems to hold as an enemy. His appointment 
and my advent coming about the same time are classed together as indicative that the 
Government means to appease and wrong them, Nez Perce. This belief makes my position one 
of delicacy and difficulty and seems likely to promise complications in the future. 

Another cause of trouble lies in the fact that the reservation boundaries have been encroached 
upon. The stones and stakes have been set further and further in with each new wave of settlers. 
This trespassing has been going on for the past 7 or 8 years I am informed. The Agents have 
been notified by the Indians but the white men have remained and advanced further upon the 
Indian land. As the Act of Feb. 8, 1887 requires the Agent to assist the Special Agent these 
Indians claim that although I may wish to remove the intruders, the Agent, who in the past failed 
to act against the white men, will do the same thing again. 

I hold another council on Monday June 10, 1889. 
§ 

June 11, 1889 (15536) Telegram 
Lewiston, Idaho 
,r 
Send field notes of original survey of Boundary of Nez Perce reservation according to treaty of 
eighteen hundred sixty three. 
§ 

June 11, 1889 (16063) 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
,r 
Yesterday I telegraphed for the field notes of the original survey of the boundary of the Nez 
Perce reservation according to the treaty of 1863. I did so as it is important to receive them with 
the utmost speed. 

The facts concerning the boundary of this reservation seem to be as follows: with the settling up 
of the country county surveyors have run lines which should strike the line of the reservation; 
this line not being easily found at all points, these surveyors have established their own comers, 
frequently using the needle which is of little service in this country. The solar instrument being 
the only trustworthy indicator. The result is a zigz.ag line and two or three sets of comers. Upon 
the north there are at least two sets of blazed lines and upon the East and South and West the 
lines have been moored so as to throw some of the Indians who have lived for years on their 
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claims outside the reservation and in one instance the line has been moved in 28 rods for a 
distance of two miles taking from the Indians a valuable spring. Two years or more ago there 
seems to have been a survey of the boundaries which caused much disturbance to the Indians as 
it considerably reduced the reservation. 

To reestablish the line according to the original survey which accorded with treaty of 1863, the 
field notes are necessary. With their aid, in spite of obliteration of mounds and the moving of 
monuments and blazing to trees, the old line can be found and established. The Surveyor also 
wishes the field notes of the subdivisions and township lines, as the bearings given in the plats 
will not follow the lines in the field. This is also true of the boundary lines. The reestablishment 
of the original boundary is needful to assure these Indians that the Government which they 
trusted, in peace and when part of their kindred were at war, does not mean to defraud them. 
They have never sold any land and yet they have seen their border lines recede until as one old 
man said yesterday in council, ''the line was once far over my head it is now below my waist." 
Not only does justice demand the restoration of the land taken by white Settlers on the border, 
but the success of the work of allotment depends upon this laying down of the right lines 
between the whites and Indians. 
§ 

June 13, 1889 (15549) Telegram 
Lewiston, Idaho 

1 
Must have transportation over Reservation none available here. Have asked authority to 
purchase but special Agent Welton says good team, harness and wagon purchased by Umatilla 
Commissioner Stanton and left at Umatilla is not needed there I can get it here in five days for 
ten dollars transportation expense. May I send for it. Please wire authority. 
§ 

June 14, 1889 (16570) 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 

1 
It will be necessary for me to make Kamiah my headquarters for the next four or five months and 
to go out from there camping as I do my work. There is an abandoned government building I 
think I can make to serve as shelter. But I am in need of a few articles to live with, such as a 
bed, mattress blankets, and the like. There is quite a large supply of these in the warehouse and 
in view of the fact of the costliness of all articles [?] to life in the towns near here and the 
difficulty of transportation, by pack horses from the settlements into Kamiah, and also as the few 
things I should need would not be needed here in all probability, I would respectfully ask if such 
articles as are absolutely necessary could be loaned me and receipted for by me and returned to 
the Agency when I am through with them. If this can be granted it will be a help in a line that 
will be no loss to the service, but of great assistance to me. I have purchased my tent and camp 
outfit. Please wire reply as I wish to start out as soon as possible. 
§ 
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June 15, 1889 (16607) 
Nez Perce Agency~ Idaho 
1 
I have the honor to report that I am still at the Agency. I have held an all day council with the 
Indians explaining the Severalty Act to them and listening to their objections and seeking to 
remove them. The principal difficulty is the facts of faith in the promises of the government. 
This renders any assertion as to the law subject to a heavy discount of belief. 

I have agreed to endeavors to establish the old boundaries according to the treaty of 1863 and the 
Surveyor started on that work last Tuesday. Now that I have found the field notes, their presence 
not being known to any one now in the office before your telegram reached me, the work can be 
prosecuted successfully. I hope soon to be able to make a report as to what new surveys must be 
made in order to allot the best lands. The establishing of the correct boundaries will allay much 
trouble in the minds of the Indians. 

I am preparing to move into camp as soon as I receive my transportation. 
§ 

June 18, 1889 (16979) 
Nez Perce Indian Agency, Idaho 
1 
I would respectfully ask instructions concerning the following loss of claims upon lands: 

Article 3: of the Nez Perce treaty of 1863 provides for the allotment of every male of 21 years of 
age and upon this provision I find in the files of the office a decision of the Dept. dated Apr. 24, 
1884 marked "L 6794 1884" stating that "no female . . . is entitled to an allotment." Not 
withstanding the wording of the law, several women, widowed and wives of white men, have 
selected and improved lands and in some instances are living on these lands. There are also 
persons who are now trying to jump their claims and improvements, claiming that as the treaty 
gave women no rights they cannot claim their selections or their improvements in taking 
allotments. I understand both the letter and the spirit of the Severalty Act gives to the Indians, 
without discrimination of sex, their actual improvements and therefore the treaty restrictions as 
to sex should not cover the land actually worked or lived upon. But whether the Severalty Act 
could over ride the treaty in regard to selections of land made by women some time since I do 
not like to decide without instructions. 
§ 

June 19, 1889 (16980) 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
,r 
From all that I can learn it seems likely that there are mineral lands upon this reservation and I 
desire to receive instruction concerning them, and answers to the following questions: 

Can the Indians enter claims upon mineral lands? And what shall be their mode of procedure? 

Shall the Surveyor stake out such lands as we may run across in allotment and shall I report such 
lands to the Department? 
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There arc bars in the Clearwater river which would pay to work: should any Indian request to 
have that privilege, how should he apply and under what terms could he work the bar? 

May I request a speedy reply as these are questions I shall have to meet as soon as I start out 
from the Agency. 
§ 

June 20, 1889 (17002) 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 

1 
I would respectfully request to be furnished the latest issue of the Manual of Instructions upon 
Public Surveys as that in the possession of the Surveyor Mr. E. Briggs, late U.S. Deputy 
Surveyor in Washington Terr'y, bears the date of 1881 and may not contain regulations now in 
force. 
§ 

June 20, 1889 (17003) 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 

1 
I have the honor to. report that the Surveyor Mr. Edson Briggs has made a tour along the western 
end of the north boundary of the reservation and has found that settlers have more or less 
encroached upon the reservation. This has been brought about by inaccurate county surveys and 
the obliteration of the mounds and monuments fixing the line of the reservation, which is not 
straight, but angling. He also reports about 15,000 acres of good agricultural land lying in the 
townships north of the Clearwater River. This land lies in townships which are but partially 
surveyed; vis: fractional Township 37N, R4W and Township 36, R4W. There is also about five 
acres of good land in the unsurveyed fractional Township 33N, Range 4W. 

These townships will be more or less allotted. I have already started out groups of Indians who 
will make selections there. 

There are other townships west of the Agency which are partly surveyed where allotments will 
be made. I can not give them because I have not yet been able to go on the land for lack of 
transportation which I hope to have in a few days. 

I would respectfully request that Mr. Edson Briggs the Surveyor, be authorized to make new 
surveys as they may be needed during allotment by closing in lines and subdivisions already 
begun on the surveys furnished me, and to report the same for approval. If this authority can be 
granted it will greatly facilitate the work both of surveying and allotment. The Indians are 
widely scattered and seem inclined to group themselves into settlements, there will therefore be 
parts of townships where subdivisions will be necessary and other parts where no survey will be 
needed, but where lines can be easily run and closed, when they should be wanted. Much time 
will also be saved, as I shall soon be from 75 to 100 miles from a post office and my mail 
communication must be very irregular; therefore to report upon a tract and await authority to 
survey it would be apt to set back a good share of the work of the season. 
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Hoping that this authority for surveying can be granted speedily. 

I remain, 
§ 

June 20, 1889 (17004) 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho , 
The Nez Perce Indians are forming themselves into settlements in different parts of the 
reservation widely separated from each other. They desire that as they are allotted in these 
settlements, certain tracts of land selected by them as a church and graveyard site, should be 
surveyed and set apart. I desire instructions as to how I shall report upon these sites and how I 
shall explain their tenure to the Indians. These sites I understand will be occupied by native 
churches, presided over by native ministers and will hardly come under the provision for mission 
allotments, as I understand the Indians would like to posses the title to the land, which they now 
select. 

To secure these tracts may require legislation. It will certainly be for the advantage of these 
Indians to possess these sites for churches and the orderly burial of the dead. 
§ 

June 24, 1889 (17402) 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho , 
I would respectfully ask that authority be granted for open market purchase of hay and oats as 
follows: 

2160 lbs. of oats at not exceeding 2 Yi cents per pound. 
4320 lbs. of hay at not exceeding 1 cent per pound. 

The same to be used for subsisting my team while in the field during the next quarter and to be 
purchased as required. 
§ 

June 25, 1889 (17565) 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho , 
In my communication of yesterday asking for authority to purchase hay and oats in open market 
I made an over estimate in the amounts asked for. I shall need 2000 lbs. of oats and 2500 lbs. of 
hay. I would therefore ask authority to purchase in open market for the subsistence of my team 
in the field, to be purchased as required: 

2000 lbs. of oats at a cost not exceeding 2 Y2 cents per lb. 
2500 lbs. of hay at a cost not exceeding 1 cent per lb. 
§ 



June 26, 1889 (17566) 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho , 

75 

I would respectfully ask that I be forwarded a copy of the "Regulations of Indian Dept" for my 
own use. There is but one copy here and I can therefore not borrow any for my use while in the 
field. 
§ 

June 26, 1889 (17567) 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho , 
Upon inquiry I find that I am likely to be, for some months to come, in parts of the reservation 
where some 70 to 100 miles will intervene between me and an office authorized to administer 
oaths. I can not therefore, without a long, difficult journey, occupying a week going and coming, 
swear to my accounts before a proper officer. In view of these facts I would respectfully ask that 
I be granted permission to "certify on honor" while so isolated on field duty (sec. 246. 
Regulations Ind. Dept.). 
§ 

June 26, 1889 (17736) 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
,r 
I have the honor to report that I am still at the Agency. The team and wagon turned over by 
Agent Moorehouse arrived safely in due time having been brought through with skill and care by 
my messenger during an intensely hot term. The horses are well adapted to my work. The 
wagon and harness needed considerable repairing which has been done at the Agency under the 
careful supervision of Special Agt. Welton. 

The entire Western boundary has been retraced, Surveyor Briggs finding all the old landmarks 
and setting right comers which had been lost. One man, Mr. J. D. Martin, was farming on the 
reservation, his lines having been run incorrectly by the county surveyor. He has agreed to move 
his fence to the proper line after harvest is over. The South boundary will next be run and I trust 
the authority will soon be received for the Surveyor to close in the lines in the unsurveyed and 
partially surveyed townships and sections. 

The difficulties incident to the incoming Agent, whose presence is resented by the tribe, 
considerably affects my work. The Indians feel aggrieved by the indifference shown toward 
their appeals and they distrust the good faith of the government in its laws as well as Executive 
Acts. In reply to the stimulating picture of citizenship, they say: "If the Government wishes to 
make us like white men, they should give us some of the consideration shown white men. We 
have asked but one thing, asked it by petitions bearing the name of nearly every man in the tribe, 
and what heed has been paid to our voice? When the government wants us to do anything it 
promises much and we are to be whitemen, when we ask one favor we are only Indians not 
worth heeding." Others say: ''We want no acres, if this man is to be our Agent, he is no friend. 
We had better leave the reservation, we are slaves here." 
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From careful observation I am led to believe that these Indians would accept allotment without 
difficulty if they were not so wrought up on account of the putting over them as their Agent the 
one man they seem to distrust with a strange unanimity. The excellent clerical qualifications of 
the incoming Agent do not appeal to the Indians; their feeling is based upon a long familiar 
acquaintance that gives the opposition the character of a family trouble, one of the most difficult 
troubles to control. That these Indians are over their wrongs and awaiting the result of the appeal 
of their appointed delegate, sent to Washington by money raised among themselves before the 
Inspector had left Lewiston, there is no doubt, and it is sincerely to be hoped that the 
Government will make no mistake and force an issue which all would regret. 

I leave the Agency at once and go to the Eastern part of the reservation to be absent for an 
indefinite period. I shall not be within mail communication and cannot therefore report again for 
sometime. 
§ 

June 29, 1889 (18014) 
Nez Perce Agency , 
I have the honor to report that owing to a heavy rainstorm setting in just as I was ready to start 
for the Eastern part of the reservation, I am still at the Agency, but I expect from indications of 
the weather to be able to leave here by sunrise Monday, July I. We have a difficult mountain to 
climb about 12 miles from here which is almost impassable in wet weather. 

Letters have been received by me from whitemen located within the line of the Survey of 1870 
and the Survey of 1887 of the boundary asking if the land between these lines is to be restored to 
the Indians. As soon as possible I shall visit these ranches, ascertain the amount of Indian land 
taken, and report upon the same. 
I sincerely hope that authority to allow the Surveyor to close the lines and subdivide within the 
townships of the survey will soon be granted as I shall need these tracts for allotment very 
shortly. 
§ 

July 1, 1889 (18108) 
Nez Perce Indian Agency, Idaho , 
I have the honor to report that as I was on the point of starting out to the Eastern part of the 
reservation, the harness which I had receipted for to Agent Moorehouse of Umatilla Agency 
proved to be worthless and unfit for service. It has a patched up and [?] harness, the tugs were 
spliced and mended and were originally too light for mountain travel. There were no holdbacks, 
or breaching, or[?]. The reins were broken and tom and the metal [?] badly worn. The collars, 
too, had lost their padding and the heavy strain of a load proved the rottenness of the leather. As 
it was absolutely important for me to at once take the field, it was impossible for me to mail for 
authority to purchase. I therefore have today purchased an excellent handmade harness suitable 
for the mountain travel and would respectfully ask authority covering the purchase and also 
authority to issue certified voucher under Sections 58 and 59. Regulations of Indian Department. 
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I would also respectfully ask permission to turn the old set of harness to Agent Montieth and to 
take his receipt therefore. 

I herewith enclose the invoices covering the article. 
§ 

July 1, 1889 (18667) 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
,r 
I herewith transmit my monthly report of Irregular Employees for June 1889 and respectfully ask 
the approval of the same. 
§ 
Report of Irregular Employees: 

*Surveying 
Driver and Interpreter 

Edson D. Briggs 
James Stewart 

22 days 
1 mo. 

$8.00/day 
$60.00/mo. 

*retracing lines, authorized by letter of instructions dated May 4, 1889. 

July 9, 1889 (18244) Telegram 
Lewiston, Idaho 
,r 

$176.00 
$60.00 

Edson D. Briggs formerly of Walla Walla now of Pataha City, Garfield County, Washington 
Territory is my Surveyor. 
§ 

July 15, 1889 (20062) 
In the Field, Nez Perce Res. 
,r . 
In my communication of June 19th concerning Indians taking mineral claims, I fear I did not 
make myself clear judging from your reply of July 5, 1889, marked "Law and Land 
16980-1889." I am aware that mineral lands cannot be allotted; what I want to know is this: 

Can a Nez Perce file a mineral claim after he is allowed, or must he wait until he receives his 
patent and becomes a citizen? And when he is a citizen, can he then file a claim? 

It is reported that there are ledges and bars and some of the Indians would like to secure mining 
claims and they want to know, when and how they can apply. 
§ 

July 15, 1889 (20118) 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
,r 
The enclosed notice has been sent me with the request that I accept the service and return the 
same to the Attorney of W. G. Langford, Mr. E. O'Neill of Lewiston, Idaho. I have written Mr. 
O'Neill that I could not accept service but had transmitted the notice to the Commiss. of Indian 
Affairs. 
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Among the papers forwarded me by Mr. O'Neill is the House Document "43rd Congress 1st 

Session, Report No. 63"' being a Report by the House Comm. on Indian Affairs upon the bill 
H.H.22G authorizing the purchase of the Langford claim. Also a copy of the decision of Justice 
Miller in the case of Langford vs. Montieth and as both are accessible to the Dept. they are not 
forwarded by me. 

From Dr. Ellenwood of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions I have rec'd the Office letter 
to that gentleman dated March 29, 1889 marked "Law and Land 5521-1889" which contains a 
copy of Att'my Gen 'I Brewster's opinion and the letter of the Indian Commiss. to the Sec'y of 
the Interior under date of March 6, 1882 marked "22221-1889." 

The Surveyor, Mr. E. D. Briggs, at my request, has gone over the land covered by the description 
set forth in Mr. Langford's deed. This tract is divided into two parts. The first is that described 
by certain metes and bounds and covers about 21 acres. This area lies about the mouth of the 
Lapwai creek where it enters the Clearwater. The creek changes its channel nearly every year so 
even here accuracy is difficult to secure. This tract of land the Indians do not claim, they say 
they gave it to Mr. Spalding for his home and here, all the Early Mission improvements were 
made. This is the only portion of land the Indians say it was ever intended to be conveyed to the 
mission and the old men point out clearly these metes and bounds. Upon this tract the old house 
occupied by Mr. Spalding is still standing altho dilapidated. Upon this tract the Agent's house, a 
building (an old warehouse) and a small house intended for a hospital was erected by the 
Government. The Agent's house is now occupied by the Miller and the hospital, by the 
Missionary Miss Kate McBeth. Within the enclosure of the Agent's house the Mission Board 
erected a house for the use of its missionary, Mr. Deffenbaugh. Upon the removal of the 
missionary the late Agent, Mr. Norris, claimed the house as government property because, he 
said, it was built upon gov't ground. 

It is certainly worthy of notice that the description of the land in Mr. Langford's deed is clearly in 
two parts. The first part is designated by metes and bounds and these boundaries are today well 
known to the Indians and the land thus enclosed is acknowledged as that which was given Mr. 
Spalding by the Indians for his mission and home. The Indians have always respected this gift. 
No one has entered upon this land and made his home there and no Indian today lays claim to 
this land. The second part of the land described in the deed takes as its point of beginning one of 
the points used to mark the bounds of the first tract, that is, ''the southeast comer of the 
unfinished stone church," from this point the tract follows the meanders of the creek to make out 
640 acres. It is this second part, of the tract claimed by Langford, which the Indians stoutly deny 
ever having in any way parted with. On this portion of the claim stands the building used as a 
boarding school for girls put there by the Government by permission of the tribe, here the 
Indians have erected their native church, raising the money to build it among themselves; and, all 
along the valley of the Lapwai are Indian houses, gardens and orchards where the people have 
settled, not upon a mission claim as they understood it, for that land they have always respected, 
but they settled near the mission station upon land which they firmly believed to be theirs by 
original right and later by treaty stipulation. Twenty one families are living upon the bottom 
covered by the second part of the description of the land in Mr. Langford's deed. 
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The first tract, that acknowledged by the Indians as Mr. Spalding's claim, covering about 21 
acres, lies wholly in Section 22, Township 36 North, Range 4 West. It is a level piece of ground. 
The second tract in the description, that which starts at the southeast comer of the unfinished 
stone church and follows up Lapwai Creek along the foothills, lies in Sections 26 and 35. There 
may be a question as to what constitute the "foothills." The valley or bottom of the Lapwai 
averages in this part of its course about one quarter of a mile wide. From this bottom the ground 
rises, increasing in rocky character until the hills become too steep for travel and frequently show 
a wall-like front from 200 to 800 feet high. If the agricultural land lying at the foot of the hills is 
meant to be covered by the description, the claim will reach past the 7th Standard Parallel North, 
into Township 35 North, Range 4 West and extend through Section 2 until it strikes the line of 
the Military Res. where it crosses the SWl/4 of the SEI/4 of Section 2, T35N, Range 4W. If the 
"foothills" should be construed to mean the lower bench or rise of the land, the claim might stop 
at the 7th Parallel. 

From all the evidence which I have been able to obtain, tho, the various documents and letters 
sent me, and from local sources, it seems clear that the question of the ownership of the land 
covered by W. G. Langford's claim, is one which will not be settled except by the processes of 
law, involving much time and expense, the issue of which it is by no means certain would be in 
favor of the Indian's right to the land. 

The tract covered by the old Spalding claim lying at the mouth of the Lapwai is regarded as a 
favorable point for a town site, as there are expectations that a railroad will one day pass along 
the Clearwater and the people living on the Lapwai and its tributaries could find easy access to a 
town situated at the mouth of the creek, these views and anticipations give value to the site. 

In view of this estimate of the old Spalding claim, and the fact that the Indians recognize that 
they have parted with their right to this tract and also that the Government has but few buildings 
upon the land and these of no great value, I would respectfully suggest that a settlement of the 
Langford claim be attempted based upon a compromise which should leave Mr. Langford in 
possession of the old Spalding claim, vis: that tract described by metes and bounds as the first 
part of the description of the claim in his deed; and, to secure his relinquishment of the second 
tract, vis: the 619 acres more or less which meanders up the Lapwai to make out the 640 acres of 
the entire claim; and, that such compensation as should be [?] just and equitable should be made 
Mr. Langford for any loss he may sustain. 

By such a compromise Mr. Langford would become possessed of the town site and the 
government would lose little in its buildings, as the mill, mill race, school building, shops, and a 
few other houses are all outside this tract; while the Indians would retain their native church, and 
the twenty one families would be left undisturbed in their homes where they have made 
substantial and valuable improvements. Could this Langford contest be adjusted in some such 
way the feeling among the Indians would be one of content and peace and the business 
opportunities of both the Indians and the white people would be served. 

One thing is very clear, any attempt to remove the Indians from their homes in the Lapwai 
Valley would be attended with difficulties of a serious nature and leave a heritage of trouble; 
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and, on the other hand, to settle the Nez Perces upon land, the title to which is in dispute, would 
be equally disastrous to the future welfare of the community. 
§ 

July 19, 1889 (20969) 
In the Field, Nez Perce Res. 
Kamiah 
1 
I have the honor to report that the Surveyor has found the South boundary line, the pits of the 
survey of 1870-1 clearly showing the old line. He found a new line run some two years since 
which did not conform to the treaty line, but cut the reservation down more or less along the 
entire length. Since then he has been establishing points within the reservation in order to be 
able to work rapidly when his instructions arrive from the Surveyor General to make new 
surveys. The Indians are all out on unsurveyed land, except those living at Kamiah. This valley 
contains about the equivalent of three sections of agricultural land and the Indians have taken up 
their fields irrespective of section lines and subdivisions. It is going to take considerable time to 
adjust land matters here and it will become necessary to considerably subdivide the 20 acre lots 
to meet the requirements of the people who are very tentative of their holdings. 

Just here it seems proper to call your attention to the lack of topography in the field notes and 
consequently upon the plats and also to the season of the year when the survey was made. May. 
Mountains and buttes and canyons are not mentioned and the character of the soils not 
discriminated, but all of it called, "first rate." It is noticeable that nearly all the mounds are 
marked by "stone." Particular mention is made of Township 32N, Range 2E which is claimed as 
"one of the best townships of land in Idaho Terr'y." No mention is made of high buttes from 500 
to 900 feet high, to alkali patches and hard soil which breaks and cracks. There are patches of 
good land. The Spring time starts the grass, but it is now nearly all killed out by weeds, the 
result of the thousands of cattle grazing on the land, for the Reservation has been the free grazing 
ground of the white settlers on Camas Prairie for the past 10 years and more. This season and 
last season there has been less rain than before, and therefore I see the country not in its most 
promising aspect, but all the better can I [?] of its capacity to withstand drought and raise grain. 

I have respectfully called your attention to these mis-statements in the field notes and the 
omissions concerning the broken, rocky, rugged nature of the land, because the official 
characterization of the land has continued to be erroneous. I have traveled over the reservation 
carefully, over that part where I was told I should find 300,000 acres of fine agricultural land and 
I found grazing land, with here and there places where grain might ripen and hardy vegetables 
grow. Frosts are liable every night in the year. Since I left the Agency, and we have been 
camping over the reservation, the ground has been several times white with frost. There is on the 
average 30 degrees difference between day and night and frequently 40 to 45 degrees. This 
climate prevents the country being agricultural. It is favorable to grass, and wheat is raised to be 
cut in the mill for hay. The maturing of grain, wheat, oats, barley is confined to favorable 
localities. The country is also lacking in water. The streams are shallow, and fall into sink holes. 
Springs are found here and there, but in parts of the country East of Craig's Mt. and between the 
Clearwater and Salmon rivers, water is very difficult to find. Wells have been sunk over 100 feet 
and no sign of water. 
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In order to fully and fairly estimate this land I have visited the length and breadth of Camas 
Prairie, that portion outside the reservation where white men have settled. I have looked on their 
farms and talked with the most thrifty men. All agree that this is a grazing country, that "a man 
would starve if he tried to live by farming." It is grazing for two reasons. First, the climate 
conditions, the elevation is about 3 700 feet above tide water; and second, its isolation: Camas 
Prairie is a bowl shaped valley about 30 miles diameter hedged in by Mts. [?] impassable on the 
North, East, and South except at a few passes, the only road being over Craig's Mt. on the West 
to the Valley of the Snake River. What ever is raised must be able to walk out, as all other 
produce must go out on pack mules and it would be impossible to get grain to market in paying 
quantities even if it could be raised. Grazing is and must be the main stay of the inhabitants, 
both whites and Indians. 

The allotment goes a little slowly owing to the unsurveyed land and difficulties I have mentioned 
in earlier reports. The independent men, mainly those belonging to the Christian party, led by 
their native ministers, are standing out against the men who cling to the past and are looking to 
or holding Agency Offices. 

I shall overcome all difficulties eventually, but it takes time and patience under these 
circumstances. 

It gives me special. pleasure to bear testimony to the conduct of students who have attended the 
outside training schools. Their knowledge of English, their glimpses of the outside world, of 
hearing something talked of that touched upon wider interests than can exist on a reservation, 
their experience of living in the midst of white men, all these conditions have developed boys 
and girls into men and women, even that troubles have come, and the operation of a law is 
enforced that was never explained to any of the Indians until my arrival. These boys and girls 
have read the law, have answered the objections of the older men and desire the Emancipation 
that allotment brings the Indian. 

Pardon a long report, but the mistaken estimate of this reservation has made it needful that your 
attention should be called to the hard facts in the case. 
§ 

July 25, 1889 (21213) 
Kamiah, Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
,r 
Having an opportunity to send to a Post Office I avail myself of it to report on the work of 
allotment. 

Since I had the honor to make my last report July 19, I have had a long talk with the Indians 
residing here and in this vicinity, over 90 were present. The provisions of the Act of Feb. 8, 
1887 were again explained in detail and many questions were asked me as to the future effect of 
the Act upon the status of the allotted Indian and the forms of government they would then be 
subject to. The reservation lies in two counties, Nez Perce and Idaho counties, this fact they 
knew and the county lines were familiar to some. They were desirous of knowing if after they 
were citizens they could not organize a local government under the county where they reside. 
These I explained to them, the precinct and that as citizens they would have the right to organize 
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under the county laws and also to vote for the precinct officers as well as the county offices. I 
sought to make clear to them the individual responsibility, both as to work and manly 
independence of outside help, and also of the orderly and lawful conduct which citizenship 
entails upon every man. I was asked when they would cease to be under an Agent? I replied, 
when they were citizens they were under the law. Some wished to know when there would be no 
longer any Agent. I replied that I could not say. Among all the men present there were but two 
or three dissenters to the law, those were men who cling to the old tribal idea and desire to keep 
the land as tribal land and to "always have an Agent so that the government would give them 
something." 

This meeting was held in their church building and opened by prayer by the native pastor Rev. 
Robert Williams. There are over 200 communicants here and 90 children in the sabbath school. 
The congregation numbers 452 embracing all the inhabitants of the region except a few families 
who represent the nonprogressives and old-time[?]. 

The Surveyor is obliged to chain every line of the old survey as nearly all the corners are 
destroyed and the bearing trees burnt or cut down. He will be thro in about two days and by that 
time I trust his orders for the new survey will arrive. I have over 150 allotments which I cannot 
complete as the Indians have taken their land, except their garden patches in this valley, upon 
unsurveyed land. I think nearly all of Township 32N, R3E and all but the hills and rocky 
canyons of T33N, R3W and fractional Townships 31, Ranges 3 and 4E, Townships 32 and 33, 
Ranges 3 and 4 will be fully allotted and these are unsurveyed. The Indians living here will 
scatter West as far as the Boise Meridian holding garden patches in this valley, in Lawyer's 
Canyon, and Meadow Creek which empties into Lawyer's Canyon, the bulk of the upland is 
grazing land. The people are very busy harvesting, trading out the wheat with horses while the 
women winnow the grain in flat baskets held high over their heads. The sight is very 
picturesque, but one regrets that so industrious a people are so isolated and have so little to do 
with. 
§ 

July 27, 1889 (22117) 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency , 
I have the honor to herewith transmit my accounts for the Quarter ending June 30, 1889 They 
have been delayed awaiting the authority to certify on lands which has been this day received. 
§ 

August 2, 1889 (22322) 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
1 
I herewith transmit my Monthly Report of Irregular Employees and would respectfully request 
the approval of the same. 
§ 
Report oflrregular Employees At Nez Perce Agency for the Month ending July 31, 1889: 

Edson D. Briggs 
Nathan Parsons 

*Surveying 
" 

27 days 
9 " 

$8.00/day 
1.75 

$216.00 
15.75 



Darwin Corbett 
James Stewart 

" 
Driver~ Interpreter 

9 ,, 
31 '' 

1.75 
60.00/mo 

15.75 
60.00 

*retracing lines of old survey authorized by letter of Instructions dated May 4, 1889. 

$91.50 for Indian, $216.00 for white labor. 

August 2, 1889 (22323) 
Kamiah, In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 

1 
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I have the honor to report that since my last communications of July 25, the retracing of all the 
lines of the old survey at Kamiah has been completed. The task was more difficult upon the 
West side of the Clearwater than was anticipated and occupied more time. Since all the 
monuments have been set up and I could see how the Indians have run their fences, roads, and 
laid out their fields it is clear that nearly every person must be more or less changed. It would be 
impossible to give them their land as they now occupy it and to describe the tracts according to 
any subdivisions in the legal survey. The fields cross the lines in every direction, frequently 
circling in and out of difficult lots. I have talked with a few of the more intelligent and they 
admit the necessity of "straightening out their land," but there will be bitter opposition from 
others. 

I have requested the Surveyor to measure the fields that are the most irregular in form that I may 
be able to make a fair and equitable exchange of land and adjustment. Fences must be moved, 
and where the lay of the land will permit it, the roads changed. This work will occupy some time 
and keep the Surveyor here for a while longer. No time will be lost however, as we are in a 
dense atmosphere of smoke from burning forests in the Mts. East and North of us. The sun is 
invisible and we can see but a few rods distant. It is very trying to head and eyes. All this part 
of the country is the same way and the solar instrument is useless. The needle cannot be used 
here. 

The land in this valley, with the exception of a few places, is very poor, being the rocky bed of a 
by-gone stream. The old bed of Kamiah Creek is nothing but stones for over a quarter of a mile 
in width and as this runs diagonally over the Clearwater Valley it cuts badly into the little nook 
[?] where the Canyon widens and these people have settled. 

I hope the messenger who takes this to post will bring back the authority for the new survey as 
we shall need to move on to unsurveyed land as soon as I can adjust this valley among the 
residents here. 
§ 

Aug. 5, 1889 (22738) 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 

1 
In your communication dated July 18, 1889 marked "Letter 18108.89 7" in which you grant the 
purchase of the double set of harness for the team I am using in my allotment work you did not 
give me authority to turn over the old set of harness for which I'd receipted to Agent Lee 
Moorehouse [Moorhouse]of Umatilla Agency, Oregon and which I am carrying in my Property 
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Returns. I left the old harness with Agent Montieth for him to hold for me until the authority to 
tum it over to him should be received. I would respectfully ask that this authority be granted me 
as I do not like to be accountable for property not within my control. 
§ 

Aug. 17, 1889 (23939) 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency , 
I herewith transmit my Estimate of Funds for the First Quarter 1890. There has been delay in 
forwarding the estimate because I had to await the orders from the Surveyor Gen. to Mr. Edson 
D. Briggs before I could know the number of assistants to estimate for who will be needed on the 
new survey. The orders reached Mr. Briggs yesterday. 
§ 
Estimate of Funds, First Quarter 1890 

$1225.55 for Surveyor, chain and axe men, Special Agent, Driver and Interpreter. 

Aug.23, 1889(24579) 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
The horses which I am using and for which I receipted to the Agent at Umatilla Agency were in 
bad condition as to their feet when they reached me. One had been foundered and possibly both. 
Their hoofs were dry and cracked and had over grown their shoes. Before I could have them 
shod at all, they had to stand unshod in mud for over two days and their feet have been 
troublesome ever since. Their shoes get loosened easily, owing to the bad hoofs and the severe 
mountain travel they must make. Twice since I left the Agency I have had to send them to the 
blacksmith to have their shoes reset and renewed. The horses fall lame at once when their shoes 
give out. 

For this shoeing expenditure I have no authority. I would therefore respectfully request that 
while in the field distant from the Agency, I be authorized to have the horses shod-when 
necessary-and take vouchers for the same. 
§ 

Aug. 26, 1889 (24 715) 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
As I have not yet received your approval of my monthly report of Irregular Employees for June I 
begin to fear that the report never reached you. It was sent by a man passing my camp and he 
may have lost it. The report gave the days the Surveyor had been employed, 22 in all at $8 per 
day making $176.00. My driver and Interpreter one month, $60.00. Both these men are now 
needing their pay and until I receive your approval I can not give them any money. 

I would send a duplicate of the report but I am very short of blanks and do not like to use one 
unnecessarily. 
§ 
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In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
Kamiah , 

85 

Since my last report of August 2 the Surveyor has completed the measurement of the various 
fields in this valley which crossed the survey in such a manner as to make it impossible to 
properly describe them except by metes and bounds. I have already effected the adjustment of 
the lines, in several cases the men sometimes changing an equal amount of acres and in other 
cases giving up plowed land to take unbroken land. All with whom I have negotiated recognize 
the advantage of straightening out their lines so that they can at any future time be easily retraced 
by a Surveyor. This task of adjusting the fields to the survey is not yet completed owing to the 
exodus of Indians to the Mountains to lay in their winter supply of dried fish and game. As soon 
as the people return I will complete this work. 

Finding no Indians here, I sent word to some who wished to take their land to the Eastward upon 
the uplands to meet me there. I had already dispatched the Surveyor with a party of Indians who 
wished to secure their lands which were situated upon some of the unsurveyed tract, that such 
marks might be made as to enable me to allot them when the new survey is ordered. I was in 
camp for about a fortnight and enabled to make a number of allotments upon surveyed land also. 
My work is progressing steadily and considering all the difficulties which I have had to 
encounter, and some which still remain, I feel much encouraged. I have registered over 400 
persons and I have a large number of allotments which are incomplete, awaiting the new survey. 
If all goes well, I shall hope to have about one third of the tribe allotted by October first. 

The order of the Surveyor General of Idaho appointing the Surveyor, Mr. Edson D Briggs as 
Deputy Surveyor of Idaho and authorizing him to make the new survey reached me a week since 
in my return from camp. As soon as some necessary work was completed Mr. Briggs and his 
assistants started for Lewiston, Idaho some 90 miles from here to take their oath of office and are 
now surveying that part of Township 37 North, Range 4 West which lies within the reservation. 
A considerable part of this township has been taken and the allotments will now be properly 
assigned. This survey I directed to be made now as the tract was near Lewiston and there were 
so many claimants to land there that confusion was likely to arise from the absence of the survey 
and proper monuments. 

The first of the week I shall go to the Southeastern limit of the reservation to camp, where the 
new survey will then be made, and allot as the land is platted off as rapidly as I can catch the 
Indians. 

The orders of the Surveyor General were that it seemed proper that I should explain to him the 
nature of the work and the character of the land which the former survey field notes fail to 
convey and to ask certain modifications of his instructions upon this point. His instructions were 
that the townships must be surveyed in their entirety. I explained that this would involve the 
survey of buttes, canyons, and great stretches of broken rocks like the debris of a quarry; tracts 
that would not be needed for allotment nor would any one be likely to grant the land for years to 
come; and asked if all essential lines might be closed and only such subdivisions made as were 
necessary to the allotment, thus saving valuable time. I await his answer. 
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The difficulty and time consumed in getting about owing to the rugged character of the land and 
the absence of roads hinders the work some what and l am also set back by the dense smoke, 
making it unsafe to travel except on well marked trails as the country is invisible. One can 
hardly see 100 yards in any direction. But for this, I should use this time in going over some 
distant parts of the reservation which I must visit and examine. As soon as rain comes and puts 
out the fires I shall start on a trip which will be over 400 miles in length before I can return to my 
present camp. I must go to the people living on the North Fork of the Clearwater. The river is 
too low to return in a canoe so I must make this long detour. 

The Indians all live in the canyons and it is a descent of half a mile or more perpendicular to 
reach them and one must go most of the way on foot, the trails being too steep for the horses to 
manage a heavy load. The plats of the region and the field notes fail to give any picture of the 
reservation. For instance, on the North boundary of Sec. 3 T33N, Range 3 East, you descend 
over 2000 feet within one mile of horizontal measurement, yet no mention is made of it. The 
retracing of lines is rendered difficult because of the inaccuracy of the marking on the stones set 
on the comers. They are seldom marked with the section, nor are they notched, and frequently 
the Surveyor has had to run back to some point he had already established, perhaps 10 miles 
away, before he could ascertain not only what section was intended, but the township and range 
"16" and "32" being all the stones would tell. 

The Indians are likely to suffer heavily from the long continuous drought. Their cattle are thin 
and almost starved. White men are, some of them, taking their stock away to pastures even near 
the Canada line and all are anticipating heavy loss. It is very hard for the Indian to lose his stock, 
because white men's stock have destroyed the grass, particularly as the Indians lose a large part 
of their increase each year by white men handling Ind. calves. Stock is still confiscated by white 
settlers as the property of"hostiles," i.e. Nez Perce who were in the Joseph War of 1877! 
§ 

Sept. 2, 1889 (25633) 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency , 
I have the honor herewith to transmit my Report of Irregular Employees for the month of 
August, 1889 and ask your approval of the same. 
§ 
Report of Irregular Employees, August 1889 

Edson D. Briggs *Surveyor 27 days $8.00/day $210.00 
Darwin Corbitt Chainman 16 1.75 28.00 
Nathan Parsons Chainman 16 1.75 28.00 
Silas Whitman Axeman 13 1.75 22.75 
Andrew Whitman Axeman 13 1.75 22.75 
James Stewart Driver, Interpreter 31 60.00/mo. 60.00 

$161.50 for Indian labor, $210.00 for white labor 



87 

*Retracing lines of old survey authorized by letter of instructions dated May 4., 1889 and new 
survey, appointed July 19. 1889. 

Sept. 3, 1889 (25592) 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
The wagon which I receipted for to Agent Moorehouse, Umatilla Agency, Oregon was originally 
a very good vehicle, but it had received very hard usage and apparently little care. I had it put in 
as good order as was possible at the Agency before starting out upon field work. The hard and 
continuous travel since, up and down canyons and over mountains where there are no roads has 
begun and is wearing to the wagon, but for safety, as well as economy's sake, the vehicle should 
be kept in good repair. Several bolts have become worn and given way and I must have the 
wagon carefully looked over on my southern trip which I start today. I would respectfully 
request that authority be given me to pay for such repairs as are needful to safety and a proper 
care of the property. 
§ 

Sept. 7, 1889 (25926) 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
The reservation is almost entirely devoid of grass and in going over the land I am obliged to haul 
provisions for the horses, both hay and grain, and this has necessitated the occasional use of a 
pack horse. The grain and hay purchased by me under Authority granted in July will only last 
about a month lonfer. I have applied to Agent Montieth to know if I could be supplied from the 
Agency for the 2° and 3rd quarters and he replies he has as yet no authority for Agency Supply 
and it seems doubtful whether his estimates would cover the rations needed for my team. Grain 
and hay are very scarce and are advancing in price and it seems expedient that I be granted 
authority to purchase at once, for the use of the government team used by me in transportation 
over the reservation from the beginning of the 2"d Quarter until grass season, about April 15, 
1890, 4000 lbs. of Oats at 3 cents per lb. and 4500 lbs. Hay at I ~ cents per lb. 
§ 

Sept. 9, 1889 (26355) 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
The off horse, which had been so badly [?] before I received him and whose feet have given so 
much trouble, has fallen so lame I cannot use him. His hoofs, in spite of all the care that could 
be given him in camp, have cracked to the quick. I have been obliged to hire a horse to take his 
place. lam in camp and have been for some time, indeed nearly all the time since June I have 
been tenting. The horses have had hard travel, but have been well cared for. As I wrote I have to 
haul both hay and grain and have had to hire a pack horse several times, as I could not spare my 
horses from my work. The difficulties of travel in this country are very great. It not infrequently 
happens that in order to go 2 miles in a straight line, one must travel 8 or IO miles owing to 
almost impassable canyons lying between. 
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I would respectfully request that I be authorized to hire~ or to purchase, another horse. I need an 
extra one and can buy a good horse for $75.00. I have seen the animal, he is owned near my 
present camp. 
§ 
--------------------
Sept 16. 1889(27010) 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency , 
The rugged nature of the land in places upon this reservation, where tracks are broken by ledges 
of Rim-rock varying 6 to 30 feet high and from 2 to 60 rods in width, this Rim-rock often 
dividing two benches of good land which then form terraces so to speak, seems to demand that 
the area contained in this solid or broken rock be deducted and not included in the acreage of an 
allotment. To present this matter clearly I enclose the diagram of an allotment made to an Indian 
named "Tom Lincoln" which shows how this Rim-rock meanders through six forties and how 
rocky gulches cut up the tract. In this instance, the Rim-rock does not divide the agricultural 
land, but the grazing from the agricultural. Water is very important as, except where there are 
springs, it is difficult to obtain it. This is owing to the elevation, of the land, the river beds being 
from 3700 to 1000 [feet] below the benches where the only arable land lies. The water seeps out 
and unless one happens to strike a vein carrying water in digging a well, it will be almost 
impossible to get water. Springs therefore are very valuable. 

In the NE 1/4 of the SE 1/4 of Sec. 16 T31N, R3 East there is a Spring. This, "Tom" had 
selected, cleared out and fenced and, altho it is surrounded by a white alkali plain, the soil 
cracked, hard and barren not to mention the rocky gulches running thro it, this Indian felt he 
must have that forty at any rate and he desired to have his grazing land adjoining. He also 
wished to have some agricultural land. I went carefully over every 40 acres and made the 
following allotment: NE 1/4 and W 1/2 of NW 1/4 and the fractions lying in the SE 1/4 and the 
fraction in the NE 1/4 of SW 1/4 of Sec. 16 T3 l, R3 East. As the fractions are not yet traversed 
out, owing to a discrepancy between the records at the Land Office at Lewiston and the chaining 
from the comer to the mound, on the South boundary of the Res., I cannot give the exact acreage 
but will do so approximately. 

NE 1/4 ofW 1/4 NW 1/4 
NE 1/4 of SE 1/4 38 acre. Fraction in SE 1/4 of SE 1/4 5 acres 
Fraction in NW 1/4 of SE 1/4 25 acres. Fraction in NE of SW 1 /4 15 

Total 

240 acres 
43 acres 
40 acres 

323 acres 

The Rim-rock is 40 rods wide, it and the rocky gulches cut out fully 110 acres leaving 213 acres 
of soil. This I [?] as follows: 

West 1/2 NW 1/4 65 acres agricultural lands 
Fraction NE 1/4 of SW 1/4 15 

,, ,, 
" 

NW 1/4 of SE 1/4 6 " " " 
NE 1/4 of SE 1/4 4 " " " 
SE 1/4 of SE 1/4 5 " " " 
In the SW 1/4 of NE 1/4 5 " " " 
Total 100 " " " 
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The remaining 113 acres was classed as grazing, making the entire allotment rate as about 
156.50 acres. 

In other allotments I have allowed for Rim-rock and broken patches from an acre to 5 or ten 
acres in extent, only when it cut up the land badly and could not well be excluded from the 
allotment. It does not seem fair to cut down the amount of soil from one Indian and leave him 
with only 120 or 130 acres which he could in any way utilize. 

I would respectfully ask your approval of this and like allotments where the rocky gulches and 
ledges seriously reduce the area allotted or given in the legal subdivisions without any allowance 
being made for the worthless tract. 
§ 
Map: the allotment of "Tom Lincoln," Township 31 West, Range 3 East. The soil on the land 
grades as agricultural land is about 6 inches deep then [????]. 

Sept. 16, 1889 (27011) 
In Camp S. Fork of Clearwater 
Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
Since my last report of Aug. 26, I have been in camp upon the South Eastern part of the 
Reservation having traveled some hundreds of miles over the mountains and canyons that 
comprise this portion of the land. Some of the best land which may be classed as Agricultural 
lies in these South Eastern townships. Although the country is broken and gashed here and there 
by impassable canyons, one not far from my present camp is over 1800 feet deep and about 600 
feet wide at the top, that is edge to edge, these canyons are of little or no value. Their sides are 
too steep for grazing and it [is] also difficult to secure the timber that is scattered along the 
banks. Indeed, they render grazing near some of them dangerous in the rainy season, as I am 
told by both white settlers and Indians that a large number of cattle fall over the edges while 
feeding and are dashed to death on the rocks. The only arable land is that on the benches that 
stretch from one canyon to another and even these areas are frequently quite broken and rocky in 
spots. The soil is light and varies from 8 or 9 inches to 2 inches in depth; a clay mixed with 
stone which can not be broken by a spade or plow, forms the substratum. Here, as elsewhere, the 
good soil lies on slopes facing the East or North, the steeper the slope, the deeper the soil. On 
the level land the soil is quite shallow, and on the slopes to the South and West there is but little, 
and frequently only bare rocks. Even in this more favored locality [it] is rare to find 160 acres in 
compact form which can all be plowed. This renders a fair and just grading of the land a difficult 
and exacting task. I am obliged frequently to go over every 40 acres to decide how much should 
be rated as Agricultural and how much as grazing land in allotting these Indians. The Surveyor, 
Mr. Edson D. Briggs, has had more experience in grading land than any one else in this region, 
as he graded all the North Pacific R.R. lands and located and graded the land of the Oregon 
Improvement Company and he expresses himself as to the difficulties here and admits the trying 
character of the task. 

I am more particular than I should otherwise be in this work of grading, because of the strong 
local feeling about the reservation as to the characterization of the land. While every white man 
admits both by word and practice that this is a grazing rather than a farming country, altho grain, 
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hardy vegetables and fruits will ripen in favored localities, still when the land is looked upon as 
territory to be divided among the Indians or as a region to be thrown open to settlement, the 
Agricultural qualities arc accordingly increased in value and the practical rating of the soil, lost 
sight of. I do not wish to burden my reports, nor the Office, with the petty troubles which arise 
from ignorance of the Act of Feb. 8, 1887, and from an ignoring of the Indians' right to his full 
share of the best of his land, and from a greed to posses land withheld from settlement, but as I 
find myself followed, by either self appointed, or in some other way commissioned, persons who 
propose "to look after the interests of the Settlers" I desire to leave no precaution untaken which 
may prevent future controversy and trouble concerning this allotment either between the white 
settlers and the Indians, or the former and the Department. The confidence which the Indians 
express in me, I have been many times urged to use in order to draw the Indians from their 
desirable land to the river canyons, etc. that these [?] might be left for the white men and many 
are the sharp and ugly remarks made to the Indians and at me because I am steadily pulling the 
people upon their best lands and doing all I can to insure them the means of any future prosperity 
they can possibly obtain by industry. I thought I had met persons who were hungry for Indians' 
lands, but to this section I must yield the palm always making several notable and honorable 
exceptions. The broken rugged character of the land calls for some peculiar adjustments in 
allotting and today I submit a typical case for the information of the Dept. and its instructions. 

The surveyor Gen'l of Idaho has modified his instructions to meet the[?] or this work, but he has 
failed to comprehend one of the most difficult bits of the work which arises from the partial 
survey of Township 33 N, R4 East on the North West portio°' thereby fixing the North and West 
Sections where the errors which occur in running out the township must legally be[?]; the South 
line of the township is a Standard Parallel and it cannot be jagged. I write today about this 
matter and send diagrams of the survey made in 1871-2 which causes all the trouble. 

My Indian Assistants and the Surveyor's corp, all of the returned students, are rendering most 
satisfactory and faithful work. I move camp tomorrow going still further away on the East side 
of the Clearwater. 
§ 

Oct. 1, 1880 (29807) 
In Camp, S. Fork Clearwater 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
,r 
Enclosed please find my Report for Irregular Employees for the month of September 1889 for 
which I would respectfully ask your approval. 
§ 
Edson D. Briggs *Surveyor 25 days 
Darwin Corbitt Chainman 16 
Cowley Spencer " 9 
Nathan Parsons " 21 
Joe Lincoln " 4 
Andrew Whitman Axeman 22 
Ralph Burton " 3 
Silas Whitman " 25 
James Stewart Driver, Interpreter 30 
*New survey ofunsurveyed part of Nez Perce Res. 

$8.00/day 
1.75 
1.75 
1.75 
1.75 
1.75 
1.75 
1.75 

60.00/mo. 

$200.00 
28.00 
15.75 
36.75 

7.00 
38.50 
5.25 

43.75 
60.00 



$229.75 for Indian labor 
205.25 for white labor 

Oct. 5, 1889 (29030) 
In Camp East side S. Fork Clearwater 
Nez Perce Res. 
,r 
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Since my last Report of Sept. 15, I have moved camp being now in Township 32 N Range 4 E. 
To reach this place from my former camp in T 31 N, Range 3 E I had to cross so many canyons 
and lead so many that it took me two days to reach here and I now look over to my old camp 
about 7 miles away across nine canyons. I mention this fact as the difficulty of getting about 
makes all the work go very slowly, both the surveying and the allotting. 

The new survey in Township 31, Ranges 3 and 4 is completed and all the available land is 
allotted. Today the survey in Township 32 N, Range 4 E will be finished and all of it be allotted 
by the first of the week. The southern portion of T 32 N, R 3 East is surveyed and nearly all the 
available land is taken. I have not fully completed my work there. I shall be obliged to go again 
on the land to settle some disputes and there will be a case which I think I shall have to refer to 
the Department as it will involve the reversal of a decision made by the Agent regarding the 
disposal of a man's improvements on his land. I have had several days of work over disputed 
claims, these take considerable time and patience as every one must have his say out or feel that 
justice has not been done to his side of the question. Some of these disputes however have been 
[?] and all are so far pleasantly and peaceably adjusted. This settling of claims will occupy much 
of next week. 

In a former report I stated that by October 7lh, if all went well, I hoped to have one third of the 
tribe allotted. When I wrote that I did not know the land I should have to travel over, nor did the 
Surveyor realize the broken nature of the country. He says that in seventeen years experience, he 
never met so long a stretch of hard work. In running 3 miles one day, he was obliged to cross 6 
canyons, each one nearly 2000 feet deep. Some of these gashes are absolutely impassable. The 
severity of the work has used up some of the men and I have been obliged to take on fresh hands 
as my monthly report will show. In one instance I had to take a white man, as the work was in a 
critical place, the weather threatening, and no time to be lost in hunting up an Indian who could 
speak English. The man has proved a good worker and as long as he holds out I think it 
advisable to keep him. Steady work from day-light to dark walking, climbing in on hands and 
knees up and down canyons, seems to break down the physical strength of the Indian lads. The 
wounds from the thorn bushes sometimes induces inflammation of the eyes and while the boys 
have worked well and I hope will last thro this Fall's work, as I do not think the work will be 
quite as severe after a few weeks. 

The soil here is of the same light shallow character. Much of it broken and rocky and 
necessitating careful grading. I have been out through the settlements East in the Clearwater 
region. I find the people quite poor, although of a hardworking and good class. Many of them 
old miners who have settled here near the place of their former triumphs and defeat. The people 
say "we have no market. We should glut what little there is if we tried to raise much. There is 
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no one to buy, nor can we get any price for what we raise if we try to raise any amount of grain 
or hays." Several of the settlers have visited me in camp. One man naively said "It is as good as 
a circus to sec the woman-boss,"' but all the people I have met have evinced a fair and kindly 
spirit toward the Indians and say "If we only had a market it would be a great help to have the 
Indians work their land, but as it is I don't see what they are going to do." The only part of the 
reservation containing genuine Agricultural soil is north of the Clearwater in T 36 and 37 Range 
4 W and I am trying to induce some of the most thrifty to go there. I have already persuaded 
several. The railroad is there and [?? ?] industry. My weekly and monthly statements and my 
quarterly reports are delayed until I can reach my papers at Kamiah where I hope to arrive in a 
week or ten days. 
§ 

Oct. 10, 1889 (29808) 
In Camp, S. Fork Clearwater 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
,r 
In my report upon the progress of the work of the allotment of the Nez Perce Indians I have 
stated some of the difficulties and needs of the work and I would respectfully request that I be 
authorized to employ Indians as messengers to notify other Indians when needed during 
allotment, to go for the mail, to take charge of the pack horses needed for transportation, at a cost 
not to exceed two dollars per day, when they furnish their own horse and less when I furnish the 
horse, that is, from one dollar to one dollar and fifty cents according to the service required. 
§ 

Oct. 10, 1889 (29872) 
In Camp, S. Fork Clearwater 
Nez Perce Agency 

I have the honor to report that I am still in camp at the same place where my last report was 
written. Since then I have been at Kamiah, going there last Sunday to meet Dr. D. Dorchester 
and from him I have learned that the unfortunate state of affairs at the Nez Perce Agency is not 
yet adjusted. This fact makes it needful to bring to your notice some of the difficulties of my 
work which are incident to the Agency troubles and to propose their remedy. 

I have never fully reported the opposition felt by this tribe to allotment nor the obstacles which I 
encountered here. The Severalty Act was known to but one Indian and its application to this 
reservation met with an opposition that was almost unanimous. I speak within bounds when I 
say that when I came here there were not twenty men in the entire tribe favorable to allotment. 
You are aware that upon my arrival I found the Agency in a turmoil. Two Special Agents and an 
Inspector were making investigations and the Agency machinery, which might have been used 
for co-operation in the work of allotment, was unavailable and the Indians demoralized in their 
relations to Government officials. While I received every help possible from Special Agent 
Melton and it was most valuable, still the Indians knew that he was not to remain and the 
incoming Agent was unwelcome in a remarkable degree. Every Indian Official was openly 
opposed to Severalty, the police forbid any one speaking to me; my Surveyor was warned not to 
work; and as fast as I engaged men to assist him, they were intimidated and forced to leave me. 
My driver and interpreter was a special object of persecution and his life threatened if he 
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continued in my employ. In the midst of all these troubles with no possible official co-operation 
from the Agency my task required all my address and experience to render it possible of 
performance. When I look back on the past four months and see what I have accomplished, for I 
am now practically master of the situation having now the confidence and regard of the best part 
of the tribe, I am profoundly grateful for the victory gained. 

Every week during my stay here I have hoped that the Agency troubles would be over, but now 
at the end of four months it seems doubtful whether matters are likely to improve and as my 
work has reached a point where more help is demanded than I can command, it has become 
necessary for me to ask authority to employ more assistance. 

Heretofore in allotment work I have had the use of the Indian police, in summoning Indians to go 
out and see to their allotments, in calling them together for the adjustment of contested claims, to 
bring my mail, and to render other services incident to the work of allotment which could not be 
performed by my driver and interpreter. This assistance has been impossible here as every 
Indian in the Employ of the Agency still opposes allotment, not to mention their opposition to 
other beneficial projects. The police deliver messages to the people concerning allotment, 
insubordinate in character and thus harass orderly Indians. I have not taken any official notice of 
these things as my experience and observation here has shown me that safety to my work lies in 
[?] and isolation from the Agency. 

Never before in any work I have done have I been so far removed from communication with the 
outside world or in a country so difficult to traverse. Permit me to mention a few of the 
conditions here: I have already called your attention to the remarkably broken nature of the 
country, where to reach a place a mile or two distant one must travel from 5 to 10 miles in order 
to head impassable canyons which lie between. This journeying takes time and uses up horses. 
Frequently to thus dispatch my driver and interpreter for an Indian whom I need to see consumes 

. the better part of a day, causing one delay, where as if I had a man who I could send to summon 
Indians when they are needed, time would be saved. I have found few Indians willing to ride 10, 
20, 30 miles to carry a message and receive no pay for themselves and their horses. 

The nearest mail station to this part of the reservation is about 20-22 miles. It takes a man all 
day to go and return and as the mail comes to this station but once a week, I have had to send 
there weekly in order to keep up communications with Washington and the Surveyor General of 
Idaho. It has been a great inconvenience to spare my driver and interpreter for this work and has 
proved an injury to my horses. I have not been able to use them for this service for some weeks 
past. 

The nearest blacksmith is over 30 miles distant. It takes two days to get the horse shod and 
involves lodging and one meal at least for the man taking them. To be obliged to send my driver 
and interpreter on this journey delays my work. 

I have to cross rivers where the horses must swim and their packs be carried over in a canoe. All 
this work requires extra help. The drought and denudation of the reservation by white man's 
cattle has made it absolutely needful for me to transport grain for my team, otherwise they would 
have nothing to live upon. I have had to hire pack horses and a driver for this purpose. 
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Heretofore I have not asked for authority to employ more help because I have been hoping to 
secure assistance from the Agency, or in some way to co-operate with the Agent, to save 
expense. I have explained how this has been, and is still, impossible. I could not use for any 
purpose the Indian officials on this reservation. They are unsuitable in character and not to be 
trusted in the work of allotment. Therefore, in view of the conditions of this reservation, and 
Agency, and the pressing need of my work, I enclose a letter asking authority to employ Indian 
Assistants when my work demands more help than my driver and interpreter can give. I have 
already asked for another horse. I need three horses constantly besides the occasional hire of 
pack horses for transportation. 

The allotments steadily progress. I have one third of the tribe in hand and as soon as the new 
surveys in this locality are finished the allotments here abouts will be tabulated and completed. 

The Surveyor is most persistent under his many difficulties. The work is very hard and 
expensive, as he too must pack grain for his animals in this barren land. 
§ 

Oct. 17, 1889 (30617) 
Kamiah, Nez Perce Agency 

I here with transmit my estimate for funds for the Second Quarter 1890 and respectfully ask your 
approval. 

In my letter of instructions dated May 4, 1889 marked "Law and Land Auth'y 19769 1889" the 
expenditure for the survey and resurvey of this reservation in limited to $1,500. This sum will 
not cover the needed work. The land is very difficult to travel over and owing to the cutting up 
of the surface by canyons, the work goes more slowly than where the ground is level or merely 
rolling. The new survey now in progress covers nine (9) townships or parts of townships 
intersected by three great canyons. Lawyer's Canyon heading Craig's Mt.; Cottonwood Canyon 
heading at Cottonwood, Camas Prairie; Three-mile Canyon heading about Grangeville, Camas 
Prairie; from there main canyons [ and] numerous minor canyons branch. All of the large 
canyons finally open into the canyons of the Clearwater and the South Fork rivers. Upon the 
benches lying between the main and tributary canyons lies the principal land available for 
agriculture and grazing. The bottom of the Canyons are generally very narrow and rocky, the 
sides often inaccessible, forming what is here called a "box canyon." The valley of the 
Clearwater is narrow but all the available land is occupied by the Indians. The bulk of all the 
bench or upland between the canyons is or will be allotted. Therefore, the Survey of the entire 
townships has proved to be a necessity and a very trying task. I have estimated for the entire 
quarter, as it will be best for the work that the Surveying party be kept in the field as long as the 
weather will permit. Should the season be an open one, field work will be possible throughout 
December. The force employed is at the minimum. The absence of forage has added greatly to 
the difficulties of the Surveying party. The severe drought, no rain from June until Oct., made it 
necessary to feed the horses in July and when out upon camping [?] all feed has to be transported 
by pack horses at the regular rate, 2 cents per pound. The grass is starting and if showers 
continue it will save hay, but it will not be sufficient food for horses which must work every day. 
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Therefore, I have estimated for $33.00 to meet the contingency of having to transport grain for 
my team when out camping away from my suppl ics. 

I have also estimated for work during the entire Quarter as if the weather will permit the work 
will be pushed along as far as possible. 

The expenses of this allotment are heavy owing to the rugged nature of this large reservation, 
traversed by mountains, canyons, and by streams which are only fordable at low water 
necessitating at other times canoe travel. A large portion of my work has been where miles of 
travel were needful to go but a short distance, owing to the cut up nature of the land. "One must 
go five miles to make one," seems to be rate of motion in the region according to the saying of 
the settlers hereabouts. 
§ 
Estimate of Funds required for the Indian Service at Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 

Surveying and allotting Ind. Res., Reimbursable: 
Pay of Surveyor Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 
Pay of chain and axe men Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 

New allotments under Act Feb. 8, 1889, Reimbursable: 
Pay of Special Agent for 2°d Quarter 
Pay of driver and Interpreter Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 
To pay for horse authorized by letter Sept. 28, 1889 
To pay for extra horses in transportation 
To pay for feed authorized by letter Sept. 25, 1889 

Oct. 19, 1889 (30861) 
Kamiah, Nez Perce Res., Idaho 

$824.00 
721.00 

736.00 
240.00 

75.00 
35.00 

187.50 
$ 2818.50 

I have the honor to herewith transmit my accounts for the First Quarter 1890. I was obliged to 
wait until my return to my headquarters here from camping in order to reach my blanks and 
papers, hence the delay in forwarding my accounts. 

I would also call your attention to Voucher No. 3. In that there are three charges, for which I 
have not yet received authority, altho I have notified you of the[?] which necessitated the outlay. 
I refer to the amounts paid and covered by sub vouchers Nos. 33, 23, and 22. The horses were 
absolutely without feed and I was camped miles from any human habitation. The lameness of 
one of my team made it impossible for me to work without supplying his place. 
§ 

Nov. 4, 1889 (31494) telegram 
Lewiston, Idaho , 
Have rec'd no reply to application for funds to continue survey the work should not stop please 
reply by telegraph. 
§ 
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Nov.11, 1889(33715) 
Kamiah, Nez Perce Res., Idaho 

1 
Your notice of the exception to Voucher 3, Abstract of Disbursements in my accounts for the 
Fourth Quarter 1889 is just received. 

I would state in explanations as to why I did not put the names of the men which occur in 
Voucher 3 in the monthly report of Irregular Employees for June that, at the time these men were 
employed to assist the Surveyor, the opposition to the allotment by this tribe was so intense and 
there was so much excitement concerning the Surveyor working, that I could not get an Indian to 
work, nor would the Indians permit any one to help the Surveyor. I therefore dispatched Mr. 
Briggs to the reservation line, twenty miles or more distant from the Agency, bidding him to pick 
up stray white men as his assistants when he could not do the work on the reservation line alone 
and I gave him some subvouchers on which to take receipt of payments made to such men. I 
remained at the Agency, being then without transportation, and sought by all the methods in my 
power to allay the distrust and ill feelings of the Indians, but at the same time to convince them 
the work must proceed. The men whom Mr. Briggs thus picked up to help him on me 
reservation line, I did not see, and I knew I could not find them to have them sign the regular 
Receipt Roll as some of them were men enroute to the mines. All of these men had to be paid at 
once for their transient services and at that time I supposed that only those who could be paid on 
the Receipt Roll should appear on the Monthly Report. The emergency of the situation rendered 
it impractical and impossible for me to secure the signature of these men on the Receipt Roll and 
my lack of familiarity with forms of the Service concerning Irregular Employees for the 
requirements of Sections 243 and 245 had entirely escaped my memory and prevented its 
occurring to me to report these men on the regular blank with the Surveyor and my Driver and 
Interpreter. And for the same cause, I omitted to enumerate them on my Sworn Report of 
Employees in my Quarterly Account. I now see my error. I should have reported these men on 
my June report of Irregular Employees and have carried them on my Sworn Report of 
Employees in my Quarterly Account, but I yet fail to see how I could have paid them on the 
regular Receipt Roll. 

In view of the circumstances and as I have no more blanks with me in the field, I would 
respectfully ask your approval of the following Irregular Employees for June 1889. 

Jack Allen 
Jacob Maxwell 
Herny Powell 
George Evans 
John Starkey 
Total 

June 7, 1889 one day @$1 
" " " " 

June 13 & 14 two days@$1.50 
June 14 & 15 " 

" 22 2 Y4 

$1.00 
1.00 
3.00 
3.00 
4.00 

$ 12.00 

As soon as I reach the Agency and can get a blank I will make out a Sworn Report of these 
Employees and transmit it to you. 

I cannot find some of these men to have them sign a Receipt Roll. They may not be in the 
country now and I would therefore ask if the subvouchers signed by them and attached to 
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Voucher 3 Abstract of Disbursements Accounts for 4th Quar. 1889 will not be accepted as a 
receipt? 

Permit me to apologize and to express my regret for this mistake which I have made concerning 
these Irregular Employees in my 4 Quarters' Accounts for 1889 and for a similar error, which I 
am sorry to say, also occurs in my Quarterly Accounts for the I st Quarter 1890. This latter 
mistake I will at once rectify as soon as I can obtain blanks and will write a statement of the 
circumstances which caused me to employ the men as I did in July and August last. 
§ 

Nov.23, 1889(34725) 
Nez Perce Agency , 
I have the honor to report that I arrived at the Agency on Wednesday P.M. Nov. 20 after a three 
days' journey from Kamiah. I left there some days earlier than I had at first planned because of 
the threatening character of the weather and arrived here but a few hours before the storm set in, 
which has covered the mountains with snow. The Surveyor came with me and I dismissed his 
force, deeming it not best to take the men so far from their homes at this season of the year. I 
will make a full report of the work accomplished by the Survey so far, and of the allotments 
made, in a few days. 

I desire to express my thanks for the prompt kindness in granting me authority to employ 
messengers. I was obliged to hire men within the past 5 or 6 weeks, paying the men out of my 
own pocket, but taking vouchers so that I could, if allowed, reimburse myself later. 

Special Agent Gordon has already done much to help my work by his quiet enforcement of the 
duty of obedience to the government among the Indian employees and officials. Last Sunday the 
17th, I received by private hand a letter enclosing one to be read to the people in church in which 
he informed the Indians of the change of Agent and the duty of the Indians toward the school etc. 
For the first time I was able to speak publicly to the people of their allotments and other matters 
knowing that my words were in accord with the office at the Agency. The effect upon the 
ringleaders of the opposition was striking. Within an hour they were at my house complying 
with all the requirements of the law. Men who two days before refused to show the Surveyor 
where their improvements were when he was running the lines in the vicinity. These men had 
formerly ridiculed the law abiding element. · 

I am lodged in a part of one of the houses at the Fort. The Agency is being moved to the mouth 
of the Lapwai 4 miles below here. A point not well situated for my work which I have hopes of 
pushing rapidly now that there is a cordial co-operation from the Agent. 

I go on Monday to the Northwest comer of the reservation to locate a large party of Indians who 
came across the mountains with me and also a number of Indians residing here abouts. I cannot 
tell just how long I shall be gone from the Agency. Much will depend upon the weather, which 
at present is quite inclement. Permit me to thank you for all the privileges you have granted 
toward the assistance of my difficult and arduous work among these Nez Perce Indians. 
§ 
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Nov. 23, 1889 (34726) 
Nez Perce Agency 

Upon my arrival at the Agency I made immediate inquiry for blanks upon which to make my 
sworn statement of Employees omitted from my Report for the 4th Quarter 1889. Those 
employees whose vouchers appear in my voucher No. 3 Abstract of Disbursements vis: Jack 
Allen, Jacob Maxwell, Henry[?], George Evans, John Starkey, concerning whose employment 
and omission from my Report of Employees I wrote under date of Nov. 11, 1889. I learned, to 
my regret, that the Agency is out of these blanks and I cannot therefore repair my mistake until I 
can procure the blanks. I wish to remedy a similar omission in my Accounts for the 1st Quarter 
1890 by swearing to the Employment etc., of John Hubbard whose services were temporarily 
required under similar circumstances to those which attended the Employment of the men in 
June. I enclose a request for certain blanks not at the agency. 
§ 

Nov. 23, 1889 (34727) 
Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
I would respectfully request that the Agent be permitted to furnish me fuel and light for my 
office during such time as I shall be at the Agency while engaged in the work of allotting the Nez 
Perce Indians. 
§ 

Nov. 30, 1889 (35456) 
Ft. Lapwai 
,r 
I would respectfully call your attention to a mistake in the amount of funds granted me to meet 
the expenses of the 2"d Quarter 1890. In my Estimate I showed that I had on hand $477.00 of 
the Fund, "Surveying and Allotting Ind. Res. Reimbursable;" and $4.05 of the Fund, "New 
Allotments under Act Feb. 8, 1887, Reimbursable." In granting the amount from the first named 
Fund, for Surveying expenses, the $477.00 on hand is deducted and the amount placed to my 
credit covers the needs of the quarter. From the second Fund named, that from which my 
expenses and other expenditures connected with the allotment must be drawn, the $477.00 of the 
Surveying Fund plus the $4.05 of the other Fund, making $481.05 the total of all funds in my 
hands at the date of estimate is deducted leaving me $477.00 short of Funds for this quarter and 
also making it appear that I had $481.05 on hand of the Fund, "New Allotments under Act of 
Feb. 8, 1887 Reimbursable" whereas I held only $4.05 of that Fund at the date of Estimate. 

As I expect to be in Washington before the close of the Quarter, I would respectfully request that 
the Amount needed to rectify this mistake be held in Washington and not sent to Portland, 
Oregon as I will settle what bills there are due here out of the amount in hand, leaving my own 
salary to be drawn in Washington. 
§ 
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Ft. Lapwai 
1 
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I have the honor to report that I have returned from the northwestern part of the reservation. 
During my trip the Surveyor [?] out and I completed the allotment of about 6,000 acres. Many of 
these allotments were selected early in the summer, and all of them upon land where no Indian 
had ever claimed, but they were not formally entered upon my books until now, [?] the various 
claims adjusted. This region contains the best agricultural soil on the reservation and possesses 
the advantage of lying near the Railroad and a steady market. I have therefore urged upon some 
of the most thrifty Indians to take their allotments there and have planted one or two first 
colonies. The land lying in townships 36 and 3 7, Range 4 West has been coveted by the white 
men and the hope has been openly expressed that no Indian would be located there. Now that 
Indians have gone there ... [19 line paragraph badly smudged and largely unreadable]. 

There are some serious difficulties here which I hope to clearly lay before you when I return to 
Washington. I refer to the practical electment of the families from their homes located on the 
Langford claim by my instructions not to allot these lands. Also by the appropriation of a large 
tract by the Gov't as a hay reservation where no hay is cut, but upon which tract several Indian 
families have dwelt for many years. The families on these two tracts, numbering about 30 in all, 
and their friends, form a very formidable group of discontented people and add to these the 
Indians who own. heads of ponies and cattle and who object to the range land being 
circumscribed by allotment and the material for opposition to the enforcement of the Severalty 
Act is plentiful at the least estimate. For all that, I shall, unless there is some injudicious conduct 
toward the turbulent men, make a number of allotments here and open the hay for next year's 
work hereabouts. 

The Survey is completed in township 37, R4W; township 31, Ranges 3 and 4 East; township 32, 
Range 4 East; half of township 32, R3 East; township 33, Range 3 East, nearly all of township 
33, Range 4 East; and a part of township 34, Ranges 3 and 4 East. All this work has lain in a 
very rugged country cut by canyons and very difficult to traverse. In running the North line of 
township 32, Range 4 East the Clearwater river crosses the line five times, each time in a canyon 
the steep sides of which had to be scaled. The plats furnished from the Survey of 1870-2 are 
quite inaccurate and if the meanders of the river according to the field notes are followed, one 
would miss the river by several rods and find the stream going in a direction opposite to that 
given in the notes. The work has been very arduous and fraught with difficulties, and the 
faithfulness of the Surveyor is worthy of much praise. 

All the available land is allotted in township 31, R4 East; township 32 R4E; township 33, R4E; 
nearly all in townships 31, 32, 33, Range 3 East; and a large part of township 37, R4 West. 
About 19,000 acres are already allotted, and about 15,000 selected to complete these allotments, 
those acres lying partly in unsurveyed land and partly in the old survey not yet retraced. The 
running out of all these allotments and the various improvements of the Indians has been no 
slight task for the Surveyor. 
§ 
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Dec. 24, 1889 (173) 
Washington, D.C. , 
The following case is respectfully submitted and approval of its decision requested. 

Nine-pipes, an industrious Nez Perce, in 1879 took up a ranch in township 31, Range 3 west, 
fenced and broke over 30 acres, built a house and shed, bought farming implements and had 
gathered some 40 head of stock, cattle and horses. Here he lived with his wife Ellen and their 
two children. While his wife was visiting her mother at Kamiah in June 1885 Nine-pipes was 
shot and died soon after his wife reached him. She then returned to her mother's where in a 
month her daughter Ellen was born. While this child was very young and one of her other 
children quite sick, word was brought to the widow that the sister of Nine-pipes laid claim to her 
brother's land and that the case [was] now to be laid before the Agent Chas. E. Montieth. Owing 
to the condition of her children and her own health Mrs. Nine-pipes did not reach the Agency, 
over 70 miles distant promptly, and when she arrived she was told by Capt. Kane, at that time 
one of the Indian judges, that her case was decided in favor of Nine-pipes sister. The widow 
then went to Agent Montieth to inquire as to why he had taken her husband's land etc from her 
and her children. Agent Montieth said she was not legally married to Nine-pipes and could not 
have the land, but if the sister did not contribute toward the support of the children the property 
should revert to her and her children by Nine-pipes. Two horses and two cows were all that the 
widow and three children were permitted to receive of the estate of Nine-pipes by the decision of 
Agent Montieth. 

From testimony taken by me when this case was investigated Dec. 4, 1889 I learned from the 
men who were judges under Agent Norris, to whom Mrs. Nine-pipes appealed to set aside the 
decision of Agent Montieth, that the later based his action upon the statement of one Wilson who 
was judge at Kamiah at the time of Nine-pipes death and who was an enemy of the deceased. 
Wilson declared that Nine-pipes had deserted his wife and did not wish to live with her. Why 
this should be a reason for depriving the woman with her unborn child and two living children of 
their home and to bestow all the property of the husband and father upon a sister who had never 
lived with her brother, no one was able to explain. The judges during the term of Agent Norris 
urged that the land be restored to the widow and children as the example was bad in the tribe, but 
Agent Norris refused to reconsider the decision. 

It is the wish of the tribe, excepting those who were interested in obtaining Agent Montieth's 
decision against the widow and children of Nine-pipes, that the land formerly belonging to Nine
pipes be allotted to his sole surviving child, the posthumous Ellen, and it seems that justice and 
law require that this decision of Agents Montieth and Norris be set aside and the land restored to 
the rightful heir, the child of the deceased Nine-pipes. 

I therefore request that the Department confirm this decision and that the Agent be requested to 
notify and if necessary to remove from the premises "Tom" and his wife, the sister of the late 
Nine-pipes. These persons are now occupying the land, home and building, the slick, 
implements, etc. of the late Nine-pipes, while the widow and her child are poor and dependent. 
§ 



Dec. 24, 1889 (174) 
Washington, D.C. 
,r 
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I herewith submit the following case which is typical of a class which is found upon a large part 
of the settlements along the creek bottoms, near the Agency. 

About 15 or 20 years ago an Indian lived on one of the 20 acre fenced tracts having two wives. 
When this Indian became a Christian he put away one of the women by whom be had a daughter, 
and was legally married to the other wife, named Olive. Some years since the man died. On his 
death bed he willed his stock and "gentle horses" to his daughter who had grown up and was 
married to Rev. Archie Lawyer. The wife Olive was to receive the house and land. Later the 
widow Olive married an Indian named Frank who lived on and improved the place. Upon the 
return of Rev. Archie Lawyer from the Indian Terry., he and his wife claimed the place and 
Agent Norris left the decision to the Indian judges. "Jim Moses" seems to have been the one to 
decide the matter and he awarded the property to Archie Lawyer. There upon Frank and his wife 
Olive were forced to leave their home and improvements. About two years since the wife of 
Rev. Archie Lawyer, daughter of the former husband of Olive, died and altho Archie Lawyer has 
married another wife and does not live on the Nez Perce Res. he still claims the land for a child 
by the dead wife, while Frank and his wife Olive maintain the place is rightfully theirs. Olive 
being the legal widow of the Indian who first improved the place and she having labored upon 
the land with her first husband, also during her widowhood and then with her second husband, 
Frank. She asks that this tract be allotted to her and it seems that her claim to the land is the 
rightful one. Approval of this decision is requested. 
§ 

Dec. 26, 1889 (1262) 
Washington, D.C. 
,r 
I have the honor to present the following report on the progress of the work of Allotment among 
the Nez Perce Indians of Idaho. 

Under Authority of the President, dated April 13, 1889, and instructions from the Secretary of 
the Interior and Commissioner of Indian Affairs May 4, I left Washington on May 20, and 
reached the Nez Perce Agency, Idaho, May 29, 1889. 

Soon after my arrival I discovered that the tribe were quite unprepared to accept allotment and 
were very generally opposed to the Act of Feb. 8, 1887. At three different Councils held during 
the early part of June, I sought to explain the law and make clear its advantages, but with only 
partial success, the Indians being at that time much disturbed by their Agency affairs and 
disinclined to regard any act of the Government favorably. 

Finding that the condition of the boundary of the reservation was a source of anxiety to the tribe, 
the lines laid down by the treaty having been encroached upon by each new wave of white 
settlers, I deemed it expedient to send the Surveyor to retrace the boundary lines. Matters 
continued to be stormy about the Agency, the life of my interpreter, James Stewart, was 
threatened and as fast as I employed Indians to work with the surveyor, they were intimidated 
and forced to leave him. It was due to the patience and tact of the Surveyor, Mr. Briggs, that no 
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serious trouble occurred; while I was able to maintain an outward peace, although I resolutely 
refused to listen to the demands of the Indians to discontinue my plans for allotment and defer all 
action until such time as the tribe should agree to give their consent to the operation of the law. 
The entire corps of Indian employees, including the Police and Judge, were particularly active in 
their opposition and forbade with threats any Indian speaking to me. Such being the condition of 
affairs at the Agency, and any cooperation from the Agent being impossible, I determined to cut 
loose and go among the more progressive Nez Perce living at Kamiah in the South Eastern part 
of the reservation. Meanwhile the boundaries of the Military and Hay reservations were run out 
and established, the north line of the reservation from the Potlatch to the North West Comer was 
run, and the unsurveyed country north of the Clearwater looked over in reference to its probable 
allotment and needed survey; the west line of the reservation run to Lake W aha and trespassers 
shown the true line and requested to move their fences back to it; and the South line carried East 
through Range 4 West and partly through Range 3 West. 

My transportation being secured and camping outfit obtained, on July 1st I started for the Eastern 
part of the reservation, camping in different parts of the reservation, examining the lands, 
meeting the Indians settled at Meadow Creek and winning their confidence and consent to 
allotment. I traveled over Camas Prairie lying east of Craig's Mt. in order to see what the white 
settlers had proved to be the capacity of the land for agriculture and traversed the reservation 
south of Lawyer's Canyon. The results of these observations were embodied in my report of July 
19, wherein I called attention to the singular omission in the "Field Notes" of the real character 
of the land and its marked topography. There was also a similar slighting of work noticeable in 
the field. Wherever stones were found upon the mounds, which were quite irregularly built, 
these had no marks to show the section, or Township or Range of the place where they set. This 
omission made it needful for the surveyor to start all his lines from the Government Survey 
outside the reservation in order to ascertain where he was inside the reservation, thus consuming 
time and involving extra work. 

On my arrival at Kamiah, the native Minister, Rev. Robert Williams at once called upon me, and 
expressed his interest in the allotment. From him and later from others I learned much of the 
admirable work and influence of the Misses McBeth in stimulating the ambition of the Kamiah 
Nez Perce Indians to become self-sustaining and to look forward to citizenship, thus preparing 
the people to accept allotment. Over 90 men met me at their church on Monday July 22, 1889, 
when I read and explained the Act of Feb. 8, 1887, answered their questions and told them my 
plan of work. Upon this meeting I reported July 25, 1889. Within the week a large number of 
Indians were registered and the work of running out their patches of land in the Kamiah Valley, 
began, their fences standing at every angle to the survey which covered a part of the Valley. The 
work of straightening out the little home plots was continued during a part of August, when, 
harvest being over, the people began to scatter to the Mountains to lay in their winter's supply of 
fish and meat, the severe drought having greatly reduced their grain crops, they were anxious to 
be off to secure food for the cold weather. 

The limited extent of the Valley, it having but a few sections of available land, rendered it 
needful to scatter the people out upon the uplands to take there the residue of their allotments. 
All these lands were unsurveyed and authority to enter upon the new survey, although made 
early in the season, did not reach me through the Surveyor General's Office until August 16, 
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when I at once engaged chain and linemen and the party started for Lewiston, over 80 miles 
away, to take the oath of office and do some needful surveying in Township 37, Range 4 West. 

Soon after I broke camp at Kamiah and went into camp some 40 miles to the Westward where I 
was soon joined by the surveyor and surveying and allotment progressed. Owing to the rugged 
and broken nature of the country, the steep rocky ascents and descents, the journeys had to be 
made by pack trains. The horses and wagon furnished me could transport little over the country 
which was without roads, so that all my office material as well as my tent, bedding, food and the 
forage for my horses, had to go on pack horses. Owing to the severe drought, and the denudation 
of the reservation by thousands of cattle, I was obliged to feed hay in July, and to transport from 
camp to camp and from my depot of supplies at Kamiah, every pound of food eaten by my 
horses during July, August, September and a part of October which added much to the labor and 
expenses of the allotment. August, September and October were spent in camping at different 
points in the South Eastern part of the reservation, keeping as near as possible to the surveyor, so 
that no time should be lost by his going over the same ground twice. As he ran out the sections, I 
sought to have the Indians who wished to take the land present that they might know their 
comers. 

In my various reports transmitted from the field, I have set forth the progress and the difficulties 
of the work. These latter were twofold. The country was so broken up by canyons that it was 
frequently a five mile journey to reach a spot a mile away and in moving camp six miles, I had to 
travel over 40 miles, taking two days of hard work for man and beast. This broken character of 
the land made it slow and trying work to get about, and to get word to Indians to look after their 
allotments. The second difficulty grew out of the continued troubles at the Agency and the 
opposition to allotment that was still [?] there, threatening and intimidating messages being 
instantly received by the law-abiding Indians who were taking allotments, and also, the efforts to 
perplex the Indians which were made by white men interested in cattle herding upon the 
reservation. 

During the latter part of October, I returned to Kamiah, the rains having set in, and the cold and 
inclement weather rendering tenting upon the uplands hazardous to health. The Surveyor was 
busy closing the township lines, and connecting the new survey upon the old. He reached 
Kamiah early in November, and ran out all the allotments upon the unsurveyed land in that 
vicinity which it was possible for me to make. The people were still absent running pack trains 
to the mines, although the threatening approach of winter was beginning to drive them home. 
The same cause made it necessary for me to leave while it was yet possible to make the ascent 
out of the Valley. On Monday morning, Nov. 18, I left Kamiah and arrived at Ft. Lapwai 
Wednesday afternoon Nov. 20, just two hours in advance of a severe storm which would have 
shut me in the mountains until next April, as the journey has been impracticable at any time 
since. 

At Lapwai I found the resistance to allotment still in force, the leaders being the same Indian 
officials abetted by those who cling to old notions and customs. These men threatened to beat 
any man who would take an allotment. Nightly councils were held, and the arts of the medicine 
man invoked to stop the work. The threatenings and wild talk even invaded my office, where, 
however, it met with such a rebuke as to silence the speakers. I refused to hold a council with 
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the Lapwai Indians, deeming that the proposition was not made from an honest desire to learn 
the nature o f the law, but to dictate tenns to the Special /\ llotting Agent. To listen to any such 
talk would have been unfair to the hundreds of law abiding Indians who had already accepted the 
law and taken their lands, but I did spend many hours each day trying to overcome any scruples 
the Indians might entertain to allotment. The trouble finally culminated at an open trial of a Mrs. 
Cox who was called upon to prove her Nez Perce blood, when I was able to publicly expose and 
characterize the conduct of these misleaders, and to show to the Indians that intimidation was 
fruitless and the work of allotting should go on. Before I left I had received their personal 
capitulation of these leaders and the promise of their good behavior in the future. I anticipate no 
organized trouble on my return, but expect considerable opposition from certain Indians who 
own large herds of stock and who are adverse to having the range cut down. 

I am glad to be able to report so complete a victory and that it has been gained without any 
assistance as it leaves my path clear and makes me independent of any conditions which may 
hereafter exist at the Agency. 

The setting in of Winter rendered field work impossible and therefore in accordance with 
instructions under date of Nov. 15, 1889, I returned to Washington, reporting at the office on 
Dec. 21. 

Of the work accomplished by me, which can be set forth in figures the following is a summary: 

Completed allotments 
Allotments by families not yet subdivided 
Partial allotments 

Acres allotted 
Acres selected, belonging to partial allotments 
Total acres covered 

Total 

169 
150 
300 
519 allotments entered 

26,540 
20,000 (about) 
46,540 

I have in progress a complete registry of the tribe showing lineal and co-lateral descent. I have 
registered: 

Families 
No. of persons thus included 
Names obtained of adults whose families are not yet registered 
Making a total of names entered 
Probably representing about 

292 
818 
178 
996 

1550 persons 

I have reason to think I have not reached more than one-half of the tribe. and that the Nez Perce 
Indians number from 2000 to 2500 persons, rather than 1200 as reported by the Agent in 1887. 

As soon as the weather will permit, probably by the last of February or the I st of March, I expect 
to resume field work, beginning in the Lapwai Valley and its tributaries, and covering all the 
territory lying West of Craig's Mt. It will be impossible to cross this mountain before May and 
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take up work upon its western side. The month of July must be spent upon the Clearwater river, 
got in canoes from Grier's Ferry to the North Fork, and thence down the Clearwater to the mouth 
of the Hatwai creek. Indians are living all along the bottom lands, and can only be reached by 
canoe and July is the only month when the water is at a safe stage for boating at all times. The 
country about the North Fork is very rugged and also the breaks of the Clearwater, where much 
of the work of allotment must be carried on, and all this country is as yet unsurveyed, therefore it 
will be impossible to make rapid progress, and I have to ask for authority for increased facilities 
for transportation. There is also another characteristic of the work which will occupy additional 
time, that is, the necessity of cutting out of forties the rocky and bad land with which nothing can 
be done, either agriculturally or for grazing purposes, as I am instructed to do under date of Nov. 
16, 1889. I hope to complete the work next year, but as there are likely to be 1500 allotments, or 
over, to make; a vast mountainous country to survey; large tracts of land to grade as to character, 
and to allot; showing each allottee his boundaries; and at least 200 cases of disputes to decide, it 
may be that I shall not be able to close the field work in December, 1890, but such is my plan 
and such will be my endeavor. 

It is with sincere pleasure that I report the excellent and loyal service of James Stewart, my 
driver and interpreter. He had· written to the Indian Commissioner on the passage of the 
Severalty Act and obtained a copy of the law, and studied it and was ready to brave persecution 
in carrying out its provisions, believing that the gift of citizenship was the greatest boon to the 
Indian. I have made a special communication concerning his compensation in the future. 

The Surveyor, Mr. Edson D. Briggs, has been most diligent and faithful and has accomplished a 
great deal of work. The new survey was not authorized until August 16, 1889. Since then he has 
surveyed the fractional parts of Townships 37, Ranges 4 and 5 West; Townships 31, Ranges 3 
and 4 East; Townships 32, Ranges 3 and 4 East. The township lines run and closed between 
Ranges 2 and 3, 3 and 4, East; and between townships 31 and 32, 32 and 33 North. The running 
out of claims upon the bottom lands on the Clearwater, South Fork, and tributary creeks involved 
much labor and time. The country over which the lines had to be carried was cut up with 
canyons, rendering the chaining difficult and sometimes dangerous. I was able to employ 
Indians, but the severity of the work told severely upon them, only one man holding out to the 
end. I should add that the surveyor has retraced, and discovered all the monuments upon the old 
boundary line of the reservation from the Potlatch creek on the North, to the West line, thence 
South to the Waha Lake, and thence East to the Southeast comer and North to the angle made on 
the Middle Fork of the Clearwater, where the boundary line turns from a Northeasterly to 
Northwesterly direction. The remainder of the boundary line of the reservation will be run as the 
township lines are run which lie along the edge of the reserve. 

The South Fork was not meandered, but the Middle Fork and Clearwater, in Townships 32 and 
33 N, Ranges 3 and 4 East were meandered in accordance with the directions of the Surveyor 
General of Idaho. 

The following indicates the work needed to be done during the next year: 

Townships to be subdivided and township lines run: 
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Township 36 N, Range 3 West. 
" 3 7 ,, " 2 " 
" 
" 

36" 
37" 

" " " 
" " " 

To be partly subdivided: 

Township 36 N, Range 1 West 
" 36 " " 2 East 

2 sides surveyed 
2 " " 
I " " 
I " " 

2 " 
I " 

" 
" 

Township lines run, and townships partly subdivided: 

Township 37 N, Range 1 West 1 side surveyed 
" 36 " " 1 East 2 " " 
" 37 " " 1 East 1 " " 
" 35 " " 2 East 1 " " 
" 34 " " 3 East 2 " " 
" 33 " " 4 East 1 " " 

Some new Survey: 

Townships 36 N, Ranges 4 and 5 West. 

Some new survey and township lines closed. 

Township 33 N, Range 4 West 1 side surveyed 
. " 33" " 3 " 3 " " 
" 34" " 3 " Partly 
" 33" " 2 " " 
" 34" " 2 " " 

Estimating the working days from March 151, 1890 to Dec. 31, 1890 as 262: 

The amount needed to pay the Surveyor for that period is: $2,096.00 
4 men at $1.75 per day 1,834.00 

Making a total estimate of $3,930.00 

needed for the survey of the reservation, and the retracing of the old lines, which amounts 
practically to a new survey. 
§ 

Dec. 28, 1889 (175) 
Washington, D.C. 

The wagon which was turned over to me by Agent Morehouse [Moorhouse] of Umatilla Agency, 
Oregon, was in bad condition when received. It was repaired at the Agency before I took the 
field with it, and had several repairs made at other times during the season. It now needs a 
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thorough overhauling. The hind wheels are so badly dished as to be unsafe, new ones are needed; 
also a new hind axle; and the bar under the hind end of the wagon; the brake needs refitting; the 
pole was broken when the wagon came to me and was held by winding it with wire, it is now 
unsafe and must be replaced by a new one; it is good still, the neck yoke is worn out; and the seat 
and dash board needs repair. The springs, body of the wagon, and front wheels are good and 
with the repairs indicated and a coat of paint the wagon will be safe and serviceable. 

I would respectfully request that I be allowed to make these needed repairs upon this wagon at a 
cost not to exceed sixty ($60.00) dollars and to have the work done by a competent person this 
winter, that no time may be lost when I return to the field in March. 

The two horses turned over to me at the same time and by the same Agent as the wagon 
mentioned above, had both been foundered and one of them gave out completely early in 
September, as was reported by me under date of Sept. 9, 1889. By soaking his hoofs in linseed 
oil, they were cracked to the quick, keeping them damp, and not using him for nearly two 
months, I was able to put him in harness in November and after the rest and care he is having this 
winter he will be ready for work next spring. Under authority of Sept. 28, 1889 I bought a good 
horse, sound, gentle, between 8 and 9 years, broken to harness, saddle, and to pack and now have 
three horses, being well cared for on a farm for the winter. The work of allotment requires my 
constant presence in the field and one team must be in use every day. Each day's driving 
averages between .30 and 40 miles of ground to be gone over and the rough mountainous 
character of the country and absence of roads makes the work hard for the animals. My camp 
must always be made near water and timber and therefore there is frequently quite a ride from 
camp to the point of allotment work. I really need 4 working horses so as to use one team one 
day and to rest it the next. If I have 4 horses, in moving camp, one spare can be used to pack and 
thus avoid the necessity of hiring pack horses. It will therefore be economy to purchase one 
horse, so as to give the needed number, 4 horses, for the allotment work of next year, which will 
be entirely in a wild, uninhabited country, removed from settlements and all sources of supply. 

I would therefore ask authority to purchase a good horse at a cost not to exceed eighty ($80.00) 
dollars, and to do so this winter when a good horse can be bought cheaper than in the spring. 
§ 

Dec. 28, 1889 (176) 
Washington, D.C. , 
During the work of allotment among the Nez Perce Indians, Idaho, next year, I shall be the 
greater part of the time at a distance varying from 20 to 100 miles from the Agency, the distance 
enhanced by rivers and mountains. I shall need now and then to employ extra help, as 
messengers, drivers of pack trains, etc., and I would respectfully request that the authority to 
employ such help when absolutely necessary, which was granted on the 20th of Nov. I 889, be 
continued in force during the period of field work in 1890. Also, the Authority granted Sept. 10, 
1889, for the shoeing of the horses under my care be extended through the same period. 
§ 
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Dec. 30, 1889 (369) 
Washington, D.C. 
1 
The Military reservation upon the Nez Perce reservation which is now occupied by the Industrial 
school, lies along the bottom of the Lapwai creek, rising on its western part to the bench land, 
which latter is used as pasture; the area is 669 16/100 acres. Of that part of the reservation lying 
north of the line running between sections 11 and 14, but a portion is under cultivation, not much 
over 100 acres, while that lying south of the line, about 160 acres in all, has never been used at 
all, and serves only as a race course. This 160 acres contains about 90 acres of fine bottom land 
of a rich and valuable quality. The remainder is rocky creek bed, and upland pasture. Owing to 
the fact that there is so little bottom land available for the Indians living on the Lapwai and its 
tributaries, bottom land being the only soil where vegetables, fruits, and garden stuff can be 
successfully raised; and also taking into account that the Industrial school will possess a fine 
farm of 500 acres of which more than 300 acres will be bottom land; I would respectfully request 
the consideration of the question of withdrawing from the Military reservation, that part of the 
tract lying in sections 14 and 13, and now used as a race course, said tract containing about 160 
acres, and making it available for allotment in 20 acre tracts for the purpose of homes and garden 
plots. 
§ 

Dec. 30, 1889 (370) 
Washington, D.C. 
1 
I would respectfully call your attention to roads and road building upon the Nez Perce Res., in 
relation to allotted land. The mountainous character of Idaho makes it impracticable to run roads 
upon section lines, as accessible ridges or gulches must be followed except in favored localities. 
Roads are essential however, and are needed by the Indians in getting to and from their 
allotments and by the white settlers in passing over the reservation from one part of the country 
to another. At present trails traverse the land, and the few roads on the reservation are laid out in 
entire disregard of the rights of future occupants of the soil. 

Groups of allotted Indians have already asked to be relieved of meandering roads, which badly 
cut up their fields, and as cattle are commoners in Idaho, these roads must be fenced in on both 
sides to prevent depredations from straying stock upon the land under cultivation. 

An instance will show the difficulties connected with these roads. The stage road between 
Lewiston and Genesee runs through the western part of the Nez Perce reservation, north of the 
Clearwater. The road after leaving the Clearwater river, winds up the high bluffs, following a 
carefully laid out grade, cut on the steep sides of the canyons, until it reaches the uplands, where 
it strikes a rolling prairie country. About one-third the way up the grade, the road enters the 
reservation, and continues upon the reserve until it passes out at the north line within a short 
distance of Genesee, which is about a mile and a half from the reservation. Some distance 
beyond where the road leaves the grade, at the Southwest comer of Township 3 7, Range 4 West, 
the road is very nearly on the West line of the township, it then turns easterly and forks on the SE 
114 of NW 1/4 Sec. 31, the main road passing north through the centre of the West 1/2 of Sec. 
30, and through the West 1/2 of that part of Sec. 19, lying within the reservation. The road as it 
passes on this land, cuts up the allotments which occupy all of sections 31, 30 and the fractions 



109 

of 19, and seriously affect the farming interests of these allottees. These Indians have offered to 
rebuild the road, upon the boundary line of the reservation that is, turning it west~ when it leaves 
the township line and turns easterly; and taking it to the reservation line then run it upon the 
West line of the reservation, directly North to Genesee, and they promise to make this proposed 
new road as good a road as the present one. This plan will not increase the distance traveled, on 
the contrary it will lessen the distance as the road now bows to the east, and returns west to 
Genesee. By this change these Indians will avoid several miles of extra fencing, quite an item of 
expense to them. These allottees are all related and have taken their lands in a body, and are 
obliged to completely fence in their united allotments, as thousands of cattle roam over this 
region and the land is the best on the reservation for farming purposes, and they propose to break 
and cultivate it; if, however, they have to run fencing on each side of this road and its fork, which 
winds through their allotments, it will not only break up their fields, but involve an outlay and an 
inconvenience that they earnestly protest against. 

In the Revised Statues of Idaho, 1887, Sec. 93 7, the mode of procedure in changing the direction 
of a road is laid down as follows: 

"If any person through whose lands any public highway is established, is desirous of turning 
such road through any other part of his lands, such person may, by petition, apply to the County 
Commissioners to permit him to turn such road through another part of his land, without 
materially increasing the distance to the injury of the public; and on receipt of such petition, 
accompanied by a sufficient bond to pay the costs and expense to be incurred thereby, the 
Commissioners may appoint three disinterested viewers and surveyor, if they deem it necessary, 
who must view the ground over which the road is proposed to be turned, and ascertain the 
distance such road will be increased by the proposed alteration, and a report in writing, stating 
the several distances so found, together with their opinions as to the utility of making such 
alterations; and if the viewers report to the Commissioners that the prayer of the petition is 
reasonable, the Commissioners upon receiving satisfactory evidence that the proposed new road 
has been opened at a legal width and in all respects made equal to the old road for the 
convenience of travelers, may declare such new road a public highway and make record thereof 
and at the same time vacate so much of the old road as is embraced in the new; and the person 
petitioning for the alteration must pay all the costs and expense of the view and survey, if 
ordered." 

In the treaty of 1855, Act. III, contains the following provision: 

'' And provided that, if necessary for the public convenience, roads may be run through the said 
reservation, and, on the other hand, the right of way with free access from the same to the nearest 
public highway is secured to them, as also the right, in common with citizens of the United 
States, to travel upon all public highways." 

In the treaty of 1863, Act. VIII provides: 

X.X.X.X.X.X. "the same privileges continue to the Indians outside of the reservation, and the 
same rights secured to citizens of the U.S. as to rights of way upon the streams and over the 
roads which may run through said reservation, as are therein set forth." 
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But it is further provided that the United States is the only competent authority to declare and 
establish such necessary roads and highways, and that no other right is intended to be hereby 
granted to citizens of the United States than the right of way upon or over such roads as may be 
thus legally established, provided, however, "That the roads now usually traveled shall, in the 
mean time, be taken and deemed as within the meaning of this Article, until otherwise enacted by 
Act of Congress, or by the authority of the Indian Department." 

Thus it would seem that unless the road from Lewiston to Genesse, and its branch running to the 
Eastward was at the time of the treaty, 1863, in use, or that authority for it had been granted by 
the Government, the changing of the road will rest upon the authority of the Government, not 
upon the County Commissioners of Nez Perce County, Idaho; but it may be best for the sake [of] 
good feeling to comply, in such measure as is practical, with section 93 7 of the revised Statutes 
of Idaho, by consulting with the County Commissioners concerning the changing of the direction 
of this road. 

In view of the injury to the allottees, and that this road and its east branch, which is not a mail 
route, but a road made by white settlers living north of the reservation in Section 23, etc., not 
only cuts across the land suitable for fields, but that it must be fenced on both sides to keep out 
stock, invoking over seven miles of fencing incurring an expense the Indians are not able to 
meet, I would respectfully suggest that the Surveyor, Mr. Briggs, be authorized to report upon 
the feasibility and propriety of the proposed change of road and that he stake out the new road 
indicating where grades, if any, should be established and that the Department upon the basis of 
this report should negotiate with the County Commissioners for the change of road, with the 
understanding that said change should be made without expense to the County and that all work 
should be done by the allottees who are to be benefited by the change of highway. 

I would further suggest that the Surveyor be authorized to report upon the roads that are in 
present use upon the reservation and to make such suggestions as to change, as will prevent any 
future difficulties of both whites and Indians; and that in conjunction with the Agent I be 
authorized to report upon such roads, giving the estimate of work, etc. with a view of having 
such roads established while yet the Nez Perce reservation is under the full control of the 
Department, and before patents shall have been issued to the Indians, whereby they pass under 
the laws of the Territory. 
§ 

Dec. 30, 1889 (371) 
Washington, D .C. 

I would respectfully ask instructions concerning the lands hitherto held as Mail Stations on the 
Nez Perce Reservation, how much of them are subject to allotment. 

At Grier's Ferry, on the Clearwater, Eastern part of the reservation, four fields have been 
enclosed, these being upon the bottom and uplands, not far from I 00 acres are thus controlled 
besides unlimited pasture. 

At Caldwell's Station on the West side of Craig's Mt. over 80 acres are enclosed, while the cattle 
roam over miles of pasture. 
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At White's Station, over 700 acres are under fence. This latter station is now not on the stage 
line which has been changed to pass outside the reservation line. 

All these stations have more or less substantial improvements and buildings. 

At Fir bluffs, on the Clearwater river, mouth of the Potlatch there is a warehouse and station for 
the storage of grain, controlled by Mr. McFarland. Concerning this site there is a dispute, 
Indians claiming that their improvements have been encroached upon, and others that this 
warehouse is an intrusion not warranted by treaty. As to the exact status of this warehouse and 
the tract claimed by Mr. McFarland, I have been unable to obtain precise information. 

Several Indians have already filed with me applications for allotment on these station lands, but I 
have said nothing could be done until the Department signified what lands were to be reserved 
for Station purposes, and I therefore await instructions. 
§ 

Dec. 30, 1889 (3 72) 
Washington, D.C. 

1 
I would respectfully call your attention to the tract of land lying Southeast of the Military 
reservation on Lapwai creek, Nez Perce reservation, known as the Hay reservation. This body of 
land contains 655 64/100 acres, and has the Lapwai creek as its Western and Southern boundary. 
Along this creek there are about 120 or 130 acres of bottom land, the remaining 500 acres are 
rocky and steep mountain hardly fitted for pasture. No hay has ever been cut upon this 
reservation, nor has any use been made of the land by the government. There are, however, a 
few Indians who are living on the bottom, and have been there for many years. To refuse to allot 
these Indians upon the lands where they have made permanent improvements and have lived for 
years, would be a hardship and as the land is not used, or really needed by the Government, I 
would respectfully request that such action be taken as would render the Hay reservation open to 
allotment. 
§ 

1890 Letters to Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

Jan. 2, 1890 (373) 
Washington, D.C. 

1 
There are certain persons concerning whom it is doubtful that they have any Nez Perce blood and 
therefore entitled to Allotment on Nez Perce lands and the tribe has demanded that I investigate 
all such cases. In thus doing I have discovered some individuals who have always lived with the 
tribe, knowing no other home, but who are not Nez Perce. 
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A typical instance will make this plain: 
The mother of Edward Reboin, was born of Flathead parents; at an early age her father died, and 
her mother married a Nez Perce, and she went with her mother and step-father to live on the Nez 
Perce reservation. Later her mother died and she continued to live with here step-father and 
grew up with her Nez Perce half-sisters, finally she married a French man and Edward Reboin 
was born of this marriage. He states he was brought up in ignorance of his mother's Flathead 
blood supposing her to be a half-Nez Perce. Edward's wife is a full-blood Umatilla, so neither 
he or his wife are entitled by birth to an allotment on Nez Perce lands. 

As Edward Reboin has never known any other home, it seems hard to turn him adrift and I 
would respectfully ask if it is possible for the tribe to adopt Edward Reboin so that he can be 
allotted, and if so, what form of adoption would be regarded as legal by the Department, the 
treaties making no provision for adoption? 

There are other cases of doubtful lineage where the persons, so far as I have yet been able to 
learn, have never lived on the reservation until the land was designated for allotment. Can such 
persons upon failure to prove Nez Perce blood become subjects for adoption by the tribe? 
§ 

Jan. 2, 1890 (374) 
Washington, D.C. 
,r 
Owing to the presence of work, and the stormy weather before leaving Ft. Lapwai, I was unable 
to personally examine a place called the "boom," on the Clearwater river and which is claimed 
by Jas. Moses, he demanding to be allotted, so as to command the approach to this place. I was 
informed by several creditable persons that it would be a hardship to the tribe to have access to 
the "boom" controlled by an individual and particularly by Jas. Moses, who lives by his wits as a 
politician, securing positions in the gift of the Agent, etc. (he is now Judge) and who is a man of 
prominence, but without influence among the better class in the tribe. Several protests to his 
holding this land were received by me from various Indians, at the same time, Jas. Moses handed 
me a paper addressed "to whom it may concern," and signed by "Chas. C. Montieth, U.S. Indian 
Agent," dated last November, in which it was stated that Jas. Moses was entitled to this boom 
and its sole possessor. As the "boom" is located near the lower Agency, I asked Special Agent 
Gordon to examine it and to give me his opinion as to the feasibility of permitting Jas. Moses to 
have the "boom." 

Special Agent Gordon reports as follows: 

"In compliance with your request I have inquired into the matter of the place commonly called 
the "boom" on the Clearwater river near the mouth of Lapwai creek, and I am informed some 
years ago the Government established a boom there to catch drift wood for fuel and other 
purposes, that the boom was swept away and that since that time James Moses has claimed the 
place and has himself endeavored to reestablish a boom there." 

I am further informed that this is a place in the river where there is an eddy during high water 
and into which drift wood still voluntarily float or into which it can be easily towed by canoe and 
that the Indians generally have used it as a place in common at which to catch drift wood. And 
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in view of this information, I should respectfully suggest and recommend that the lands abutting 
and embracing the place of the eddy and the so-called "boom" be not allotted to James Moses or 
any other individual Indian who might seek to establish a monopoly in the drift wood business, 
but that said lands be set apart for the common use and benefit of the Nez Perce Indians. 

In view of the facts set forth and that the Indians living on the Clearwater, and Lapwai and its 
tributaries are dependent upon drift wood for fuel, Craig's Mt. with its timber being 20 miles or 
more away, and it being impossible to get wood to many of the Indian homes except by the river, 
I would respectfully suggest that the land commanding the "boom," as much as shall be 
necessary, be set apart for tribal use, distinct from the merely unallotted land, so that this tract 
may hereafter be exempt from any negotiations which may hereafter be made relating to the 
unallotted tribal lands: and that I be authorized to furnish a map showing forth this tract for the 
full information of the Department in order that this land may be thus definitely held for the use 
of the tribe during the period of trust. 
§ 

Jan.4, 1890 (268) 
Washington D. C. 

1 
I herewith submit two vouchers covering purchases which the necessity of the service demanded 
and for which I had no authority, nor could I wait to secure it, and in the presence and isolation 
of field work I did not write at the time, explaining and asking authority for them. 

1. The harness received from Agent Morehouse [Moorhouse], Umatilla Agency, Oregon, was an 
old patched up affair which broke apart every time it was used. I reported upon it and was 
allowed to purchase a new harness. The neck yoke straps were not included in the harness, I had 
only authority for the harness proper, so I purchased the neck yoke straps with my own money. 
The heavy mountain travel required extra hold back straps and these I bought. All these straps 
have been in use during the entire work of 1889. 

2. When I left the Agency I secured only a partly used box of wagon grease and was obliged to 
purchase, as soon as I could send to a settlement. The hard travel and dry season made it needful 
to use grease every day. 

3. The dilapidated condition of the wagon made it needful to replace bolts and nuts, some of 
which however, were lost in the rough travel up and down canyons. 

4. The wire was necessary for the same reasons. 

5. There was no means of holding the load on the wagon except by tying it on, the rope was 
therefore necessary. 

6. Lariats were needed to keep the horses from straying away at night as I was camping for 4 
months and over. 
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7. I have already reported upon the condition of the horses turned over from the Umatilla 
Agency. One horse had been very badly foundered. I had much trouble with his hoofs all 
summer. The first of September they cracked to the quick and the animal was useless. By the 
use of castile soap and linseed oil and entire rest for two months I was able to save the horse for 
future service. 

8. Used on the horse mentioned above. 

9. All my clerical work had to be done at night and on my return to Kamiah the rainy season had 
set in and a fire was needful for office work. There was no wood except that claimed by 
individual Indians, so I had to buy wood and have it split for use. 

10. The rugged nature of the Country, the hard work entailed upon my horses, made it needful 
for me to hire pack horses to carry my camp outfit, which served as my office, as well as 
dwelling. I moved my camps as seldom as possible, owing to the expense incurred. I took a 
subvoucher but on one occasion, which was when I broke camp on the South Fork of the 
Clearwater and returned to Kamiah, the journey was a difficult one, involving crossing the river 
three times, and making steep descents, as well as ascents. The work could not have been done 
by the Government horses, they did all they could besides. 

11. The nearest good Blacksmith was at Mt. Idaho, a full day's journey from Kamiah and my 
camps where I had to send to get the horses shod, and their foundered condition made their shoes 
liable to loosen and fall off. As the horses had to travel some 60 or 70 miles to and from the 
Blacksmith's and to remain overnight in a village, they had to be fed and kept in a safe place. 
This involved expense, 75 cents for each horse, $1.50 per trip. 

12. My driver who took the horses to be shod carried his food for the day, but needed lodging 
and breakfast, as it was a two day's trip. This expense was necessary and had to be met. The 
lodging was 75 cents, breakfast 75 cents, $1.50 for each trip. There were four trips made during 
the season. 

Hoping that you may see fit to grant authority for these needful expenditures. 
§ 

Jan. 4, 1890 (294) 
Washington, D.C. 

1 
Permit me to call your attention to the one great need of the allotted Indians on the Nez Perce 
reservation and that is, barbed wire to fence in their lands and keep their fields from depredations 
of stock. You are aware how fully the reservation has been occupied by cattle. A part of these 
animals are owned by the Indians and even if the whitemen's stock could be successfully held off 
of the reservation the Indian herds of ponies and cattle would still threaten the farms about to be 
opened by Allotted Indians. The Indians have generally fenced in their garden spots with a 
seven or nine rail fence, but these fences are impractical upon the uplands, where there is no 
timber, and where it would take several thousand rails to enclose one allotment and even then 
afford insufficient protection. 
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Wherever it has been possible I have induced families and their near of kin to take their 
allotments in a body so as to bring their land in a compact form, more easily fenced and 
protected; not to mention the benefits which will arise in the case of death and inheritance. 
Several of these groups are upon good fanning land and the allottees are desirous of opening up 
fields on their allotments, but the first thing needful is to fence their land. Barbed wire is 
absolutely essential, this costs money, which the Indians have but very little of, and but few ways 
of earning. In view of the benefit to be desired from fencing and as an encouragement and 
incentive to farming with its more settled habits than men herding cattle induces, I would 
respectfully recommend that a portion of the money appropriated to assist allotted Indians be 
expended for the Nez Perce Indians in purchasing barbed wire, and that this wire be issued first 
to those Allottees who are upon Agricultural lands that they may be able to open farms this 
coming season. 
§ 

Jan. 4, 1890 (295) 
Washington, D.C. 
,r 
James Stewart who so faithfully served me and the Government last year as my driver and 
interpreter and who is the only man I know on the reservation with sufficient education, general 
intelligence and honesty of act and speech to serve in the capacity of interpreter in allotting 
lands, and who wil.l serve me in the same capacity when I resume work this Spring, will during 
this year be under considerable expense. He will camp with me during the entire 10 months I 
expect to be in the field, and most of that time I shall be in remote places, forced to bring my 
food supply from a distance on pack horses and at a heavy cost. In view of James' capacity, 
faithfulness and the heavy expense of living in the wilderness, I would respectfully ask to be 
permitted to pay him at the rate of seventy ($70.00) dollars per month, instead of sixty ($60.00) 
as last year. I have seen that his expenses consume a large part of his wages leaving him very 
little pay for his services. I would not ask this increase did I not think it just and demanded by 
the high price of living in that remote region, where mining prices control the market and every 
article of food costs three or four times as much as the same thing in Washington, D.C. 
§ 

Feb. 4, 1890 (3371) 
Washington, D.C. 
1 
I have the honor to report that I have today completed all that it is possible for me to accomplish 
here in connection with the allotment of the Nez Perce Tribe, and the season is not yet far 
enough advanced to permit the resumption of field duties. I would therefore respectfully ask for 
leave of absence without pay for a period not to exceed thirty days, with the understanding, that 
if meanwhile the Surveyor telegraphs me that the weather will permit field work, that I report the 
fact and be allowed to return at once to the Nez Perce Res. Idaho. 
§ 

March 13, 1890 (7855) 
Washington. D.C. 
1 
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At the expiration of the 30 days leave of absence granted me I returned to the Office to make 
needed preparations to resume field work. As it was decided to have me stop at the Omaha 
Reservation, Nebraska and report upon the needs and conditions of the allotted Indians when 
enroute to the Nez Perce, Idaho, it was needful for me to ascertain what could legally be done for 
them and that being known, to estimate upon the help I should need for the field work and get 
authority for it. This matter has occupied considerable time, as several difficult legal points 
came up which modified plans of action and also my instructions. It was at the same time 
necessary that I should write several letters to arrange for the care of the horses carried on my 
property returns to extend the time of their stay with the farmer, obtain authority for feed, and 
other minor points; to lay out work for my Surveyor so that my stopping in Nebraska should not 
delay the survey in Idaho. I had also to arrange for the services of my interpreter at present 
engaged in the school and to attend to many matters of detail incident to the delay of a fortnight 
or more in my arrival at the Nez Perce. More over, I was asked to make a further report upon the 
land owned by the Langford claim, setting forth the improvements carried and the families 
whose homes were threatened. All these duties I have been engaged upon and they will occupy 
me all this week and possibly Monday by which time I hope my instructions for my report will 
be signed so that I can at once leave Washington, D.C. 
§ 

March 17, 1890 (8772) 
Washington, D.C. 
,r 
Permit me to call your attention to certain Nez Perce Indians living in the Lapwai creek bottom 
land covered by the claim of Mr. W. G. Langford. 

In my letter of July 15, 1889 I called attention to the description of the land in the deed given by 
the Amer. Board of Foreign Missions to W. G. Langford, it being in two tracts, the first covering 
about 21 acres in Sec. 22, Township 36, Range 4 West and described by metes and bounds. This 
tract is the old mission site of Rev. H. H. Spalding. The second tract takes as its place of 
beginning one of the bounds marking the first tract and ascends the Lapwai creek between the 
"foot hills" to make out the complement of the 640 acres claimed. I also mentioned the lack of a 
clear statement as to what constitutes the foot hills. Mr. Langford's lawyers asserting that the 
bottom land only was to be taken and in that case the claim would extend up the creek, beyond 
the North line of the tract known as the Military Reservation in Sec. 2, T35, R4W. If however, 
the lower bench should be included the claim would stop at or near the 7th Parallel. 

From evidence in the Indian Office it seems that when Rev. H. H. Spalding entered upon his 
Mission work among the Nez Perce in 1836 he settled upon the Lapwai creek and made his 
permanent improvements on the first tract described in Mr. Langford's deed. This tract has 
always been recognized as the land given to Mr. Spalding and no Indian has ever made any 
improvements upon these 21 acres, or laid claim to the land. 

Upon the second tract Mr. Spalding induced Indians to settle, open farms, and build homes. Not 
long after the Survey of 1870 the Agent fenced in the various tracts claimed by Indian residents. 
Unfortunately, the fences did not follow the lines of the Survey, but the native fields. Within 
these enclosures the Indians have remained in undisturbed possession making each year valuable 
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improvements until today the entire tract covered by Mr. Langford's claim is overspread with 
fields, orchards and houses, all representing the work of the Indians themselves. 

The following is a list of the Indians living upon this tract, the second described in the Langford 
deed and the time the present residents have occupied the land. 

Beginning at the South boundary of this tract and ascending the creek on the West side: 

1. Peter Platter: married 2 years since to the widow of Henry who had lived on this land over 20 
years. 

2. Eliza (widow): has lived on the land 8 years, traded to secure this land with Frank who had 
worked it for 15 years previously. 

3. Flemming: married 3 years ago the widow of the man who had farmed this tract for 30 years. 

4. Waskkin (very old man): one of the men gathered by Mr. Spalding about the Mission, has 
lived on this land for over 50 years. 

5. Old Jacob: has lived on the place nearly 50 years, his father on the land before from the first 
establishment of Mission. 

6. James Grant: has lived there over 20 years, before the time of the Survey in 1870. 

7. Koosk: lived on the land before the Survey of 1870, "was raised on this land." 

8. Joseph Lowny: lived there 6 years, the land occupied before for many years. 

9. John Levi: 3 years ago bought it of James Moses who had lived on the land 13 years. 

10. Abraham Banks: the land deserted during the Nez Perce War 1877 and since then occupied 
by present owner. 

11. John Cotter: same occupancy as no. 10. 

12. Mary Shester: same as nos. 10 and 11. 

13. Williams: has lived 5 years on the land, the first to improve this claim. 

On the East side of the Lapwai beginning at the south boundary of the Spalding tract: 

14. James Moses: has lived on the land 16 years. 

15. Edward Reboin: married 6 years since the widow of Levi, who settled the land from an old 
woman who had lived on it 30 years. 
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16. Claimed for the child of Archie Lawyer: land has been occupied for 20 years or more. 

17. Mary David (widow): the husband of the widow inherited the land from his grandmother 
who had lived on the land 50 years. 

18. Mrs. Celia Reubens: has lived here 15 years. 

19. Seth: lived on this tract 9 years. 

20. Ip nop-ty-one pas: received land from his brother, held in the family 50 years. 

21. Eugene Lowry: lived there 5 years, traded it with widow of Fire Cloud. 

22. Thomas Moore: lived on the land for 20 years, it was occupied before that by wife's brother. 

23. Laughing George: lived there before the Survey in 1870. 

24. Mrs. Titus Thompson: lived there 8 years, the land had been previously improved. 

25. Old Sam: married widow ofNo-te-se-sa 3 years ago, land had been occupied many years. 

26. Ned White: lived on land 12 years. 

Twenty six families have their homes upon this claim, and a considerable portion of these farms 
have been held in the families still holding them for 50 years or more, these antedating, by 
occupation and work, passage of the Endowment Act of August 14, 1848, by virtue of which the 
Amer. Board of Foreign Missions claimed their right to the land they deeded on Feb. 14, 1868 to 
Mr. W. G. Langford. At this latter date nearly all the tract deeded was occupied by Indian 
homes, the people having been induced to settle on this land by Missionary efforts. 

By office letter dated Aug. 14, 1889, marked "Law and Land 20118-1889" I am instructed not to 
allot this tract claimed by W.G. Langford "leaving it to be held by the Indians in common." 

The land covered by the Langford claim is among the most valuable possessed by the Nez Perce 
and is the most valuable today occupied and improved by Indians. It is all of it a rich bottom, 
well watered, easily irrigated, where fruits, vegetables and any sort of crops can be raised; fruits 
and vegetables need irrigation as well as other crops in that section of the country. The value of 
this tract is well known to white settlers and the recent passage of a bill through the House of 
Representatives granting a right of way for a railroad down the Potlatch creek to the Clearwater 
river thence Westward to Lewiston, Idaho, has a tendency to enhance the value of this tract. The 
proposed railroad will pass by or through the Langford claim, and the level patch of 21 acres at 
the mouth of the Lapwai affords a good town site, the [?] of this creek being a natural opening to 
the Clearwater for quite a region West of Craig's Mountains. In view of these facts it would be 
contrary to all previous experience in Indian matters, to assume that after the allotment of the 
Nez Perce Indians is complete, the Indians now living on this tract would be able to maintain 
their possession of this land in addition to their full allotments elsewhere. If this land is to be left 
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"to be held by the Indians in common" it will be tantamount to taking it from the families who 
for over 50 years have lived and worked upon it raising there their crops and supporting their 
families by their industry, sending their children to school and listening to the teachings of the 
Missionary. The opinion of Att'y Gen. Brewster under date of March 17, 1882 states: "when 
the Nez Perces tribe cedes the land in question to the United States, it would seem that they 
would take it for the benefit of Langford and his heir." Ascending to this decision it would seem 
that as soon as the right of Indian occupancy is extinguished, the title is to be vested in Langford 
and his heirs. Thus a new danger is added, since when all the Indians living on these farms are 
elsewhere allotted there will be little chance of this tract being held as tribal land for the benefit 
of men holding allotments elsewhere. 

In the voluminous data relating to the Langford claim, very little, if anything, has been said 
concerning these 26 Indians homes threatened with destruction. The controversy has been 
almost exclusively confined to the Agency site and buildings, whereas the hardship will fall 
wholly upon the Indians who have never been regarded in the matter. To remove these 26 
families would be a hardship as well as a wrong. There is no other land of a like character which 
they can take in exchange. The bottom land East of Craig's Mountain is limited in quantity and is 
all occupied by Indians and the farm of the Government Industrial school. 

As these Indians are powerless to defend themselves, but must look to the Government to protect 
their homes and property, and as to allot these Indians their full quota of land elsewhere would 
destroy all chance to secure possession of their homes so seriously threatened by the claim of 
W.G. Langford: I would respectfully suggest that steps be taken to enter into negotiations with 
Mr. W.G. Langford with a view to the relinquishment of his claim, not yet fully established, 
without further litigations, that the land so long worked and lived upon by these 26 families may 
be secured to them under the Act of Feb. 8, 1887. Should there be no legal authority for the 
Government taking such steps, I would suggest that Congress be requested to empower the 
Secretary of the Interior to extinguish the claim of W.G. Langford paying him such a sum as 
should be deemed just. The money then expended to be refunded from the sale of the surplus 
lands of the Nez Perce Indians after the completion of their allotment. 
§ 

May 2, 1890 (16170a) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 

1 
I herewith transmit my report of Irregular Employees for the months of March and April. I have 
included on the same blank, the Clerk and Interpreter I was permitted to employ upon the work 
concerning the Omaha Indians. 

James Stewart, in accordance with his agreement with me, resigned his position at the 
Government School on the 15 of April and at once took charge of the Government horses and 
made ready for my arrival and resumption of the work. 

I respectfully ask your approval of said Reports of Employees. 
§ 
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May 3, 1890 (14906) 
Nez Perce Agency. Idaho , 
On Monday April 28111 I reached this place and am camped in the rooms I occupied last winter. I 
anticipate crossing the Mountains and completing the allotments in the Southern and Eastern part 
of the reservation as soon as I have closed up some work here. 
My horses I found in excellent condition, my wagon well repaired, and James Stewart had done 
all he could to have everything ready for the resumption of allotments. 

I have a little difficulty concerning the horse I wish to buy, the man is unwilling to sell the 
animal, unless he is allowed to buy the horse back later in the season. I may be able to effect an 
arrangement as the animal is suited to my work. 

The Agent is ready to render every assistance in helping forward the allotment. There is still 
some lingering opposition on the part of those who resist changes of custom and also those who 
own herds of ponies and cattle, they fear the cutting down of some of the range. With the Agent 
in sympathy with the law these difficulties will soon be overcome. 

Mr. Briggs, the Surveyor, has been in the field for a month, running out lines, and making some 
new survey on difficult ground, near the Clearwater, meandering the stream from above mouth 
of the Lapwai, to the Western line of the reservation and completing some unfinished work in 
Township 36, Range 4 West. He has off duty three days at the close of the month making some 
surveys adjoining the Western line of the reservation. This work was requested by the Surveyor 
General and is now completed. 

I have been busy with my quarterly accounts for the 3rd quarter and shall go to Lewiston Monday 
to swear to them. 

The intense heat and lack of rain is beginning to turn the young grass yellow and to threaten the 
grain crop. 
§ 

May 8, 1890 (16170b) 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 

1 
I have found a young sound horse, a mate for the horse I bought last fall, but the owner is 
unwilling to sell him except on the condition that he can buy him back next Fall at such time as I 
stop using him and for the price which he sells him, $80. The animal is excellent. I have been 
using him for the past week and I would recommend that the Department accept these terms as 
the horse will cost only his feed while in use. The man does not need to use the horse this 
summer, but will need him later in the year. It is difficult to find trusty and sound horses and one 
needs both in this rough country where one's life is often at the mercy of one's horses. 
§ 

May 12, 1890 (16171) 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho , 
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I have the honor to report upon the work during the past week as follows: 

The comers set by the Surveyor last fall along the Valley of the Sweetwater have all been 
destroyed by the Indians living there. The fences built by the Government shortly after the 
Survey of 1870-71 were set according to the wishes of the Indians and in entire disregard of the 
lines so that the fields occupied by the Indians cannot be allotted in their present shape. The 
Surveyor has rerun these lines and I have spent several days in seeking to effect compromises 
and adjustments. I have been successful in several cases and think I shall get thro this week. It 
is difficult to explain why the Gov't should build a fence on the .... [ remaining 6 lines of letter 
badly smudged and unreadable]. 
§ 

May 16, 1890 (16207) 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 

'ii 
The Lapwai and Sweetwater valleys are bounded on both sides by hills several hundred feet 
high. To get in and out of these valleys roads must be laid out by graded zigzags in between the 
mouth of the Lapwai and the old stage road leading down to the Sweetwater. These roads should 
be marked out and made a matter of record. I have gone over the ground with the Agent and he 
fully concurs in the importance of providing for roads to get in and out of the country. Roads on 
Section lines are a(?out impossible in this rough and mountainous region and most of the roads 
must run thro allotments, or as in grading down a hill or mountain, several acres must be 
occupied upon lands sometimes claimed for pasture. In view of these facts I would request that I 
be authorized to request the Surveyor to mark out practical roads, where they will be needed, and 
in conjunction with the Agent submit them to you for approval. 
§ 

May 30, 1890 (17304) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 

~r 
I have the honor to report that my headquarters are still at Ft. Lapwai where I am at work trying 
to close up the allotments in the immediate vicinity. I have settled the dispute and the Surveyor 
has run out the improvement, and I have effected compromises between the lines of the Survey 
and the lines in which the government built the fences, to the satisfaction of all parties, along the 
South bank of the Clearwater; below the Lapwai; along the Lapwai; and Sweetwater. The Tom 
Bell creek, a tributary to the Lapwai from the East, is thickly settled for five miles and is upon 
unsurveyed land. The Cottonwood creek, some twelve or fifteen miles long, emptying into the 
Clearwater 4 or 5 miles East of the Lapwai, is also thickly settled and is unsurveyed. As these 
creeks run Northeast and Southwest and Southeast and Northwest, all the fences and 
improvements cross the lines of survey and will make compromises necessary. All the land 
along Garden gulch creek which empties into the Lapwai from the East opposite the Fort has 
h- ·en resurveyed and allotted and also the land to the Eastward some 5 or 6 miles. 

This part of the reservation is very much broken, cut up by gulches, not deep canyons as in the 
Southeastern part, and this makes it needful to go once every 20 or 40 acres to grade the land 
accurately. Moreover, the country is destitute of water except these creeks, there being very few 
springs among the hills and this renders it absolutely necessary to divide the creeks bottoms so as 
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to give as many allotters access to water as it is possible to do. The retracing of the old survey, 
owing to the nature of the soil, and the conformation of the land, is about the same as making an 
entire new survey and this makes the work heavy. And added to the disputes and the care which 
must the taken in grading because of many conditions which surround the reservation, causes the 
work to go more slowly than I could wish. 

At present Mr. Briggs is carrying a line across a part of the unsurveyed land along the Tom Bell 
creek to connect it with land which has been surveyed lying 8 miles from here in order to make it 
possible for me to complete a group of allotments which I have promised to attend to before 
crossing the Mountains. He can only work sunny days on new lines, so I have to shift the work 
to suit the weather, which is often difficult to do without loss of time. Unfortunately, it keeps 
ragged edges in the work, but in the end it will make no difference. 

I have made 64 allotment, since my last report, 44 of which are completed. The other 20 
allottees will have to take the [?] of their land elsewhere, the amount allotted being on creek 
bottoms where their improvements lay. 

As soon as I have completed a few allotments here, which I am under promise to fulfill, I shall 
cross the mountains and go to Kamiah by way of Meadow creek to finish up the work there. If I 
delay here longer I shall arrive there just as the people are harvesting and as soon as this the 
grain is gathered, nearly all the people go away to run pack trains between Lewiston and the 
mines in the mountains. It is necessary that I should be in Kamiah while all the people are at 
home in order to finish the adjustment of their fences with the lines of the survey and having run 
out their improvements, allot to them the remainder of their land. 

The question of roads becomes more and more serious. Roads should be laid out before the 
Indian's fence and barbed wire should be given each allottee. Otherwise, it will be impossible 
for the Indians to cultivate their farms, as the reservation is over run with stock. 

The season has been very dry, already the grass is withering and the question of how to sustain 
my horses is assuming a grave character. It is a very difficult matter to have to pack food for the 
animals and without horses that are in good condition, one cannot get over this rough country. 
§ 

June 14, 1890 (19277) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
1 
I have the honor to report that I leave this place on Monday for Kamiah where I shall complete 
the allotment of the Indians living in that Valley. Altho I leave many allotments here incomplete, 
I cannot delay my departure longer as the Kamiah Indians begin to freight to the mines in July 
and I cannot reach them all while I am there before harvest time. 

I have made since my last report 50 allotments which are complete and 8 allotments in part, i.e. 
running out improvements upon bottoms so as to ascertain how much the allottee takes where he 
lives that I may calculate his full allotment. The people live in the gulches where there is water 
and they cannot be induced to leave these little spots to take all their land in a body, nor would it 
always be prudent for them to do so, the country is so arid. I have held 6 formal meetings to 
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adjust quarrels and settle some 7 other disputes. The people jump claims like grasshoppers and 
cause much extra labor by their activity-in this particular. 
§ 

June 14, 1890 (20064) 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
,r 
In reference to the Hay reservation in Township 34, Range 4 West in this reservation, I would 
respectfully report as follows: 

The plat is not accurate as to the course of the creek on the West and South boundary of the hay 
res. The narrow strip of bottom land is occupied by Indian families who have lived there for the 
past ten to fifteen years and as the government has never used any of the reservation, it would 
seem to be unjust to refuse to allot these Indians their present homes. I would therefore 
recommend that the boundaries of the hay reservation be changed so as to open to allotment all 
of Lots 10 and 24, Sec. 14 and the Wl/2 of NWl/4 of the SWl/4 Sec. 13. Also all of Lots 14 
and 15 and the El/2 of SEl/4 of the NEl/4 Sec. 13. Also all of Lots 12, 13, 14, and 15 of Sec. 
24 as these tracts are now covered by Indian improvements. The hay reservation will remain as a 
pasture and access to the creek be left on the El/2 of the NEl/4 ofNEl/4 Sec. 23 where a gulch 
comes down from the latter at this point and affords the only approach from the high land to the 
bottom. 

The Agent has visited the ground with me and approves of this recommendation. 
§ 

June 26, 1890 (20774) 
Kamiah 

1 
I have the honor to report that my entire party including the Surveyor and his men crossed the 
mountains and arrived here Saturday night, June 21 after two days journey through sunshine and 
ram. 

We are now completing the work in this Valley. The value of the bottom land makes the Indians 
very tenacious of their gardens and to adjust their improvements so as to bring their claims into 
such shape as to make them conform to legal subdivision demands time and patience as well as 
skillful surveying. The mineral deposited in the mountains renders a needle worthless here 
abouts. The solar instrument being in use exclusively. This instrument demands the sun and as 
there have been an average of 4 thunder storms a day, the delays are annoying when one wishes 
to get on with the work rapidly. 

The rains of the past two weeks have helped the crops, but now the "crickets" have come by the 
million and gardens, crops, and even the timothy grass is being eaten. The year promises to be a 
hard one for the Indians. 
§ 

June 27, 1890 (20776) 
Kamiah 
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1 
There is a field here at Kamiah which was formerly used by the School. I have not allotted it 
pending the decision of the Department concerning the opening of a school at this point. May I 
ask to be informed whether there is to be a school here? If there is not, then the best use to be 
made of this field is to turn it over to the Mission for Missionary [??] but should there be a 
school here then this land will be needed for a garden and I must find some other tract for the 
Mission. 
§ 

July 5, 1890 (21620) 
Kamiah 

1 
The Surveyor Mr. Briggs has drawn off the allotments in Sec. 12, Township 33N, Range 3 East 
lying on the West side of the Clearwater river in Kamiah Valley. Each allotment is traced in 
wavy red lines and also designated by a Roman letter on that portion of each 20 acre lot which it 
touches. 

These allotments were thus made in order to cover the allottees improvements as the law 
provides. The fences and fields of the people did not conform to the lines of the Government 
Survey, but by [?] of negotiations I have succeeded in bringing about compromises and 
exchanges so as to give each one his substantial improvements, the [?] of the land relinquished 
and bring his lands into such form as to come with proper legal subdivisions. With all our efforts 
the descriptions are complicated and difficult to retrace. 

An example will make this clear. Take allotment O in the Diagram, it reads: 

Wl/2 Lot 15 
NWl/4 ofNl/2 and Nl/2 ofSWI/4 ofNl/2. Lot 18. 
N 1/2 ofN 1/2 and N 1/2 of SE 1/4 ofN 1/2 Lot 19. 
S 1/4 and SEl/4 of Nl/2 and Sl/2 ofNEl/4 ofNl/2 Lot 13. 
El/2 and SWl/4 and SWI/4 ofNI/2 and Sl/2 of NWl/4 of Nl/2 Lot 14. 
Sec. 12, Township 33N, Range 3 East containing 42.50 acres. 

Intricate as these and all the other lines are, to endeavor to draw them any closer to the lines of 
the twenty acre lots would in all cases cause the allottee to lose valuable improvements, house, 
orchard, or his sole supply of water. Moreover, it sometimes happens that four families live 
upon one 20 acre lot, and both the law and justice seems to require the division of the lot among 
the residents. Again it happens that one man's improvements stretch over three or four lots in 
some such manner as the example cited above, so that a division of the lots is inevitable. 

Working here among the people I can see no other way to allot than as Mr. Briggs and I have 
hitherto done, but the work is so complicated, it has seemed prudent to refer the matter to you by 
diagram, that you may see the exact conditions here, and, if you do not think that the land should 
be so minutely divided, I would respectfully request that you indicate on the enclosed diagram 
how you would rearrange these claims, covering improvements. It is proper to tell you that just 
such elaborate work is necessary where ever the Indians live, since a very large proportion live 
upon the bottoms of the Sweetwater, Mission, Lapwai, and Tom Bell creeks, in the Big Canyon 
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on the South Fork and the Clearwater river. Upon the uplands where the people must take the 
residue of their allotments the regular subdivisions will be observed. 

To work out these claims on the ground, making a fair division of fields, then negotiating the 
compromises between the various parties, requires much time and labor on the part of the entire 
force, and if this work is not likely to meet your approval, it will be best to know it as soon as 
possible in order to save time and expense. 
§ 

July 11, 1890 (22656) 
Kamiah 
,r 
I would respectfully ask that authority be granted me to purchase for the use of the four Gov't 
horses in my charge during the present quarter: 

2150 lbs of Oats at not to exceed 2 cents per lb. 
2000 lbs ofHay " " " " 1 " " " 

By August the grass is so dried that the horses cannot find any pasture so that hay will be needed 
for their use while working during August and September. Even now there is but little feed on 
the mountain sides .. 
§ 

July 12, 1890 (22804) 
Kamiah , 
Since my last report of June 28 the days have been busily occupied running out and adjusting the 
claims held in this valley. All upon the East side of the Clearwater are completed and not the 
least part of the work has been the securing of equitable exchanges and divisions of fields so as 
to make each allotment come as near the lines of the twenty acre lots as possible. The fields were 
in all sorts of shapes, cutting across the lines of the survey at almost every angle. As all the land 
was improved, to effect the present lines was the outcome of considerable negotiation and labor. 
All the Indian owners are satisfied and I have left no quarrels behind. In this difficult task, Mr. 
Briggs has rendered most faithful and painstaking service, showing remarkable skill in his 
surveying and adjustments of the complicated lines. 

Next week I expect to complete all the allotments on the West side of the Clearwater so that by 
the beginning of the week after July 21, Mr. Briggs will leave this valley and begin running out 
the residue of the lands taken by the allottees living in Kamiah. Owing to the impassible 
Lawyer's and Cottonwood canyons, which cut across the South and East part of the reservation 
diagonally, and which must be crossed at their mouth in this valley or headed some 30 or 40 
miles away, the work of surveying and allotting has to be planned so as to hold the party north of 
Lawyer's Canyon until the work is completed there; then the camp must move by the mouth of 
the canyon to take the bench land South of Lawyer's canyon and between it and Cottonwood 
canyon and make all the allotments there; and then get back around the mouth of Cottonwood 
canyon to the country South of it and on to the reservation South line. To this end I have been 
classifying the Indians as to their localities, and arranging for them to go in squads to Mr. Briggs 
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in the uplands. I must remain here to drive the Indians out, as many are very indifferent to lands 
not yet under cultivation. Having thus to make allotments in two places, doubles the work, and 
the nature of the country often makes it three times more labor than ordinary allotting. 

Pardon my adding a paragraph to tell of the remarkable manner in which the Fourth of July was 
observed by a large part of the Indians of this vicinity. The people began to gather a day or two 
before the fourth and to erect their awnings and tents in the pine grove about the church. Over 
500 were present and the place otherwise so quiet resounded with the laughter and chatter of old 
and young. The Fourth opened with a religious service held at 6 A.M. under a large awning tied 
to tall pines. At 8 A.M. the children and their parents, all clad in citizens clothes and decked out 
in their best, gathered in front of the church where, on the porch, sat the four elders. Some of the 
boys carried little flags and all joined in a song new to me the words being: 

"We'll stand-Fourth of July" closing with "Hurrah Fourth of July," all the men removing their 
hats. As I walked about I was greeted with a hand shake, a nod of the head and smile, and 
"Fourth of July," much as we say 'Happy New Year." Soon a procession was formed, the boys 
leading and graded as to size, the girls followed arranged in the same manner down to little tots, 
then came the men, the women bringing up the rear. These columns moved sedately round thro. 
the trees all singing: "We'll Stand Fourth of July" until they returned in front of the church when 
all seated themselves and the native pastor introduced the various speakers, all Indians. These 
commented on the happiness of an orderly Christian life in contrast to wild [?] life that the 
people had formerly led and urged all, both old and young, to be good men and women. One 
man declared he did not fully understand what we celebrated but, "Fourth of July was to 
celebrate!" Just as a returned student was stepping forth to give the historical data of the day, the 
cries announced that the people must begin to prepare for dinner and the audience melted at the 
summons. 

The beef and salmon were roasted before large fires and the meal served under the awning, on 
tablecloths and white china plates and cups. A blessing was asked and all fell to with zest to a 
very compatible meal of beef, salmon, canned fruit, bread, cake and mild potatoes. After dinner 
the business of adopting certain persons in the tribe was attended to and in the evening, some 
Indians provided a few fireworks, after which all gathered under the stars for an evening service 
of prayer; and as happy and peaceful a day as I ever saw came to an end. 
§ 

July 26, 1890 (24086) 
Kamiah 

1 
I have the honor to report progress in the work of allotment. Mr. Briggs the Surveyor has 
returned from his trip upon the uplands north of Lawyer's Canyon. Although I started quite a 
party of Indians with him to see their comers staked out, they became discouraged in the intense 
heat, lack of water, and the terribly rough country where the lines must run straight through 
canyons and over rocks, not following the easier trails which wind down the mountain sides. A 
few remained, but all the allotments were run out as I had directed, some 24 in all. 

The old survey is nearly useless and causes more work than if it had never been made, as the 
lines were run on level ground only, and neither township or section lines closed, when a canyon 
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was reached. Moreover, the land covered by the old survey is avoided by the Indians, since they 
must have water and water is not to be found on the level tracts but in the gulches and canyons. 
Outside of this valley all the allotments have been upon new survey, adding much to the 
difficulty since the new lines must close in the old and the old are not always where they should 
be. 

The surveying party has suffered severely for the lack of water and feed. Had I remained behind 
they could not have done the work they did. The weather is intensely hot, over 100 degrees 
every day, sometimes rising to 110 degrees in the shade. The springs are going dry and there is 
not a blade of grass for feed. Every ounce of horse feed has to be transported. For this reason I 
am obliged to change my line of work. Next week we shall start at Meadow creek and work out 
from there so as to have water and possibly some little feed. I shall have to keep my 
headquarters here to send out those Indians who take the residue of their land in that vicinity. It 
is almost impossible to get the Indians to follow the Surveyor and see their comers. The heat, 
the labor of it, is too great and as every man can't be run out at the same time no one is willing to 
wait. I will have all their comers that it is possible to drive to do it, but some will not. The 
allotment would take fully 5 summers, did I wait to secure every man and woman. 
§ 

Aug. 18, 1890(26504) 
In camp, Nez Perce Res., Idaho 
,r 
Having completed all the allotments that can be made in the Kamiah Valley, I started with the 
Surveyor for Meadow creek about 35 miles west of Kamiah. This locality has the promise of 
being quite an Indian settlement. The creek is a small stream generally sinking the greater parts 
of its way, during July and August, and empties into the stream running thro. Lawyer's Canyon. 
It runs through Townships 33 and 34, Range 1 East. The land lying South of Lawyer's Canyon 
and East to the Kamiah Valley will be pretty well dated over by allotments belonging to families 
where old folk have their garden patches in Kamiah Valley. This region has been surveyed 
except where the rough country is and as the springs are in this rough region, the Surveyor has 
had to extend lines over the unsurveyed patches. 

The Indians are collecting money to erect a church building at Meadow creek, where they 
already have a church organization and a native pastor. 

We have made up to date here about 30 allotments and some 50 more are selected waiting for 
them to be run out. The vast distances one has to travel necessitates shifting camp frequently and 
as the region is almost treeless it is often a problem to get sufficient wood to boil our coffee. The 
allotments will be worthless as farms unless fenced, as whitemens' and Indians' cattle range at 
will everywhere, and eat off or tramp out every bit of grass. 

I shall return to Kamiah within a few days to try and drive out the Indians to show or make their 
selections. A task of great difficulty and uncertainty, as few take interest in this extra land now 
their bottom patches are run out. 
§ 
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Sept. 27, 1890 (30641) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 

1 
I have just arrived at Ft. Lapwai having completed all new survey South of Lawyer's Canyon and 
East of the Boise Meridian, and allotted all Indians who are to take their land in that vicinity. All 
the Indians having their homes at Kamiah and Meadow Creek are registered and allotted except a 
few who take their allotments on unsurveyed land North of Lawyer's Canyon. These Indians 
will be allotted when we reach that locality. On Monday we begin work on unsurveyed land 
near the South line of the reservation and work West to Lake W aha region. I will as soon as I 
can draw off my field work, make a detailed statement of the number of allotments and persons 
allotted to date. 
§ 

Sept. 29, 1890 (30619) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
,r 
I have just received approval for the Employees under my charge for the month of August. I 
have never received the approval on the Report sent in concerning Employees for the month of 
July. I fear it has been lost in the mail, as I have had much difficulty this year while in the 
remote parts of the reservation in securing my mail. I would respectfully request that I be 
speedily informed your pleasure as to the Employees for the month of July as some of the men 
need their pay badly. 
§ 

Oct. I, 1890 (30956) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
1 
Enclosed please find duplicate of certificate of Deposits from First National Bank, Portland, Ore. 
for Five dollars ($5). The original I have this day sent to 2nd Auditor to balance my account, for 
4th Quarter 1890 and to meet the clerical error in Voucher No. 12, James Randall for forage. 
§ 

Oct. l, 1890 (30957) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
1 
I would respectfully request that I be authorized to purchase 440 lbs of grain, oats or barley at a 
cost of not to exceed 2 cents per lb. and 4000 lbs of hay not to exceed one cent per lb. for the 4 
horses under my charge. 

I am anxious to make this purchase speedily as I have been for some days feeding borrowed feed 
and the Railroad companies are buying so freely that grain is advancing in price and becoming 
scarce in this vicinity. 
§ 

Oct. 2, 1890 (31701) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
1 
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It is necessary to have a man to go out and notify the Indians of the whereabouts of the Surveyor 
that they may be on hand to see their lands run out and establish their corners, as well as 
designate what lands they wish to take for their families. The Indians are scattered up and down 
the valleys of the creeks, almost none living on the land where they can take their full allotment. 
I had hoped to secure this service from the Indian police, but the Agent tells me that while he is 
anxious to assist all in his power, he has but four policemen for this large area and two of these 
he has sent to the mountains, and of the other two he cannot spare one for this service. I have 
authority to employ extra assistance, but I have hitherto only availed myself of it when in remote 
regions. I thought it proper to inform you why I have had to hire an extra man for a week or two 
in gathering the Indians, so as to hasten the work by every means. 
§ 

Oct. 4, 1890 (31702) 
Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
I have the honor to report upon the work of allotment on this reservation as follows: 

All the Indians residing at Kamiah and at Meadow Creek, with the exception of 39, are allotted. 
These 39 take their land upon unsurveyed land and as soon as the Surveyor reaches that locality 
their allotments will be run out. I have arranged to notify these Indians and they have agreed to 
come when summoned and see their comers. 

Up to October 1 there were 655 completed allotments, of these 100 were taken in two places. 
That is, the family had a home on the bottoms and the other members took land elsewhere. 
Forty-five were run out three times to finally effect a compromise and secure a peaceful 
settlement. These 655 allotments cover 63,849.42 acres. All of this has been run out and 
carefully graded as to the class of soil. Of these allotments, 175 have been subject to contention 
and negotiation, all involving time and miles of travel. An instance will show; about three weeks 
ago I received word from the Surveyor who was six miles from my camp that it was impossible 
for two men to come to terms and I was needed at once. To reach the place I had to travel 35 
miles and return 35 miles to my camp. Impassable canyons which had to be headed lay between 
the two places. The rugged nature of the country has delayed the work and the necessity of 
carefully grading the land and adjusting the allotments so as to avoid the masses of rock as much 
as possible, has made additional delay. Beside the 655 completed allotments I have 125 partial 
allotments making 780 allotments altogether, for these partial allotments are far more 
troublesome than where the Indian takes his full allotment, as they almost all occur in the creek 
bottoms, where the fields lie in all sorts of shapes and must be adjusted so as to conform to the 
lines of the survey. 

The Surveyor has run out 160 miles of new survey, besides establishing all the comers of the 
allotments and adjusting the lines upon the bottoms. The old survey was largely marked by 
stones set on the top of the ground. Where these were upon sloping land, the cattle had knocked 
them out of place, where pits were dug they were shallow and often very difficult to trace. 
Moreover, none of the stones were marked properly, except on the township lines, and not 
always there. The Surveyor therefore has had to bring his lines in from the outside survey to 
establish his positions, causing miles of extra running. At every section and half mile comer on 
the allotted lands he has dug pits and made mounds of stone and earth. Springs are sometimes 
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quite close to lines and it is important to have the lines well defined. The Surveyor had to spend 
nearly half a day~ in one instance, finding comers which. when found, let the lines pass between 
two springs and thus give water on two allotments. The faithfulness and skill of the Surveyor 
Mr. Briggs is worthy of particular mention. 

I will not burden my report with the continued perplexities arising from my white and Indian 
Employees. The work is going steadily forward in the face of all difficulties and successfully, 
too. 
§ 

Oct. 6, 1890 (31830) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
,r 
Your letter dated Sept. 24, 1890 and marked "A. Letter 28324, 28704, 1890 Authority 24 268" 
has just reached me. I thank you for your offer to permit me to secure a corrected voucher in 
place of Voucher 12 containing the clerical error. Unfortunately, for my acceptance of your 
kindness, I had received the certificate of deposit from the Bank and mailed the original to the 
2nd Auditor and the Duplicate to you before your letter arrived. It would have taken me a day or 
more to reach Mr. Randall and explain the matter to him, even if I were so fortunate as to find 
him at home, and it would hardly be right for me to occupy so much time in rectifying my own 
blunder. Nevertheless, I thank you for your consideration. 
§ 

Oct. 8, 1890 (32432) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
,r 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of Sept. 26 marked "M" in which you 
ask me for suggestions relative to an Indian Office Exhibit in the World's Fair at Chicago. 

As to the aim: The work of the Indian Office is peculiar in as much as it has to deal with a 
diversity of sociological conditions which are complicated by most varied geographical 
environments. In the forests of the North; on the coast of the Pacific; in the midst of the 
mountains and arid plains; and upon the broad stretches of prairie. The office is confronted with 
the problem of protecting the rights of two diverse peoples who, since their meeting on the 
continent, have been bred to more or less mutual misunderstanding. It is also charged with the 
task of enlightening, educating and preparing one of these peoples, the Indians, to take their 
place as citizens in the midst of their conquerors, and it is also incumbent upon the Office to 
endeavor to bring about such modification of race prejudice on the part of the white race as will 
permit the Indian to have a chance to make his home and earn his way in a white community. 

These official duties are as yet almost unique in the history of governments; for while England is 
beginning to care for her dependent nations, educationally, she does not attempt to prepare them 
for full political fellowship. Therefore, an exposition of the peculiar work of the Indian Office, 
its methods, its difficulties, and its success, will not only be of interest and value to the student of 
governmental science, but it can be made a means of popular education upon Indian Affairs, an 
important point to the Indian Office, since its efficient service must depend upon an enlightened 
public opinion. 
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As to the means to set forth this official undertaking on the part of the Indian Office, I would 
suggest that a space not less than 40 feet by 50 feet be prepared as an exhibition room. The 
location of this space in the building and its manner of lighting would modify the arrangement 
within. There should be not less than four, or more than five, alcoves, or sections along the wall; 
each section to be devoted to an exhibit of the products of Indian labor, farming or other 
avocations, contrasted with specimens of primitive native work. These exhibits to be limited to 
articles (past and present) which are characteristic of the geographical peculiarities of that 
portion of our country which the section illustrates and which have influenced native habits. For 
instance, the Exhibit from Puget Sound and the Pacific Coast, or the lands in the Southwest, or 
from the forests of Michigan or Minnesota, or the great prairie lands, should tell the story of 
where the Indians represented in the section live; how they used to live; how their life is now 
modified by education and civilization. Native Indian arts and industries are characteristic in 
each of these four grand divisions and these arts, combined with some of the native products 
such as the tall prairie grass and the buffalo head; the birch bark; the Yucca; could be used in 
decorating the sections, making a suggestive and attractive picture, and set off the photographs 
which should show local scenery of each section combined with native habitations and the 
dwellings which are now used among the progressive Indians. The photographs should be 
carefully selected so as to tell the story pictorially in each section of its particular region and the 
Indians living there. They should show Agency appliances, School buildings and pupils. There 
should be graphophone for each group of Indians recording native speeches and songs, and as a 
contrast, the songs and speeches of the school room. Thus the eye and ear could he addressed 
and a clear idea obtained of the extended and complex interests involved in the field work of the 
Indian Office. Each section or alcove should be in charge of an educated Indian, from the region 
the section typified, who could explain the story of the exhibit and answer questions concerning 
the past and present life of the Indians living in that vicinity. The educated Indian exhibitor, 
would himself stand as an example of the end and aim of the Department concerning the Indian 
Race. 

The center of this exhibition room should be pretty filled with chairs and easy seats; here should 
be held an exhibition of model Indian school work. Classes could be taken there during the 
season from Carlisle, Penna., Neb., Haskall, Kansas, Ind. Terr'y and Chimawe, Ore. The 
transportation of these pupils could be secured at low rates, Chicago being so central in a R.R. 
sense and the educational effect upon the visiting pupils would be of real advantage. 

Musical entertainments could vary the exhibition and the actual glimpse of Indian school life 
made very attractive. I would also suggest that twice or thrice a week there should be a 30 
minute talk or entertainment given at a certain hour; and that a large share of these talks should 
be by Indians from different tribes and parts of the country, persons whose education and 
experience entitle them to be heard on some point of interest connected with the history or 
progress of their race. These could be interesting half hours with the graphophone. Some such 
feature as these Indian half-hours would mark the Indian Office Exhibit as a live affair and build 
up a popular and intelligent interest and support in its work. 
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There should be a fair sized room adjoining the exhibition room for an office and where, beside 
books and pamphlets for reference and distribution, there should be a stand with folding leaves 
containing photographs of the Indian Office and its various departments with its offices and 
employees at work showing its home service. There should be a manager with business ability 
and good address who should have charge of the exhibit, the programs, and all matter connected 
with business; who, with a competent clerk and the 4 Indian exhibitors, would constitute the 
force at the Exposition. 

The cost of collecting the material can be made comparatively light by deciding on details and 
sending orders to the various Agencies. The principal cost at first would be in securing the 
services of a competent person to obtain photographs and the graphophone. This will require 
intelligence concerning Indian history and affairs and taste as well as judgment. The photographs 
could probably be detailed from one of the Departments; to them it would be only the salary and 
traveling expenses of the collector unless the person could be detailed from the Office. The 
manager and clerk might also be detailed and possibly the Training schools could furnish pupils 
well enough advanced to serve as exhibitors, there is time to train some of them for this duty. 
The bulk of the expense would therefore be in transportation of Indian scholars and speakers and 
the material for the exhibit, provided all the help was detailed from the Dept. I would suggest if 
the Office is to furnish the room with desk, mailings, etc., to have the work, if possible, 
performed at some of the Training schools, so that everything would be, as much as possible, an 
Indian product. 

There are many details which occur to me, but time forbids my writing of them. The Exhibit can 
be made on some such plan as this, full of interest and attraction, but care should be taken not to 
fall into the rut of mere curiosity, shows, and portrayal of savage life. The idea lies far beyond 
that in showing a native culture set in varied conditions, transformed by civilizing agents, so as 
to be received into our national life. 
§ 

Oct. 11, 1899 (32434) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
1 
I have the honor to report that the work of allotting is almost at a stand still for two reasons: 
First, The Surveyor, when going on the ground in Township 34R, 4W to run out the allotment of 
some 20 Indians I had collected, found that some men, who have opposed the allotment, had 
completely destroyed all the monuments and consequently a resurvey of the entire Township will 
be necessary. Mr. Briggs and the party have spent several days searching for the traces of the old 
survey. The work of destruction was probably done last year and two seasons of cattle ranging 
have aided in defacing all signs. The fraction of the townships South T33, R4 and T33, R3 are 
unsurveyed and so is T34, R3 except a few sections about the R.C. Mission. Until these lines are 
run, no allotment, can be made in that vicinity where the few Indians who are here take their 
lands. So nothing can be done. Second, nearly all the Indians who are unallotted, except a few 
whose allotments are selected upon unsurveyed land are away in the Mountains hunting. I have 
had men riding over the country to gather the people, but few are here. They will not return until 
"snow flies" when it will be too late for field work. The winter promises to set in earlier than 
last season. Snow has already appeared on the Mountain, and it looks as though it would be 
impossible to do much more this year. I shall push my registry of the tribe and classification of 
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localities where the Indians take land as far as I can so that the allotment can be completed in a 
short time next season. I am greatly disappointed not to finish this year~ but it was beyond the 
power of human accomplishment. The territory is not only of great extent, equal to 33 or 34 
townships, but broken by mountains, cut up by deep canyons, and traversed for 100 miles by the 
swift Clearwater river. These conditions make travel difficult and tedious since there are no 
roads where I work. 
§ 

Oct. 11, 1890 (32435) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 

1 
In view of the condition of affairs here as set forth in my report of today I would respectfully ask 
leave to report at Washington as soon as possible. I can do no further work here. There is a 
large amount of new survey to be made, equal to about four townships, before many, if any, 
allotment, can be made. The Surveyor will push this work as rapidly as possible, but it is 
doubtful if he will get through in time to do much other work, even if the Indians return from the 
mountains, so as to make their selections of land before the winter sets in. My time would be of 
more value next Spring for this work, than to stay here doing little this Fall. Therefore, I ask for 
this permission to report in Washington. 

As it takes too long time for mail to pass to and from the East, I would be grateful for a 
telegraphic reply and will pay for it, if you deem it proper for me to do so. 
§ 


