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ABSTRACT 

In 1889, Special Indian Agent Alice Cunningham Fletcher arrived in Idaho to 
implement the Dawes Severalty Act of 1887 and allot the Nez Perce Reservation. 
During her four field seasons in Nez Perce Country, Alice Fletcher wrote 
numerous letters to her employer, Commissioner of Indian Affairs Thomas 
Jefferson Morgan in Washington, D. C., and to her mentor, Frederic W. Putnam at 
Harvard University. These two collections of letters are published here. Her 
professional correspondence describes the progress of allotment work and the 
gathering of anthropological information. The content of the letters offers a 
unique glimpse of the challenges faced by a government agent in the facilitation 
of allotment and by an anthropologist in the collection of ethnographic data. 

NARN Editors' Preface 

Although the life and diverse activities of Alice Fletcher have been researched in a 
variety of sources and publications, few permit the intimate view of her professional and 
personal life with Indians found in the following letters. Caroline Carley has done the field a 
major service by transcribing these difficult letters. Most prior studies of Fletcher have 
emphasized her pioneering role as a female anthropologist among the Omaha and Nez Perce 
(Bibliography). Her role as a federal agent in the usurpation and wholesale transfer to whites of 
tribal lands under the Dawes Act is less well acknowledged or understood in such studies. Tribal 
members of today are far less proud of her activities than the writers who wish to enshrine her as 
an anthropological heroine. The following collection of letters reveal some of the doubt and 
inner turmoil she felt in her role as federal allotment agent. The conflicts of role Fletcher 
experienced while implementing federal policy among Indians was to become the experience of 
all succeeding generations of anthropologists who have remained largely unsuccessful in 
resolving conflicts created by serving both the federal government and the tribes. 

There can be little doubt that Fletcher understood the negative effects of the forced 
assimilation philosophy behind the Dawes Act as w~ll as the role of influential whites bordering 
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the reservations who coveted even more Indian land than the thousands of acres they had already 
acquired by treaty as well as the damage from politically appointed Agents. Few contemporary 
Tribal people cannot agree that she should be blamed for some of the damage she helped inflict 
on them and their descendants. Clearly, it was her primary goal and purpose to convince very 
reluctant tribal members to relinquish a majority of their remaining homeland to the whites while 
at the same time she was genuinely concerned about the people. These letters are especially 
revealing of this and add a significant new aspect to research on Fletcher's life as both 
anthropologist and federal allotment agent. 

Introduction 

Two ethnographic manuscripts prepared by anthropologist Alice Fletcher on the Nez 
Perce Indians, but never published by her, were recently printed in NARN (Sappington and 
Carley 1995; Sappington, Carley, Reid, and Gallison 1995). A biography by Joan Mark (1988) 
is an invaluable source of information for details of Fletcher's professional career, which 
extended far beyond the boundaries of Nez Perce Country and the years 1889-1892. 

Fletcher's letters have been transcribed from photocopies of her hand written 
correspondence (Fig. 1) during allotment work on the Nez Perce Reservation in Idaho 
(Fig. 2). These were sent to her employer, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs Morgan in 
Washington, D. C. and to her professional mentor, Professor Frederic W. Putnam at Harvard 
University. In the Putnam collection there is also an occasional note to Putnam's secretary, Miss 
Smith. Alice Fletcher's letters from the field offer a wealth of infonnation on the daily 
challenges and progression of allotment and also, an insight into one anthropologist's attempt to 
collect ethnographic data. 

Alice Fletcher was employed for ten years by the Bureau of Indian Affairs as a Special 
Indian Agent to carry out allotment on Indian reservations under the Dawes Severalty Act of 
1887. Fletcher arrived in Idaho to allot the Nez Perce Reservation after her completion of 
allotment for the Omaha and Winnebago. Her work on the Nez Perce Reservation would prove 
to be her most challenging. When she arrived in 1889, Fletcher assumed the allotment would be 
completed in one season. She returned to Idaho three more times, finishing in 1892, after four 
April through November field seasons. Allotment entailed three objectives: 1) to register every 
Nez Perce man, woman, and child; 2) to grade the reservation land as to agricultural or grazing; 
and 3) to allot land to each registered Nez Perce. To each male head of family 160 acres would 
be allotted; to each child over eighteen, 80 acres; and to each child under 18, 40 acres. Land 
graded grazing would be double in size (Mark 1988: 171 ). 

Fletcher's letters to the Commissioner (Table 1) address numerous aspects of field work 
and allotment. They describe in great detail the many obstacles she encounters and her 
determination to overcome them and carry allotment to completion. She requests supplies, 
equipment, and permission to proceed; laments lost mail and misplaced bank deposits; describes 
the difficulty of traversing the many canyons which adds miles and days to her work; asks for 
answers to countless allotment questions; gives lengthy histories of land disputes; details the 
many challenges resulting from inadequate surveys, uncooperative agents, and misinformed 
settlers; and reports the slow and arduous progress of registering, grading, and allotting. In the 
four years of correspondence it becomes obvious that Fletcher encountered more challenges than 
she thought possible in the allotment of the Nez Perce Reservation. 
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Fig. 1(2). Letter to Frederic W. Putnam from Alice Fletcher. 
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When Fletcher arrived in Idaho, at the age of 51, she was also 10 years into an 
anthropological career. At the age of 40 she began lecturing publicly on prehistoric America and 
several years later pursued informal training with Frederic Putnam at Harvard's Peabody 
Museum. Throughout her career she was a member and leader of a number of scientific 
societies, published scores of monographs, and transcribed and preserved hundreds of Indian 
songs. Among the Nez Perce Indians, Fletcher had every intention of pursuing her 
anthropological interests and collecting ethnographic information as she worked on allotment. 
Fletcher's letters to Putnam are primarily concerned with her continued anthropological 
endeavors. She informs him (Table 2) of her attempts to prepare manuscripts for publication, her 
intentions of presenting papers, and her efforts to collect material culture and ethnographic 
details. She agrees to help Franz Boas acquire anthropomorphic measurements, discusses ideas 
for the World's Columbian Exposition, requests help to record Nez Perce songs, and reports on 
her work with informants. Fletcher found, however, that her daily work of allotment took a great 
deal more time and energy than she had anticipated and continually laments the difficulty she has 
finding time for her scientific pursuits. 

In 1892 Fletcher left Nez Perce Country exhausted and discouraged, though confident she 
had done the best job circumstances allowed. She had worked diligently in the face of many 
obstacles, traversing thousands of miles of the reservation, registering hundreds of individuals, 
and completing nearly 2000 allotments. The Nez Perce Reservation was her last assignment as a 
Special Indian Agent for allotment and though she lived until 1923 contributing to the field of 
anthropology, Fletcher never published the material she collected while among the Nez Perce 
(Sappington and Carley 1995; Sappington, Carley, Reid, and Gallison 1995). 
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TABLE 1 

LETTERS SENT BY ALICE C. FLETCHER (1889-1892a) 

TO THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Date 
1889 
28 May 1889 
30 May 1889 
5 June 1889 
5 June 1889 
5 June 1889 
5 June 1889 
8 June 1889 
11 June 1889 
11 June 1889 
13 June 1889 
14 June 1889 
15 June 1889 
18 June 1889 
19 June 1889 
20 June 1889 
20 June 1889 
20 June 1889 
24 June 1889 
25 June 1889 
26 June 1889 
26 June 1889 
26 June 1889 
29 June 1889 
1 July 1889 
9 July 1889 
15 July 1889 
15 July 1889 
19 July 1889 
25 July 1889 
27 July 1889 
2 August 1889 
2 August 1889 
5 August 1889 
17 August 1889 
23 August 1889 
26 August 1889 
26 August 1889 
2 September 1889 
3 September 1889 

Letter No. 

(14656) 
(14826) 
(15493) 
(15493) 
(15494) 
(15698) 
(15976) 
(15536) 
(16063) 
(15549) 
(16570) 
(16607) 
(16979) 
(16980) 
(17002) 
(17003) 
(17004) 
(17402) 
(17565) 
(17556) 
(17567) 
(17736) 
(18014) 
(18667) 
(18244) 
(20062) · 
(20118) 
(20969) 
(21213) 
(22117) 
(22322) 
(22323) 
(22738) 
(23939) 
(24579) 
(24715) 
(25370) 
(25633) 
(25592) 

From 

Lewiston, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Lewiston, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Lewiston, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
Lewiston 
In the Field, Nez Perce Reservation 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
In the Field, Nez Perce Reservation 
Kamiah, Nez Perce Agency 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
Kamiah, in the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
Kamiah 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
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TABLE 1 CONTINUED: LETTERS SENT BY FLETCHER TO THE COMMISSIONER 

7 September 1889 (25962) In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
9 September 1889 (26355) In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
16 September 1889 (27010) In the Field, Nez Perce Agency 
16 September 1889 (27011) In Camp, S Fork Clearwater, Nez Perce Agency 
I October 1889 (29807) In Camp, S. Fork Clearwater, Nez Perce Agency 
5 October 1889 (29030) In Camp, e. side, S. Fork Clearwater, N. P. Res. 
10 October 1889 (29808) In Camp, S. Fork Clearwater, Nez Perce Agency 
10 October 1889 (29872) In Camp, S. Fork Clearwater, Nez Perce Agency 
17 October 1889 (30617) Kamiah 
19 October 1889 (30861) Kamiah 
4 November 1889 (31494) Lewiston 
11 November 1889 (33715) Kamiah 
23 November 1889 (34725) Nez Perce Agency 
23 November 1889 (34726) Nez Perce Agency 
23 November 1889 (34727) Nez Perce Agency 
30 November 1889 (35490) Ft. Lapwai 
30 November 1889 (35456) Ft. Lapwai 
24 December 1889 (173) Washington, D. C. 
24 December 1889 (175) Washington, D. C. 
26 December 1889 (1262 typed) Washington, D. C. 
28 December 1889 (175) Washington, D. C. 
28 December 1889 (176) Washington, D. C. 
30 December 1889 (369 typed) Washington, D. C. 
30 December 1889 (370 typed) Washington, D. C. 
30 December 1889 (371 typed) Washington, D. C. 
30 December 1889 (372 typed) Washington, D. C. 

1890 
January 1890 
2 January 1890 
4 January 1890 
4 January 1890 
4 January 1890 
4 February 1890 
13 March 1890 
17 March 1890 
2 May 1890 
4 May 1890 
8 May 1890 
12 May 1890 
16 May 1890 
30 May 1890 
14 June 1890 
14 June 1890 
26 June 1890 
27 June 1890 

(373 typed) 
(374 typed) 
(268) 
(294) 
(295) 
(3371) 
(7855) 
(8772) 
(16170a) 
(14906) 
(16170b) 
(16171) 
(16207) 
(17304) 
(19277) 
(20064) 
(20774) 
(20776) 

Washington, D. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
Ft. Lapwai 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Nez Perce Agency 
Kamiah 
Kamiah 
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TABLE 1 CONTINUED: LETTERS SENT BY FLETCHER TO THE COMMISSIONER 

5 July 1890 
11 July 1890 
12 July 1890 
26 July 1890 
18 August 1890 
27 September 1890 
29 September 1890 
1 October 1890 
1 October 1890 
2 October 1890 
4 October 1890 
6 October 1890 
8 October 1890 
11 October 1890 
11 October 1890 

1891 
29 January 1891 
2 February 1891 
1 May 1891 
2 May 1891 
11 May 1891 
18 May 1891 
18 May 1891 
2 June 1891 
2 June 1891 
15 June 1891 
15 June 1891 
22 June 1891 
27 June 1891 
2 July 1891 
2 July 1891 
6 July 1891 
8 July 1891 
15 July 1891 
17 July 1891 
3 August 1891 
10 August 1891 
10 August 1891 
12 August 1891 
15 August 1891 
15 August 1891 
22 August 1891 
22 August 1891 

(21620) 
(22656) 
(22804) 
(24086) 
(26504) 
(30641) 
(30619) 
(30956) 
(30957) 
(31701) 
(31702) 
(31830) 
(32432) 
(32434) 
(32425) 

( 4408 typed) 
( 4406 typed) 
(16921) 
(17142) 
(18416) 
(19412) 
(19413) 
(20775) 
(21013) 
(22635) 
(22697) 
(23214) 
(23923) 
(23437) 
(24489) 
(25160) 
(26280) 
(26916) 
(30459) 
(29435) 
(30199) 
(30210) 
(30568) 
(30728) 
(30729) 
(31750) 
(31776) 

Kamiah 
Kamiah 
Kamiah 
Kamiah 
In Camp, Nez Perce Reservation 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Nez Perce Agency 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 

Washington, D. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Nez Perce Reservation 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Ft. Lapwai 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Lewiston 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
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TABLE 1 CONTINUED: LETTERS SENT BY FLETCHER TO THE COMMISSIONER 

12 September 1891 
17 September 1891 
25 September 1891 
5 October 1891 
21 October 1891 
2 November 1891 
10 November 1891 
18 November 1891 
28 November 1891 

1892 
18 February 1892 
4 April 1892 
10 May 1892 
23 May 1892 
23 May 1892 
26 May 1892 
6 June 1892 
28 May 1892 
10 June 1892 
27 June 1892 
27 June 1892 
30 June 1892 
2 July 1892 
4 July 1892 
7 July 1892 
18 July 1892 
19 July 1892 
30 July 1892 
30 July 1892 
30 July 1892 
15 August! 892 
16 August 1892 
16 August 1892 
17 August 1892 
17 August 1892 
20 August 1892 
20 August 1892 
30 August 1892 
5 September 1892 
7 September 1892 
13 September 1892 
8 October 1892 
30 November 1892 
21 December 1892 

(34143) 
(34916) 
(35629) 
(36894) 
(40434) 
(41195) 
(41479) 
(42197) 
(43192) 

(7597) 
(13478) 
(18712) 
(19818) 
(19819) 
(20194) 
(22153) 
(20465) 
(22174) 
(24009) 
(24010) 
(24909) 
(24910) 
(24911) 
(25271) 
(26943) 
(26945) 
(29920) 
(28930) 
(28931) 
(30742) 
(30860) 
(30888) 
(30889) 
(30890) 
(31172) 
(31173) 
(31174) 
(33360) 
(33478) 
(34158) 
(36371) 
( 42680 typed) 
(45423) 

Nez Perce Agency 
In Camp, Nez Perce Reservation 
In Camp, Nez Perce Reservation 
In Camp, Nez Perce Reservation 
In Camp, Nez Perce Reservation 
In Camp, Nez Perce Reservation 
Nez Perce Agency 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 

Washington, D. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
Ft. Lapwai 
Nez Perce Agency 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
In Camp, Nez Perce Reservation 
In Camp, Nez Perce Reservation 
In Camp, Nez Perce Reservation 
In Camp, N. Fork Clearwater 
In Camp, N. Fork Clearwater 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Ft. Lapwai 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Nez Perce Agency 
Washington, D. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
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TABLE2 

LETTERS SENT BY ALICE C. FLETCHER (1889-1892b) 

TO F. W. PUTNAM, PEABODY MUSEUM 

Date 

1889 
20 May 1889 
2 August 1889 
17 August 1889 
20 September 1889 
15 October 1889 

1890 
20 August 1890 
28 September 1890 
27 October 1890 

1891 
4 April 1891 
10 April 1891 
29 April 1891 
5 May 1891 
19 May 1891 
22 May 1891 
5 June 1891 
7 June 1891 
20 June 1891 
22 June 1891 
13 July 1891 
6 August 1891 
11 November 1891 
28 November 1891 
28 November 1891 
4 December 1891 

1892 
27 June 1892 
8 July 1892 
13 July 1892 
31 July 1892 
5 August 1892 
11 September 1892 

From 

Washington, D.C. 
Camping in the Field, Nez Perce Reservation 
In the Field, Nez Perce Reservation 
In Camp, S. Fork of Clearwater River 
In Camp, S. Fork of Clearwater River 

Mt. Idaho, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 

On the train 
Enroute, Chicago 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 

Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
S. Fork Clearwater River 
In Camp Nez Perce Reservation, Idaho 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
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THE LETTERS 

Symbols used for omitted portions include: 

,r The salutation to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. This repetitious item was almost 
uniformly addressed to the Honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs followed on the 
second line by Sir. There was, however, a great deal of variation in the abbreviations used. 

In the Putnam section the salutation is replaced by the symbol plus the name of Putnam or 
Smith. The normal form was "My dear Prof. Putnam." 

§ The signature block of Alice Fletcher. Also highly repetitious, the normal pattern was 
Respectfully, on the first line; Alice C. Fletcher on the second, and Special Indian Agent on 
the third. The most common alternative was to leave off the third line, especially on reports 
lacking text. Again the use of abbreviations was extensive and variable. 

The signature for Putnam is highly variable with "Ever yours sincerely," "Yours sincerely," 
"Sincerely," "Your sincere friend," "Sincerely yours," "Sincerely your friend," and "Ever 
your friend." Capitaliz.ation was also highly variable but most often not capitalized after the 
initial word. 

1891 Letters to Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
(Continued from 1890 Letters to Commissioner, NARN, Vol. 35, No. 1, pp. 55-133.) 

January 29, 1891 (4408) 
Washington, D.C. 
1 
The enclosed petition of Rev. Dr. F. F. Ellenwood, of the Board of Foreign Missions, 
Presbyterian Church, requesting the Department to grant a church site on the old Military 
Reservation, now used for school purposes, refers to my letter to them under the date of 
December 6, 1890, wherein I set forth the facts concerning the only land available for this 
Mission site among the Nez Perce Indians living on and about the Lapwai Creek. 

As you are aware, every acre on and near the Lapwai is held by Indian improvements, the 
Military Reservation, and the Langford claim. The latter covering the old Mission site and the 
present church site; the Missionary having no home or ground available to build one. 

After the land on Lapwai Creek had been re-surveyed, I found a tract on the east side of the creek 
which could be set apart for a Mission garden and pasture field, and also a graveyard; but there 
was no site adapted to the needs of the church. The Christian Indians were troubled, and 
petitioned me to ask the Government to grant them a small piece of ground on the school land, 
The Supt., Mr. McConnille, went over the case with me, and agreed that it would be best to have 
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the church, and the Missionary's house built on the location the Indians desired. The site is on 
land that has never been used for school purposes, nor is it adapted for cultivation, being rocky 
and broken by the creek. Mr. McConnille said he intended to make a road over this land to the 
east half the creek, building a bridge suitable for wagons across the Lapwai, in order to reach the 
school garden without fording; the new road would start from the main thoroughfare which runs 
outside the school enclosure to the east, and is the mail road from Lewiston to Pierce City, and 
the only road in the western part of the reservation. It is on this road that the Indians wish to 
have their church and mission house, and a small tract, not to exceed an acre, could be spared 
them without detriment to the school, and be of lasting benefit to the people. The bridge over the 
Lapwai would make the graveyard and the mission field accessible, and thus leave the mission 
site in a convenient and serviceable shape. The money is available for re-building the church, 
and erecting the mission house as soon as the land is granted. 

I did not present the subject earlier as I desired to learn the wishes of the Board, having already 
obtained the views of the Indians and the Supt. of the Lapwai school.' 

Hoping that you will grant this land in behalf of a noble work, and a deserving people, I remain, 
§ 

February 2, 1891 ( 4406) 
Washington, D.C. 
,r 
Permit me to call your attention to the facts concerning the church built at Kamiah, Nez Perce 
Reservation, in accordance with the treaty of 1863. 

This church has been carried on the Agent's property returns all these years, and having received 
no repairs was on the point of falling to the ground, when I first saw it in 1889. At that time the 
foundation had nearly rotted away, the roof was broken, and the building otherwise in a wretched 
condition. I reported this state of affairs to friends interested in the Presbyterian Mission at that 
point, and they contributed $230 toward repairing the church. This work was done in the 
summer of 1890, the Indians contributing shingles, cedar logs, and other materials, and these 
added to their labor of nearly a month, amounts to a money value of about $400 given by the 
Kamiah church members. The $400 of the Indians and the $230 contributed by white friends, 
makes an outlay · of $630 upon the building, which but for this expenditure, would to-day have 
been worthless. 

The church stands upon ground allotted under the Act of August 8th 1887, to the Mission Board 
of the Presbyterian church, but the fact that the building which no longer represents tribal funds, 
but individual contributions of church members, is still carried by the Agent as Government 
property causes apprehension and disturbance. The Indians who are opposed to the better 
Christian element among the Nez Perce use this fact, and are making the church members uneasy 
and hindering their work. A letter from the native pastor of the Kamiah church, written January 
15, 1891, to the lady of the donor of $200, says: "They have been saying unto us, the church not 
belong to us, but belong to Government, though Miss Fletcher did repair it. Soon the 
Government will take the church and shut the door, and will take the key and no man open the 
door ... .I will not believe this .. .l ask you keep and care our church at Kamiah, please tell Miss 
Fletcher." 
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I would therefore respectfully request that the Department turn the building over to the 
Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, or if this cannot be done, direct the Agent to drop the 
church from his property returns, that the building may be upon the same tenure as the land on 
which it stands, subject to the use of Mission purposes. 
§ 

May 1, 1891 (16921) 
Fort Lapwai, Idaho 

1 
I have the honor to present the following summary of the work of Surveying upon this Nez Perce 
Reservation during the years 1889, 1890 and to May 1, 1891, together with the cost of the same 
and an estimate of funds required to finish. 

During the year 1889 the following new survey was made: 

Fractional T31 N, Range 3 East 
" """ 4" 
" T32 " 
" " " 
" T37 " 

" 
" 
" 

3 " 
4 " 
4 West 

The boundary line of the reservation was established at the West line and on the South all but 7 
miles East of Lake Waha. Also the Southeast boundary from the S.E. Comer to where the 
Middle Fork of the Clearwater passes out of the Res. Also 12~ miles of the North line. Along 
this boundary of 87Yl miles the mile comers were found and stones replaced. Several[?] were 
found where white men's lines had been extended to take in springs on desirable patches. These 
are inconsiderable along the South line, but a case occurs on the West line where a crook had 
been made by which the line between two mile monuments is deflected to the East 7 chains 
throwing 7 acres off the reservation. For this the man holds a patent and the error will be seen 
upon the plat ofT35N, Range 4 West, Sec. 32. The distance from the reservation line to the NW 
Comer of Section 33 is 17 chains, the distance from the res. line to the SW comer is nothing, 
whereas if the line had passed straight from one mile monument to another the distance would 
have been 7 chains. Upon the Northwest comer was found another intrusive settlement where 
the land is patented. This case will form the subject of a separate report. 

All this new survey was carried on over a very rough country and there was also run out over 
26,500 acres for allotments. Some of these fell upon the old survey, but the work was practically 
all new survey as the monuments were either missing or worthless being without definite 
markings except in a limited number of cases. The Surveyor was generally obliged to cariy his 
lines in from the outside survey, thus in allotting lands in a township, 12 miles or more from its 
boundary, the Surveyor was obliged to go South of this reservation to find a starting point and 
resurvey the entire region. The expenses for the Survey in 1889 were: 

Surveyor $1,328. Men $650. Total $1,978. 
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In 1890 the following new survey was made: 

Township 32 North Range 3 East 
Parts of T32 " " 2 " 

" " T33 " " 3 " 
" " T33 " " 4 " 
" " T34 " " 3 " 
" " T33 " " 4 West 
" " T36 " " 3 " 
" " T36 " " 4 " 
" " T37 " " 3 " 

Lines have been retraced in parts of 6 other townships and new allotments run out covering 
46,400 acres. 

Some portions of the work have been very difficult, owing to the rugged nature of the country 
and other parts intricate as in the valley of Kamiah. I shall send a plat of the work in this valley 
in connection with a report upon another subject and the case and skill exercised by the Surveyor 
is noteworthy. 

The cost of the Survey in 1890 was as follows: 
Surveyor $1,712. Men $1,408.75. Total $3,120.75. 

In 1890 up to May first the field notes of the new survey have been written out. New survey has 
been made of Fractional township 36N, Range 5 West and of Fractional township 37N, Range 5 
West. Subdivision in T37N, Range 3 West. 

Considerable time and work has been spent upon the boundary line between the mouth of Hatwai 
creek and the NW Corner and upon the North boundary of Res. in T37 N, RSW in order to get at 
all the facts as far as possible relative to the case of the intruder in that part of the reservation 
who holds the land by patent. 

The money expended this year is as follows: 

Surveyor $696. Men $163. Total $859,00. 

Total expenditure from June 5, 1889 to May 1, 1891: 

Surveyor $3,736.00. Men $2,221.00. Total $5,957. 

There remains the following new survey to be done. T3N, Range 1 W; T36N, R2W; T36N, RI E; 
T36N, R2E; Fraction ofT36, R4W; and Fraction of T37, R3W. There will be retracing required 
in several townships, beside running out new allotments and adjusting old allotments under the 
Amendment of the Act of Feb. 8, 1887. For this work I estimate $3,080 will be needed. Of the 
funds hitherto appropriated $6,903 in all, $5,957 have been expended. (That is when the 
amounts due for work, some in March and April, already reported are approved). This leaves 
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$946 available and requiring a further appropriation of $2,134 to finish the work surveying the 
reservation. 

I would therefore respectfully request that the sum of $2,134 be appropriated for the completion 
of the survey connected with the allotment of the Nez Perce Indians. 
§ 

May 2, 1891 (17142) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
,r 
The enclosed map shows Section 24 in T37N, Range 5 West in which the Northwest comer of 
the Reservation lies and where the land has been patented to Geo. W. Follett Jr. The reservation 
boundary according to the field note, and the monument, on the ground is traced in black; the 
dotted line in red shows the land patented to Follett within the reservation lines. It will be noted 
that the true reservation line is laid down at an angle of N. 86 degrees 15 feet E. whereas the 
dotted line runs N. 70 degrees E. According to the plats of this township seen by me in 
Washington, D.C. and by the Surveyor and myself at Lewiston, Idaho, Lot 1 contains 14.05 
acres; Lot 2 27.10; Lot 3 40.10. A glance at the enclosed map shows that had the true line of 
reservation been followed as the South line of these lots, they could not have been made to 
contain that acreage. Mr. Briggs, the Surveyor, has gone carefully over this ground verifying his 
work three times to avoid any possible mistake. According to the field notes the Thompson 
survey was brought up from the South to the NW comer which he established, digging there 4 
pits, building a mound and placing in it a charred stick and a post marker NW Cor. N.P.R. In 
closing the Section lines around this comer, there were no closes made in the NW comer of the 
res.; therefore the error does not lie with Thompson but in the Office of the Surveyor General. 
Mr. Briggs found the NW comer in the midst of the field patented to Follett. The land has been 
sold by Follett to Thos. [??]. This man was absent when Mr. Briggs was at the comer, but he 
obtained the presence of two neighbors while he dug into the center of the mound and found the 
remains of the comer post and the charred stick as stated in the field notes. These he reburied in 
the mound and placed upon it a stone. He did not disturb the 4 pits which were plainly 
discemable, deeming it prudent to leave them for future evidence. This comer corresponds to 
the field notes, being 17 chains N. from the 25 mile comer and 63 chains W. from the 26 mile 
comer, thus making exactly one mile between the 25 and 25 mile comers. 

It is thus clear that through an error a part of the reservation has been patented to Geo. W. Follett, 
Jr. This land has been selected and allotted to an Indian and I respectfully ask to be instructed 
concerning this allotment. 
§ 

May 11, 1891 (18146) 
Nez Perce Reservation, Idaho 
1 
My address in future for all mail matter will be Lewiston, Idaho. I have arranged with the 
Postmaster at that place to forward my mail to such points as will be nearest my camps, or to 
deliver only to my messenger. Mail addressed to the Agency is apt to be missent and delayed, as 
I am always at a greater or less distance from there. 
§ 
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May 18, 1891 (19412) 
Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
I would respectfully ask information upon the following: 

I am informed that a sale of land has been effected at the Colville Agency and that among those 
enrolled as entitled to receive their share of the proceeds of the sale are a number of Joseph 
Indians (Nez Perce). Among those thus enrolled are some who have taken or propose to take 
land here. I desire to know if enrollments at the Colville Agency for the purpose of sharing in 
the money coming from the sale of that land [?] the Nez Perce thus enrolled for allotment here? 
§ 

May 18, 1891 (19413) 
Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
There are a number of Indians entitled by birth to take their allotments who spend a considerable 
portion of their time among the Umatilla, Flathead, Coeur d'Alene, and Colville Agencies. 
Through their friends and relatives here I have learned that many of these Indians desire land 
here. I have told the Indians for two years to send for their absent relations, some have done so. 
Last year I spoke to the Agent asking him to use such means as he deemed best to draw the 
wanderers back. As it is my purpose to close this work this year and as I desire to make the 
allotment complete I would respectfully ask that the Agents of the above named Agencies be 
requested to notify those Nez Perce Indians living on those Agencies, and who wish to take land 
here, to return at once and be allotted. 
§ 

June 2, 1891 (20775) 
Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
At the request of several Indians having Nez Perce blood by one parent and Umatilla by the 
other, I write to ask if by virtue of inheritance they are entitled to land on the Nez Perce 
reservation and also upon the Umatilla reservation? They say that the allotment of the latter 
reservation begins in July and they wish to establish their right there at once, if they have any, or 
else to choose between land here or there. 
§ 

June 2, 1891 (21013) 
Ft. Lapwai Agency 
,r 
My dear Gen' I Morgan, 

Your letter of May 19 came a few days ago and was very welcome. I take the first opportunity 
to mail a reply. 

The proposed change of the school house into a boys dormitory has been carefully considered 
and it seems to me that the additional cost of a new building would be money well invested. A 
good dormitory is important, much of the health of the pupils depends on sufficient air space, 
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while sleeping, and among children so diseased as these the necessity becomes all the greater. 
The plan before you does not give the room needed for proper dormitories and the crowding 
would lead to taking the downstairs rooms for sleeping purposes leaving the children without a 
place to live in between school hours and bed-time. The school house on the other hand would 
make a good gymnasium or exercise room and a reading and sitting room for the boys. 
Something much needed here and essential to physical health and the cultivation of refined 
habits. The sitting room of the children, the home room so to speak, is an important factor in an 
Indian school. If it is attractive and suggestive of indoor comfort and avocations it upholds the 
habits and strengthens the influence of the school hours; if it is a mere pen, blank and devoid of 
every comfort or suggestion to thought the school room becomes comparatively impotent since 
outside its walls nothing iterates to the child the order and civilized ideas inculcated there. The 
present school building with very little if any expense would fill the need of good exercise and 
sitting rooms, while it will poorly serve the dormitory plan and will, if so used, be always more 
or less out of repair. 

I have talked the matter over with Mr. McConnille and he fully agrees with me in the need of a 
new building for a dormitory and the advantage of putting the school house to the uses I have 
proposed. The new dormitory would cost inside of $6,000 and I think, if there is not too much 
delay over the plans, could be ready for the Fall term. I feel almost positive you will be better 
satisfied to make this change of plans. 

Speaking of the health of the children reminds me to tell you that there are a number of 
mattresses, comforters and other stuff which have been condemned but not yet ordered to be 
destroyed. Much of this bedding was used by children having the itch and other infectious 
diseases, and now that the hot weather is at hand, they are becoming a serious threat to health. 
When the thermometer mounts to 94 and 96 degrees as it has already done, the odor from the 
shed where these things are packed away is quite offensive. Mr. McConnille is anxious about 
this stuff and if you can, pray hasten the order for its destruction to save sickness and distress 
here. 

There is much I desire to tell you; to point out the unusual natural advantages of this place where 
a school can become largely self supporting; and to indicate the exact conditions here, but I must 
deny myself at present for the lack of time. I am very hard at work trying to close this allotment 
this season. Last night it was nine o'clock before the Indians left me. I had been at my desk 
from seven in the morning with but two short intermissions to eat. The day was not an unusual 
one. The work presents many difficulties that can hardly be described they are owing to several 
causes. The one that is ever present is the rugged character of the ground, up and down, canyons 
and mountains; the others incident to the people and their surroundings. I have allotted nearly all 
of the better class, and those I am working over are of a roving nature, unstable in mind and 
habits, hard to catch, hard to hold, and not always to be trusted. There remains an entire section 
of country to reach, but it will take me until after July to get thro here abouts, even if I am 
successful in getting hold of the people. 

With all my heart I hope you will visit here this summer or fall and when I think of you and your 
work my earnest prayer ascends for your health and preservation to this great task God has given 
you. 
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Love to Mrs. Morgan. 

Sincerely your friend, 
Alice C. Fletcher 

June 15, 1891 (22635) 
Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
Being desirous to clean up my work so as to leave not trouble behind me I would respectfully 
call your attention to an intrusion upon the Southern line of the Military reservation. The land 
directly South is allotted to Billy Compo whose horse corral and North fence are all on the 
school land. A year ago last spring I pointed out this intrusion to the Agent when he was with 
me on the ground. Billy Compo was willing to move off the "Military reservation" but he 
thought he should have help in so large an undertaking. The Agent said there was no funds for 
such purposes. Nothing has been done and all Compo' s improvements still stand on the school 
land. Were the case one of mere intrusion of a few hundred feet I would not call your attention 
to it, but within the tract Compo has enclosed is a bend of the Lapwai creek and at this bend 
starts the irrigating ditch for the cultivated land in the Southern part of the Military reservation. 
This starting point of the water supply upon the school garden and lower farm is of vital 
importance to the school and should be under the control of the school authorities. The stone 
wall diverting the water from the creek into the ditch has to be watched and this cannot be done 
well when it is within the fenced enclosure of an outsider. The Supt. is desirous to put the fence 
on the line of the Military reservation and then bring the starting point of the ditch within the 
school enclosure. 

The removal of Compo's house, corral, and fence for 200 feet is quite a task to the Indians and it 
would be very unfortunate to cause his ill will against the school by arbitrary methods, and I trust 
I may be pardoned for expressing the hope that it may be deemed expedient to have a 
considerable portion of the work of removal done by Agency Employees, that the school may in 
no way become unpopular with the Indians. 
§ 

June 15, 1891 (22697) 
Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
Permit me to call your attention to the tract of land known as the "Hay reservation" cornering the 
"Military reservation" now used for the Ft. Lapwai training school. The plat of T35N, Range 4 
West will show you the relative position of these two reservations, but give you no idea of their 
topography. The Hay reservation lies on a high butte which rises over 1000 feet from the valley, 
its sides and gulches face the West and South, exposures always unfavorable to growths of any 
kind in this country. The "Hay reservation" is over a mile from the school buildings which are 
on the Northern part of the East half of the NW 1/4 of Sec. 11. The distance from the school is a 
great disadvantage, as the cattle cannot be properly watched and this disadvantage is enhanced 
by the very poor pasture of the Hay reservation. In view of these facts I would respectfully 
suggest that the Hay reservation be abandoned and that land for pasture be taken directly West of 
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the Military reservation. This adjoining land lies upon the hill side facing the Northeast, is 
broken by gulches, is fair pasture, and has springs which, if properly cleaned, walled and troughs 
built, will furnish a constant supply of water for fifty to one hundred head of cattle. By this 
exchange of pasture land, many advantages would be gained for the school. The cows would be 
where they could be conveniently driven to the milking house; they would be always in sight 
from the school grounds and the entire school reservation would be compact in form and easily 
controlled. 

This proposed change would add to the "Military reservation" the following tracts: 

Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. Sec. 11 
Lots 1,2,3, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19,30,31,32.Sec IO 
Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. Sec. 14 

572.55 acres 

All the land West of these Lots is allotted and as this land is hemmed in all sides and not fitted 
for any use but pasturage, it might become a source of annoyance to the school when the 
reservation is allotted and the unalloted land is thrown open to settlement. Not only would the 
possession of this land by the school for pasture purposes be of great advantage, but the 
exchange; giving the Hay reservation to the Indians, would be an advantage to allottees whose 
lines over-lap and encroach upon it. 

Hoping that this proposition, which the Supt. of Ft. Lapwai school strongly recommends, may 
receive your approbation. 
§ 

June 22, 1891 (23214) 
Nez Perce Agency 
1 
I would respectfully request that a few yards of tracing paper be sent me that I can draw off from 
the plats the newly surveyed roads, showing their locations and relation to the allotments. I have 
no tracing paper, nor can I obtain any in this part of the country. I have no paper I can use for 
this purpose and I need to have the means to comply with your directions to furnish plats of the 
roads laid out in accordance with instructions under date of May 20, 1891, marked L. 
3 70-1890/16207. 
§ 

June 27, 1891 (23923) 
Nez Perce Agency 
1 
Herewith I submit the evidence taken in a contested case between Susie, the widow of Henry, 
and Sam and Fred Lot. All claiming allotment upon a tract of land situated in the Cottonwood 
Canyon, T36 N, R3 W, and I respectfully ask your approval of my decision in this case. 

Before 1876 an Indian named Lot took up this piece of land, 4 or 5 acres in the bottom. He had 
had two wives and each woman had had a son prior to her union with Lot. The mother of Sam 
(now called Sam Lot) bore Lot a daughter who married and was afterward killed in the Nez 
Perce War of 1877. This daughter left two children who with their grandmother, Sam Lot's 
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mother, were taken to the Indian Terr'y. The second wife of Lot bore Lot two sons- Peter and 
David, born soon after Lot's death. Her oldest son by another man is now called Fred Lot. Lot 
being on his death bed in 1876 called his relations together and distributed his personal property. 
He sent for Sam Lot who was a lad at the Agency school and he was present at the dividing of 
the property by Lot. Lot expressed the wish that his wife, Fred 's mother, should live on the land 
and Fred remain with his mother and Sam to stay and help with the work. James Conner, the 
uncle of Lot, was placed as guardian over the family. Lot had a full brother living with their 
Uncle James Conner and thi s brother Henry had helped Lot plant the orchard and improve the 
place. Lot died in 1876 and Sam and Fred lived upon the land. Peter, the son of Lot, died. 
Fred 's mother, widow of Lot, married again and went to Kamiah to live taking with her Lot 's 
youngest son, Daniel. Sam married and went to live with his wife ' s relations leaving Lot' s field 
tenantless. This brings the history of the land down to 1880. 

In 1878 Henry, the full brother of Lot, married Susie and continued to live with his Uncle James 
Conner. In 1881 , Lot's place being vacant, Henry moved upon his brother's land; next year, 
1882, Fred ' s mother died at Kamiah leaving Daniel an orphan. Henry at once went for the child, 
brought him to his home and he and his wife cared for the child until it died in 1887. No one 
contributed toward the support of the child or helped to defray the expenses of his last sickness; 
Susie earned the money after the boy's death to pay off the debts incurred at that time. In the fall 
of 1887 Fred brought his present wife to Henry's house and stayed there. ln the spring of 1888 
Fred told Henry he was going to have the place for himself. Henry replied, "You cannot, it is my 
home." Fred went to Agent Norris and presented his claim to Lot's estate. The Agent 
questioned Fred as to the survivors of Lot' s family and learned that the two grandchildren had 
returned from the Indian Terr' y in 1885 with their grandmother, Sam's mother. Henry was then 
sent for and told he must vacate the land in favor of the two grandchildren of Lot (they were two 
small girls). Henry demonstrated he claimed his right to his brother's land which was deserted 
and he had lived and worked there seven years making valuable improvements. Agent Norris 
told Henry he must leave the place and take up a new home. The Agt. said, so several witnesses 
state, that the land belonged to the grandchildren of Lot, if these children should die, Fred Lot 
was the next heir, and after him the land would fall to the man Fred's mother had married after 
Lot's death. 

Henry refused to leave the place where he had put in his crops and had permitted Fred to plant 
for himself a small piece. This he had granted before Fred' s appeal to the Agent. Henry died 
suddenly in June or July 1888 and his children' s widow went to visit her friends at Kamiah. She 
was gone about three weeks and returned to find her home occupied by Sam and his mother. Her 
bedding and clothes put out of doors, and all the stock, implements, and personal property of 
Henry in the possession of Sam and his mother. There was a harness and some other things 
bought with money derived from the sale of horses Susie owned before her marriage to Henry, 
these were kept with the other property. Susie states: "I understood what it meant putting all my 
things out of the house; I was alone. I made no trouble and have lived with my niece." 

During 1889, 1890 and again this year, Sam has put in a crop on the place. He says he "worked 
the land for the grandchildren." One died in 1889 and the other in 1890. He states, "he works 
the land for his mother, their grandmother, this year." According to his own statement and that 
of other witnesses, he did not support the children, others made contributions, and his mother 
does not live with him. The house has not been occupied this season. 
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Lot the [??] fenced the field, broke an acre or two., built a log house. That comprises all Lot did 
upon the land. 

Sam, the next occupant, repaired the fence and for a few years worked the land for his own and 
Fred's benefit. When Henry took possession Sam wished to take away the rails he had made, but 
Henry gave him other rails which Sam turned over to Fred. Sam made no improvements on the 
land until last year when he moved the fence at one end taking in a few feet of more land. 

Fred, has done nothing of value on the place. Henry, husband of Susie, lived for seven years 
and, until his death, on the land. He re-fenced the field, broke land, built shed and stable, and cut 
logs for a new building. Susie worked with him and put the proceeds of her horses into 
improvements for the place. It was her only home. 

Sam Lot claims the land in behalf of his mother, long since married to another man. He being 
her heir, will have the benefit of the land. His mother's rights coming through the decision of 
Agt. Norris that here grandchildren were the rightful heirs to the property. Fred Lot claims the 
land because Agent Norris declared him heir after the death of the grandchildren of Lot. 

Susie claims the land as the home of her self and her legal husband where she has worked for 
seven years and where she would still be but for the decision of Agent Norris. 

I cannot find any legal or just claim why Sam Lot should be given the land. He is no relation to 
either Lot or Henry and altho he has worked on the land, he has put nothing in it but has denied 
benefit from the breaking and buildings of another, thus fully compensating him for his labor. 
Neither can I find any reason for awarding the land to Fred Lot, who is no relation to Lot or 
Henry and who had added nothing to the value of the property. 

In view of the fact that Susie went upon the land with her husband Henry, who was full brother 
of Lot, and that she contributed toward the improvements which stand today, and also that all the 
children and grandchildren of Lot are dead, I think it just to allot to Susie, the legal widow of 
Henry, her old home where she lived and worked over seven years. 
§ 

Telegram 
July 2, 1891 (23437) 
Lewiston, Idaho , 
Please instruct agent by Telegraph to prevent Indians leaving reservation until they have reported 
to me and are allotted. They are preparing for their annual hunt. 
§ 

July 2, 1891 (24489) 
Nez Perce Agency , 
I have today sent a telegram to you asking that the Agent be instructed to prevent the Indians 
leaving the reservation until they have reported to me and been allotted. The people leave almost 
immediately after the 4 of July and then it is almost impossible to do any work. All the settled 
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Indians are allotted, it is the roving class that remain and it is very difficult to catch them. 
During the last month I had to hire a man several days to go and hunt up Indians to keep the 
Surveyor in supply and now that we must soon cross the mountain, it will take three or four extra 
men in the saddle to go after Indians. I have not burdened the Office with the difficulties that 
beset this work, but being determined to close the allotment this year, I have made the request of 
today as my last resort for help from the government. 
§ 

July 6, 1891 (25160) 
Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
Herewith I transmit the result of the adoption of members into the tribe. 

Cecelia, a Dalles Ind., Mother of 
Lonie and Paul Broncho 

Jane, Umatilla, wife of Sephan 
Is-te-pe- tak ma leis 

Louisa Pinkham, Fa. White, 
Mo. Yakama 

Mrs. Fairfield without her children 
(her name presented at Kamiah 1890) 

Cecelia elected by 101 votes 
Jane " " 192 votes 
Louisa " " 81 votes 

Lapwai 
Yes No 

114 00 

130 00 

142 00 

89 03 

Kamiah 
Yes No 

21 34 

67 5 

00 61 

Mrs. Fairfield, without her children, counting Kamiah vote of 1890, elected by 207 votes. 
§ 

July 8, 1891 (26280) 
Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
The grass is all burned up by hot winds and the horses under my charge need hay. I would 
therefore request that I be allowed to purchase 3000 lbs. of hay at a cost not exceeding 1 cent per 
lb. and 2500 lbs. of grain at a cost not exceeding 2 cents per lb. for the quarter ending Sept. 30. 
§ 

July 15, 1891 (26915) 
Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
The following statement and the enclosed paper affecting the allotment of Maud Simpson 
Mc Williams I send the Department that in the event of any questions touching the same the facts 
of the case may be available. 
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In 1889 I allotted Eliza Mc Williams, a full blood Nez Perce, legally married to William 
Mc Williams a white man, one hundred and sixty acres as head of the family. Last year, 1890, 
she adopted Maud Simpson after the death of the child's mother. This year before I could reach 
that section of the reservation to readjust her allotment under the amendment of the Act of Feb. 
8, 1889, Mrs. McWilliams died suddenly. According to my agreement with here before her 
death I have divided her allotment, giving that portion of the land having in it her improvements 
to her adopted child, and I also told Mr. Mc Williams that I thought that he should have proper 
legal papers of adoption drawn up between himself and Melvin Simpson, the father of Maud, 
who is also a white man. Mrs. Mc Williams left no children of her own. Maud's mother was a 
full blood Nez Perce so that the child has her natural right to allotment. 

I enclose a copy of the paper including the legal adoption of the child. 
§ 

July 17, 1891 (30459) 
Nez Perce Agency 
,I 
I write for information: the men who work with my Surveyor, all but one, are Indians living on 
the reservation and owing to the great distances we have to travel and the rugged nature of the 
country they are obliged to use horses going to and from camp. It is necessary that their horses 
be shod, otherwise the animals hoofs wear out in a very short time [?] over these sharp basaltic 
rocks. The chain and axemen have applied to the Agency blacksmith to shoe their horses and 
have been informed by him and by the Agent that the shoeing of Indian's horses is not allowed. 
As this ruling is contrary to all my former experiences upon reservations I write to know if there 
is not some mistake or misunderstanding of Department orders. It is rather hard on my men to 
pay shoeing bills and lose time going to Lewiston to get the work done. Until this season my 
work has been so remote from the Agency that my workmen have not sought help from the 
Agency Employees. 
§ 

Aug.3, 1891 (29256) 
Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
Sometime since I wrote asking for tracing paper (I should have said cloth) that I might make out 
the maps showing the proposed roads, their relation to the allotments, and to the outside country; 
the cloth has not come and I would respectfully request it be sent me without delay. I have no 
drawing paper and to draw out all the region through which the roads pass would take a great 
deal more time than to trace the lines from the plats. Moreover, I fear I could not make the 
drawings for the lack of time as I am pushing with all my power to complete this work this year. 

Hoping to receive the cloth very soon. 
§ 

Aug.3, 1891 (29435) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
,r 
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I have the honor to acknowledge your telegram of July 30, 1891 in reply to my letter of July 20, 
1891. You say that the Office will submit to the Department and recommend the approval of the 
withdrawing of the Nl/2 of El/2 of SEI/4 ofSWl/4 including fractional Lot 28 and the Nl/2 of 
Wl/2 of SWI/4 of SEl/4 including fractional Lot 29 of Sec. 2 T35N, R4W, 20 acres, from the 
old Military reservation for the Lapwai Mission "if said lands were in any sense in the occupancy 
of the Mission." I can truthfully say that said lands have been occupied by the Mission. 

The first site occupied by it in 1836 was not far from the proposed tract; the summer camp 
meetings have extended over this very land and the weekly services have been held within a very 
short distance of this spot. The Mission, owing to the very peculiar complications arising out of 
the Langford claim, has not been able to erect a Mission house. Had it been able to do so the 
building would have been located within a few feet of this land. Under these circumstances the 
accredited Missionary has been forced to work in camp meetings, in temporary lodgments, and 
for a considerable time on this very Military reservation. The settlement of the Lapwai Valley is 
the work solely of this Mission. When Mr. Spalding came in 1836 the Indians were living in 
long communal tents at the mouth of the Lapwai, not a sod had ever been turned or a tent pitched 
up the valley. Mr. Spalding started his Mission not far from the tract proposed for assignment, 
he there broke the soil and planted fruit trees, every farm that now dots this entire valley is the 
direct outcome of the Mission founded by him and the only one ever in this Valley of the 
Lapwai. It is because of the thoroughness of the work done by it, that not an acre of unoccupied 
land remains which I can allot the Mission on which to build its Mission house, except the 
proposed tract on the Military reservation. 

The requirement of the Act of Feb. 8, 1887 regarding occupation are met by this Mission and I 
most urgently and respectfully request that the land proposed be assigned to this efficient and 
time honored Lapwai Mission. 
§ 

Aug. 10, 1891 (30199) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
,r 
Jack, Indian name, Wa-tes-sits-li-niss, has lived all his life on the Snake River below[?]. He and 
his brother Hoo-soos-pa-sh-ma-yeen, recently deceased, were cultivating fields there when Mr. 
Edson D. Briggs, my surveyor, surveyed that country in 1877 and Mr. Briggs says the two men 
were living there when in 1870 he first came to this vicinity. Inspector Gardires saw these 
brothers in 1883. My interpreter James Stewart was at that time serving in the same capacity, 
with the Inspector, who told Jack to remain on his land and a Special Agent would come and 
secure to them the land. Jack is very anxious for a patent. He fears dispossession by some white 
men and came up to me for help. I have told him I have no jurisdiction, but would write this 
letter for him. Mr. Briggs thinks his land is in some parts of sections 14, 15, 22 and 23 T40N, 
R42E Willamette Meridian. 
§ 

Aug. 10, 1891 (30210) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
,r 



161 

The allotments North of the Clearwater and East of the Potlatch are about completed and the 
roads in that part of the reservation laid out. This part of the work has been fraught with 
difficulties, as the roads are used by the white settlers and hitherto the reservation has been 
unrestricted ground. As far as I can learn there is reasonable satisfaction over the work 
accomplished. 

The allotments East of Craig's Mt. and the Western line of the reservation are also nearing 
completion. There is some new survey to be made East of the Cottonwood Creek but it will be 
well to defer this and the allotments there until later in the season, as field work can be carried on 
here much farther into the Fall than beyond the mountain. I have kept my headquarters here, 
having been away in camp, but over across the Clearwater, as all the work has been within a 
radius of ten or fifteen miles and there has been an unusual amount of office work growing out of 
the readjustment of the past two seasons work under the Amendment of the Severalty Act and 
the settling of disputes. This is the most thickly settled portion of the tribe and I have had over 
one hundred contested cases connected with this year's work. Some of these troubles of long 
standing. As far as I can learn the decisions have been accepted peacefully on the whole. 

I have made up to date 1103 allotments. This statement does not include the readjustments many 
of these have necessitated, work equal to new allotting. This 1103 allotments includes over 300 
allotments which have been made in two places, persons holding pieces of bottom land and 
having to talce the remainder of their allotment elsewhere. This counts in the work and the time 
expended and makes the allotments really 1400. The rugged character of the country, the loss of 
time in traveling in and out of canyons, has added greatly to the cost of time in this work. 

The last settlement to be allotted is up the Clearwater, East of the Potlatch, running up to [??] 
Cr., a distance along the river bottom of about 30 to 40 miles. Here live about 200 Indians. It is 
impossible that they can all be allotted in their present location. The country is very rough, 
wagon travel is impossible in places, and it is unsurveyed. The only over flow for this group, as 
for the people hereabouts and at Kamiah, is upon the country East of Craig's Mt. where the work 
must be completed by early in October, otherwise the storms will prevent surveying. It is 
impossible, as well as illegal, to use the compass, the needle will hug the plate. The solar 
instrument is the only one by which one can find ones way. The Surveyor starts today, with a 
list of all the people living there, to run the North boundary and to grade the land, so that I can 
tell the people how many can take land there and so that the over flow can go at once to the 
region East of Craig's Mt. and secure this land. He will not stop to survey, for he has first to 
bring the lines up from the South, and to do all that now, will lose valuable time, for not only 
must I catch good weather beyond the Mountains, but the Indians, who will soon be off hunting 
in spite of all restrictions. I can by this place allot all the over flow of Kamiah, Lapwai, and 
Clearwater Indians then we can survey the land remaining, and under the eye of delegated 
Indians, run out the allotments in the region, where work will be possible late in the Fall. 

I am doing my utmost to get through this season and believe I shall accomplish it, but this 
country is very difficult, not only to travel over but to grade. Great care has been exercised to do 
this in a manner which will meet the justice of the case, as I am well aware that there is a fear on 
the part of some that I may undervalue the land, and be too generous to the Indian. I have tried 
to follow my instructions, both in the letter and in the spirit, and have borne constantly in mind 
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that the future welfare of the Indian and his white neighbors are to be one under the same land 
and subject to the same conditions. 

I shall move beyond the Mountain within the next ten days and camp then until the work is 
completed in the vicinity. 
§ 

Aug. l 2, l 891 (30568) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
1 
Your letter of July 29, marked ''A. 26916-91" would demand no answer from me but that today 
Agent W. D. Robbins showed me his reply to the Office letter which enclosed to him my letter 
of July 17. As that reply places me and my letter of July l 7 in a false light, it is just that I state a 
few facts. 

My letter of July l 7 was not written as a complaint, but as I stated in the letter, "for information" 
as to whether the Department made the rule that no Indian could have his horse shod by the 
Agency blacksmith, it having been my experience on all the Agencies I have known that while 
riding ponies, except under peculiar circumstances, were not allowed shoes, the work horses of 
the Indians were shod. I thought the ponies ridden by my workmen might come under the 
category of work horses and therefore I permitted my chain man to go to the Agency to get his 
horse shod. My question is still unanswered. 

The Indians who reported to me the ruling at this Agency forbidding the shoeing Indians' horses 
were correct, as the Agent has told me distinctly and definitely that he does not allow the shoeing 
of any Indian's horses, unless the Indian is employed by the government and the horses so shod 
are used in hauling supplies for the Agency, or doing some other government work From his 
letter, I learn that he has now decided to consider my work men and their horses in use while 
surveying as coming under his ruling in reference to shoeing. 

I decline to speak of the grave discrepancy between the story of the refusal as told by my 
chainman and others and the version given by the Agent in his letter. 

I will state what has been done for me by the Agency blacksmith. On my return from beyond 
Craig's Mountain last Fall the blacksmith put four narrow bands of iron about my wagon pole 
which was split; he screwed on a few pieces of iron as a temporary shift to keep my wagon 
bottom from falling out; he replaced a bolt, and put a hook on an iron chain which held the 
horses; he also tightened the shoes upon the horses which had loosened while crossing the 
mountain and reset a shoe that came off on the way to the Agency. This is all the work he has 
done for me which my driver or I can recall. The shoeing of my horses, the repairing of my 
wagon, has been done outside the reservation according to authority granted and as shown by my 
vouchers. 

None of my work men have been served by the Agency blacksmith to my knowledge. 

The letter of the Agent is of small importance except as it places a construction upon my letter of 
July 17 not contemplated by me and makes to appear that Agency employees do work for me 
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which I voucher for as done outside the Agency. 

I desire to be distinctly understood as having no wish to provoke controversy, and as declining to 
enter into any with the Agent or any employees on this reservation, and as far as I am concerned 
the matter ends here. 
§ 

Aug. 15, 1891 (30728) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
,r 
Your letter of Aug. 6 marked "Finance 2680-91 Auth'y 27567" is received. 

As I have been able to save something on the feed of my horses the past two weeks by being 
allowed to pasture them in a field where grain had been cut, I would respectfully request that this 
authority to expend $80.00 in open market purchase for hay and grain be extended into the 2nd 
Quar. 1892 so that that portion of the money not used before Sept. 30, I can use in October. I 
shall soon cross the Mountain and would prefer to purchase my feed as I move camp from place 
to place and avoid hauling my feed from here. I shall be moving camps into October, expecting 
to return here sometime during that month and may have to purchase feed in a dozen places. 
§ 

Aug. 15, 1891 (30729) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
,r 
The notice of a requisition for funds to be placed to my credit for use during the First Quar. 1892 
marked "R. Letter 29845/91" says, that the funds will be placed to my credit with ''the First 
National Bank of St. Paul Minnesota." As I have no account there, nor any way of reaching the 
funds there, all my funds being with the First National Bank of Portland, Oregon, I write to 
inform the Office of this mistake, which may be a mere clerical error on the notice, and go not 
further, but if the error extends to the placing of my funds in St. Paul, Minn., I would respectfully 
request that it be rectified as soon as possible, as I am in need of money for authorized expenses. 
§ 

Aug. 22, 1891 (31750) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
,r 
The Agent informs me that his police are too busy to serve me in notifying Indians to go out and 
attend to their allotments. I shall therefore be obliged to take on another man as "messenger," to 
gather up persons and send them beyond the mountains. The territory is too great for my driver 
to do all the work. I mention this fact that my monthly report of Employees may be understood. 
§ 

Aug.22, 1891 (31776) 
Ft. Lapwai 
,r 
I have the honor to report that the Surveyor Mr. Briggs has traced the North boundary of the 
reservation from the point where he left off some weeks since, East of the Potlatch in T37N, 
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R3W thro townships 37N Ranges 3, 2, and 1 West and Ranges I and 2E to the NE comer of the 
reservation and for a short distance along the East line. He has looked over the country and 
graded the land, in a general way; has seen all the Indians living there and noted their claims, so 
that when the land is surveyed the allotments can be run out at the same time. I am now able to 
correct my list of allottees for that locality and have told the Indians they are free to go on the 
hunt, a trusty man having been delegated to look after their comers. 

This part of the reservation is called the North Fork Country. The Clearwater river forks in 
T37N, RI East. Upon this part of the Clearwater and upon the North Fork which stretches for 50 
miles or more up toward the Mountains, the most valuable timber is to be found. White pine is 
not now obtainable on the reservation, that has all been cut off, but there is considerable yellow 
pine, which is the best to be found in this country. There are several sections of fine timber land 
which must be withheld from allotment for tribal use. The trees are worth a great deal of money 
and the region is much desired by white men. The soil is excellent wheat land when cleared. 

About 7 years ago A. E. Snell built a sawmill about I 00 yards from the North line of the res. in 
this North Fork Country. He and his father-in-law took up homesteads on the fine timber land 
fonning the reservation and all the trees on their 320 acres were now cut off. The men who own 
the timber lands adjoining do not wish to cut the trees and the reservation offers the only 
available supply. The mill has been running since July 4, supplied entirely by logs cut on the 
reservation, the Indians receiving, for each I 000 feet, $1.25 worth of lowest grade lumber, that 
is, the tree tops full of knots which is sold at the mill for $10.00 per 1000 ft. Thus, the Indians 
share is 125 feet. Some of the logs cut under this arrangement scale from 1000 to 1500 ft., each 
of clear lumber of the best quality worth at the mill from $20 to $26 per I 000 ft. The Indians 
receive none of this class and they are paid no more for it than for the lowest grade. There has 
been no one to count the trees cut on the reservation or to estimate the quantity of lumber 
realized. My figures are taken from the miller's statement. Over 200,000 ft. have been already 
cut. The best trees have been culled, and the Indians' property is being destroyed just when it is 
most needed to assist the people in starting fanns upon their allotments. As it is my duty to 
report upon the timber lands, I am obliged to tell exactly what I find to be going on so I will add 
that there seems to be two stories as to the bargain, one for outsiders, that the sawing is "done on 
halves;" and the other, the actual understanding as stated above, given me by the Indians and 
corroborated by Mr. Snell as sanctioned by the Agent on July 3, 1891. 

I have had to send the Surveyor to make a full examination of the ditches being dug for the 
purpose of tapping the Sweetwater creek, which would leave this entire valley a dry and barren 
waste. A full report upon this grave situation and a plat of the stream is sent by this mail. 

The Surveyor has gone across Craig's Mountain and is now in camp near Mason's Butte. He is 
running out the allotments of Indians who claim land there. I am still here gathering up the 
people and sending them to him by detachments. I cannot leave this point until I have caught 
every person hereabouts who is not yet allotted or assigned to certain districts. As soon as I have 
made a clear sweep in this region I shall cross Craig's Mountain and close up the allotments to 
the Eastward. 
§ 



Sept. 12, 1891 (34143) 
Nez Perce Agency 
,I 
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Just as I had all my arrangements made for closing the work in the Eastern part of the 
reservation, the Indians in my employ struck for higher wages. One Indian, Edward J. Conner, 
has left on account of illness, but the others have entered into a league not to work for less than 
$2.50 per day. I have so far been unable to fill their places with Indians. I shall take white men 
if I can get them. Hands are scarce at this harvest time and I may have to pay more than $1. 75 
per day. I shall replace the men as soon as possible and push the work through. My 
determination to close is well known and advantage taken of it. I could have had good Indian 
workmen, but they are now all gone off crop-picking and harvesting. 

I go to camp the first of the week and shall be away from mail facilities for some time to come. 
§ 

Sept. 17, 1891 (34916) 
In Camp, Nez Perce Res. Idaho 
,r 
I have used every effort to get each head of a family, at least, to come out and see his land run 
out and note the comers of his allotment, but it has become clear to me that it will be impossible 
to accomplish this. The Indians will not heed a summons if it conflicts with their own places or 
inclinations. If this work is to be closed, it will become imperative that I allot those persons who 
will not attend to business, and show the location of the allotments to some Indian who will note 
the same and show the allottee when he will take sufficient interest to make the trip. In excuse 
for the Indians, all that can be said, is that generally it takes a day or more to reach the uplands 
from their homes on the bottom, the land may not be run out the first day and the Indians may 
have to wait several days, therefore it often requires a week's sojourn, consequently, a man must 
bring a pack horse and camp and wait. All of which takes trouble and forethought. Nearly all 
the active men of the tribe are allotted, those I must allot are the indifferent people. If this plan 
of mine to allot and close the work does not meet your approval please notify me. I send by a 
chance to the P. office many miles distant. 
§ 
The Indians paid little heed to order to remain and attend to their land. 
They are off as usual to the Mountains. There were [?] honorable exceptions. 

Sept. 25, 1891 (35629) 
In Camp, Nez Perce Res. 
,r 
I am in camp near the brinks of Lawyer's canyon and closing up the allotment of lands between 
that canyon and the South line of the reservation. This not only involves new allotments but the 
readjustment of the allotments made before the Amendment to the Severalty Act in Feb. 1891. I 
have now an efficient force of white men with the Surveyor and three Indians who are acting as 
messengers rounding up the Indians preventing their going on the hunt and rendering service 
absolutely necessary. Two of them are off on journeys which will take between two or three 
days gathering Indians. The Agency police, the Agent says, are too busy to do this work at this 
distance from the Agency. I am some sixty miles away. I have telegraphed today asking that I 
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may be allowed an extra man on the Survey to act as messenger. If I am granted this, I can hold 
the three men I now employ for the next few weeks while closing up allotments South of the 
Clearwater and East of Craig's Mountain. After that I can get the work done by two Indian 
messengers. I have already authority to expend $60.00 per mo. for messengers. The lay of the 
land upon the reservation is such that it is equal to working upon three distant reservations. East 
and West of Craig's Mt. are two tracts separated by a hard journey taking a day's travel when 
one is loaded with a camp outfit, and nearly a day when riding light. The Clearwater forms a 
barrier, it is fordable only at certain times in low water and there is no ferry between Kamiah and 
some miles West of the Western line of the reservation. From Ft. Lapwai to the other side of the 
Clearwater is nearly a day's journey-as it is not safe to swim the horses, the current is so strong, 
even if one would risk the wagon on two dug out canoes. I mention these items to show the need 
of employing these messengers. The distances are so great, the travel over so rugged a country, 
that one man and his horse can not possibly do the summoning. The Indians I send for have to 
come and camp and will not stay an indefinite time, so I have to summon as I need them. I have 
tried giving out the time a week or two in advance, but it will not do. The Indians can't manage 
to be on hand and time is lost. If I am to finish this year, and I have nearly 500 allotments yet to 
make, I must have this extra help. 
§ 

Oct. 5, 1891 (36894) 
In Camp, Nez Perce Res. , 
I have an unpleasant accident to report. One of my horses fell with his pack down to the bottom 
of a canyon bruising himself badly and inflicting a serious cut between his fore legs. I hope to 
save the animal and am doing all I can for him. Meanwhile, I am hampered in transportation and 
shall have to hire more help in moving camp for the present. My driver was not with the horse 
which fell. One of the survey hands had hold of the rope. Travel is difficult in this section of the 
reservation and not infrequently dangerous and hitherto I have been very fortunate to escape 
disaster. I am now camped on the brinks of the Cottonwood Canyon and unless some untoward 
accident happens I shall have completed all allotments South of Lawyer's Canyon by the end of 
this week. I have 1284 allotments complete, of these some 130 have had to have two places run 
out. One as the bottom lands, one as the uplands. The work was the same as two allotments. I 
have also adjusted under the new law, the Amendment of Feb. last, between 4 and 5 hundred 
allotments, so that the work already done equals over 1800 allotments. 

I have about all the tribe registered and classified and when I move North of Lawyer's Canyon I 
shall then complete all the allotments, East of Craig's Mt., South of the Clearwater River, and 
North of Lawyer's Canyon. A part of this country has yet to be surveyed and if the weather 
holds good I shall hope to close up that part of the work within two weeks, that is, about Oct. 24, 
when the camp will move North of the Clearwater and close up all North of that river. 

The weather has been very cold. Snow on the mountains and ice over an inch thick in my tent; 
wood is scarce where we must work, and often we suffer considerable hardship. To add to our 
discomfort three of the horses belonging to the Surveyor wandered off and for a week all search 
has been unavailing, but in spite of all, the work goes steadily forward and I have strong hope of 
getting through by winter, by [?] of pushing and an adequate force in the field. 
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After I leave this camp, I shall be between 2 and 3 days journey from any Post Office and cannot 
therefore send any further reports for the present. 
§ 

Oct. 21, 1891 (40434) 
In Camp, Nez Perce Res. 
,i 
The allotments East of Craig's Mt. are nearing completion, and all persons in this region are 
located satisfactorily. There is one man who wishes land run out for his young son and an old 
Aunt in the region that will require over one week's work of the surveying party. The land is 
worthless except for grazing. It lies East of the Clearwater river and beyond one or two canyons 
over 2000 feet deep. The labor and cost of running out these two allotments seems to me too 
great to be undertaken. The location is a poor one for a child, who will, I trust, in a few years 
have sufficient education to do some things for himself and if he should attempt to do anything 
upon this land he is too far from market to realize any benefit. There are no improvements on 
this land, so badly chosen, and in view of the lateness of the season and pressure to complete the 
work, I have decided not to send the surveying party on this long, hard journey, but to report the 
case and ask instructions. I am also of the opinion this land may come under mineral land: four 
ledges cross that ridge and the region is known to prospectors as one of promise. The name of 
the Indian is KipKapalikan, formerly one of the Judges and living at Kamiah. His land and that 
of all his family, except these two persons, is taken where he lives at Kamiah and upon the 
rolling prairie in T34N, RI W. There is vacant good land adjoining his allotments in T34(?), 
Rt W where this young son of his and the old Aunt can be placed and where the future prospects 
of the boy will be far better than near the Eastern line of the reservation in T35[sic], R3East. 

If it is your wish that I run this land out, I will wait until all the work is done and then, if the 
weather permits, dispatch the Surveying party. The work will take over one week's hard work 
thro. an almost impassable region. 
§ 

Nov. 2, 1891 (41195) 
In Camp, Nez Perce Res., Idaho 
,i 
I have the honor to make the following report upon the progress of the allotment of the Nez 
Perce Indians: 

Completed allotments to date 
Incomplete 
Total 

1440 
35 

1475 

There are 1775 Indians upon my registry and I have reason to believe that it is nearly, if not 
quite, complete. This leaves about 300 persons to be allotted. The Indians are nearly all located 
upon certain tracts. That is, their families have little homes upon the river bottoms and the 
residue of the land needed for their allotment is selected. Nothing remains but to run out their 
claims and grade their land. Of the 300, about 225 take their allotments on unsurveyed land. 
The Surveyor is now on new survey in T35N, Range 2 West. The region is very rugged, being 
deeply gashed by canyons that open into the Cottonwood Canyon in T35, R3W and into the 
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Clearwater river. The position of the river as given on the general map of the reservation is two 
or three miles too far South. The river leaves T35, R3W near the Western line and runs North 
entering T36, R3 W and continues north of the township line for some ten or twelve miles. New 
survey must be made in T35, R2 and 1 Wand in T37, Ranges 3, 2, and 7W and I East. 

The 1440 completed allotments cover I 35,950.80 acres. 

No. of acres of Agricultural land 93,466.68 
" " " " Grazing land 42,484. I 2 

Average number of acres to each allotment 94.4 I. 

Great care has been taken in grading the land, full credit being given for all agricultural land, 
even where the hillsides were rather steep. I have desired to avoid all trouble in the future on this 
score, as the people in Idaho seem sensitive upon the subject of grading land. 

When I arrived here this season it was my plan to complete this allotment this year. The task 
was a heavy one requiring about 1100 new allotments to be made, besides readjusting the work 
of the two previous seasons under the Amendment to the Act of Feb. 8, 1887 passed in Feb. of 
this year. In many cases of adjustment I found it necessary to rerun the lines, owing to the 
difficulty of equalizing the graded land between members of a family. In a number of instances 
while families had to be moved, there being no land near their allotments to add to the 
complement given to the younger children under the old law. Even with all this added labor I 
should have been able to report the work about completed at this date had it not been for political 
disturbances which have resulted in official actions causing unrest among the Indians and 
affecting the confidence reposed in me. In the face of these difficulties, all the greater because 
often intangible, I can report the following work accomplished this year. 

New allotments made 780 
Readjustments under new law 451 
Total allotments made this year 1231 

If the weather will permit I may be able to close this year but it seems doubtful at this time. 
§ 

Nov. 10, 1891 (41479) 
Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
Your letter of Oct. 19 marked "Comis." reached me with my last mail. I have been in camp until 
within a few days, far beyond the reach of any Post Office, and several weeks have elapsed 
between my receipts of mail matter. I mention this to explain the delay in my reply. 

In reply to your first question, whether I am at liberty to undertake work in connection with the 
Expositions at Chicago because of my relation to Harvard and to Prof. Putnam as Chief of Dept. 
M., I cannot state positively until I have answers from Prof. Putnam to whom I present the 
question by this mail. As far as I understand my duties, I do not see why I should be 
embarrassed in serving the Indian Dept. Of course, I do not know your plans as to an Indian 
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Exhibit. Prof. Putnam's plan, as far as I know it, deals with the Indians as a race, their race 
development, which of necessity would preclude anything borrowed from our race. He wishes to 
exhibit the people ethnically and to make his showing of them such as will give their portrait 
untouched or unmodi tied by conditions which have been forced upon them. The Indian 
Department, so it seems to me, will take up this picture where Prof. Putnam leaves it and set 
forth the power of adaptability possessed by the Indian and the modification obtained from the 
cultivation of new ideas and the development which follows the acceptance of civilization. I 
cannot see why the two exhibits should not compliment, rather than rival, each other. 

In reply to your second question, I should certainly enjoy working upon the tally you suggest, but 
I cannot name the compensation I would wish as I do not know the expenses which my duties 
might involve. 

I thank you for the honor you have done me in thinking of me in connection with this work. 
§ 
Washington next month. 

Nov. 18, 1891 (42197) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 

1 
Since my report of Nov. 2 the weather has become very wintry. The ther. has sunk to 15 
degrees and even lower. Snow has fallen and the ground so frozen and icy that new survey has 
become a physical impossibility over the country yet remaining to be surveyed. As a result, I 
have called the men in, reduced my force to the lowest for working in this vicinity, running out 
allotments, and, as the weather will permit, shall as rapidly as possible close all stragglers here 
abouts and complete all allotments except those in the region yet to be surveyed. This region is 
in T36, R2W. Of this township, 53 miles have been run since my last report, leaving 19 yet to 
run. About 1/3 of T36, R2W must be surveyed for allotment, 6 miles in T37, R3W, fractional 
T37, R2-1W, and along the Clearwater in T37, RlE. The survey remaining to be done amounts 
to about 2 townships, or 144 miles of near survey. To do this work and run out the allotments in 
these townships will take about five weeks of good weather. I have several times spoken of the 
impossibility of using the compass owing to the mineral attraction in the mts. and I have also 
called your attention to the rugged character of the country. The sort of work that must be done 
miles at a time is indicated by the fact that the chain cannot he leveled when it exceeds 10 links; 
the difficulty of rapid field work in such a country-cannot be over estimated. 

The Surveyor and my field force have worked diligently for the past month and, in the face of 
severe weather, have accomplished all I could expect, but winter has come 6 weeks earlier than 
is usual and defeated all our efforts to bring this work to an end. I am very sorry, but I am 
overcome by forces I cannot control. 

I have to date completed allotments: 1498. Its is my purpose to bring my work into such a shape 
that a very short time will be needed to close it entirely, as all the allotments to be made will be 
confined to the region where the new survey already indicated must be made. 

The men will soon be discharged and the Surveyor devote himself to his field notes. 
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In view of the situation, I respectfully ask that I be allowed to report at Washington when I shall 
have brought this work to the conclusion already indicated and have done all needed work with 
the Surveyor to secure the rapid platting of the allotments. 

While I am sorely disappointed by the turn of events I cannot, as I review the year, take blame to 
myself. There have been many difficulties besetting the task and I have had some very 
troublesome Indians to settle. One small family cost me 57 miles of survey, owing to their 
power to [?] trouble, when 4 or 5 miles should have allotted them. This is only one instance in 
many. So far, I have been able to overcome all obstacles, but my victory is impotent on account 
of the early inclemency of the Season. 
§ 

Nov. 28, 1891 (43192) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho , 
Your letter of Nov. 20 marked M. has just reached me. I thank you for your friendly and 
appreciative words. 

As to leaving here: I am closing up all work on the old Survey and putting everything in shape, 
so that when the new survey in the Northeast part of the reservation is made next spring I can 
close here in two or three weeks time. I shall do my utmost to so arrange my work here as to 
meet you and Prof. Putnam in Chicago and think I shall succeed if there is no great delay in 
travel. I may have to telegraph you as to the date of your stay in Chicago as I am running very 
close on time to accomplish all this. 

Whatever you and Prof. Putnam agree upon I will accede to with pleasure. 
§ 

1892 Letters to Commissioner oflndian Affairs 

Feb. 18, 1892 (7597) 
Washington, D. C. , 
My reply to office letter of August 3, 1891 marked "land 27598 1891" has been delayed by 
several causes which were not wholly within my control and I therefore crave indulgence for the 
delay. 

In my letter of July 20, 1891 I asked that the following tract, included within the boundary of 
what was known as the old Fort Lapwai Military Reservation and now occupied by the Fort 
Lapwai Industrial School, be withdrawn from school purposes that the land may be set apart 
under the Severalty Act of Feb. 8, 1887 for the use of the mission of the Presbyterian church, to 
wit: the N 1/2 of E 1/2 of SE 1/4 of SW 1/4 including fractional Lot 28; and N 1/2 of W 1/2 of 
SW 1/4 of SE 1/4 including fractional Lot 29. Section 2. Township 35 N, Range 4 W, 20 acres. 
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In your reply of August 3, 1891, you ask me 151, "To designate in full the name of the Board or 
Mission desiring this assignment." 2nd, to state "what connection the above application has, if 
any with the one acre of land on said old Military Reservation, which the Department under date 
of April 25, 1891 granted authority for assigning to the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church for Mission purposes." 3rd, to state if in any manner the Lapwai Mission 
was in occupancy of the said 20 acres at the passage of the General Allotment Act. 4th, to report 
the location of all missions of the Presbyterian church upon the Nez Perce Reservation. 

In replay to these inquiries I will state: 

15
', the name of the Board desiring the assignment of the said 20 acres is the Board of Foreign 

Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 53 Fifth A venue, New York, New York. 

2nd, the application for one acre on the old Military Reservation made Jan'y 29, 1891 by the Pres. 
Board of Foreign Missions was made in ignorance of the opinion of U. S. Ast. Atty. Gen'l 
(transmitted to the Indian Office April 14, 1890) upon the status of the land within the limits of 
the old Military Reservation. This opinion concludes, ''that what ever restrictions there may be 
upon the buildings" (upon the said old Military Reservation) "the same do not apply to the lands 
of the Military Reservation which are left in their former condition of Indian Reservation and 
that the Department has power to change the limits of the school farm there on to subserve the 
interests of the Indians, and allot the lands in severalty to the Indians." When a knowledge of 
this opinion reached the Pres. Board of Foreign Missions they determined to relinquish the 
privilege of obtaining the use of the one acre as accorded them in Dept. letter of April 25, 1891 
and Indian Office letter of May 4, 1891, deeming it best to acquire the use of land in the Lapwai 
Valley under the Severalty Act of Feb. 8, 1887 and thus bring all the tracts occupied by them as 
Mission Stations on the Nez Perce Reservation, under one law and similar conditions. 
Therefore, as the Pres. Board has withdrawn from the application for the acre made on Jan'y 29, 
1891, the present application stands by itself and is the only one to be considered. 

3rd, The Presbyterian Church established its missions among the Nez Perce Indians in 1836 under 
the auspices of the American Board of Commissioners of Foreign Missions, a body at that time 
representing various denominations. It's first station was not far from the North boundary of 
what is now known as the Military Reservation; later it's Mission houses were erected near the 
mouth of the Lapwai and the first site thus abandoned was occupied by a Christian Indian family. 
The second site of the Mission at the mouth of the Lapwai in the course of years became 
involved in a legal dispute arising out of the sale of this site by the American Board of 
Commissioners of Foreign Missions, together with the extra land to which the Mission had 
become entitled under the Oregon Endowment Act passed in 1848, to one Langford, who thus 
became the possessor of 640 acres stretching from the mouth of the Lapwai between its foothills 
to the North boundary of the old Military Reservation. 

Subsequently, the houses erected by the Presbyterian Mission on the second site near the mouth 
of the Lapwai were taken possession of by the U. S. Indian Agent. In consequence of the action 
of the American Board of Foreign Missions in the sale of the Presbyterian Mission site to 
Langford and that of the U. S. Indian Agent, the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, under 
whose auspices this Presbyterian Mission finally came, finds itself without land in the Lapwai 
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Valley and without buildings. These circumstances have not abated the zeal of its Missionaries 
who have lived where they could find lodgment in different parts of the Valley and even on the 
Military Reservations holding their meetings, giving household instructions to men and women 
and thus carrying forward their remarkable and successful work. 

In accordance with the Treaty of 1863 a church was erected at Lapwai with tribal money. The 
congregation having become too large for the building, the Indians some 10 years ago, raised the 
funds to build a larger church. It was their wish to place the new church not far from the tract 
here in asked to be assigned for Mission purposes, but they were over ruled in their choice of a 
site by the Agent who moved the old church building to the spot where it now stands and turned 
it into a warehouse, and the Indians were induced to place their new church on the old site, the 
second site, then embraced within the Langford claim. All the land about this church is occupied 
by the Agency and the Agency School and is covered by the Langford claim, indeed there is not 
a foot of land between the mouth of the Lapwai and the Northern line of the Military Reservation 
that is not occupied either by the Government or by Indian families. A full and detailed 
statement of these Indian homes, each one with its enclosed fields, orchards, and gardens, 26 in 
all upon the Langford claim, is given in my letter to the Office under date of March 17, 1890. 
All these homes with their improved lands are the direct outcome of the Presbyterian Mission at 
Lapwai. 

In the final settlement of Nez Perce land and now in progress under the Severalty Act of Feb. 8, 
1887, the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions asks the assignment in accordance with that 
law a small tract whereon to erect Mission buildings for their work among the adults of the 
Lapwai Valley. The court having served an injunction upon the allotting Agent on July 15, 1889 
forbidding the allotment of the Langford claim ( all the papers were under that date forwarded to 
the Indian Office), that fact precludes the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions from obtaining 
the use of land upon that claim and even were the Langford claim satisfied or annulled the Pres. 
Board would still be unable to secure the assignment of any land adjoining the church for every 
acre as already stated is occupied by the U. S. Indian Agent, the Agency School, and the 26 
Indian families enumerated in my letter of March 17, 1890. The Pres. Board of Foreign 
Missions therefore asks for the assignment of the nearest available land to the church, namely the 
20 acres described in the beginning of this letter. 

Their Mission has occupied this valley for nearly 58 years, no other mission has ever been in the 
Valley; their prayer meetings on the Sabbath and in the week have been held along the Valley. 
This custom of holding religious meetings often in the immediate vicinity of the site designated 
to be assigned to the Pres. Board, not only obtains at the present time but has been the usage for 
over 15 years; moreover, since the Army abandoned Ft. Lapwai the outdoor summer gatherings 
for worship have covered this very 20 acres. Therefore, the Presbyterian Mission occupied this 
land in pursuance of its work prior to the passage of the Severalty Act and ever since that time 
and their request that this land be assigned them for the purpose of erecting thereon their Mission 
buildings falls within the intent of the law of Feb. 8, 1887. 

It is pertinent to state that the Military Reservation contains 669 .66 acres to which has been 
added on the West line for pasture purposes, 572.55 acres, making an aggregate of 1242.21 acres 
set apart for the use of the Ft. Lapwai Industrial School. The withdrawal of the designated 20 
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acres on the Northeast comer of this reservation will not cause any loss, as stated by Supt. Ed. 
McConnille in my letter of July 20, 1892. The tract is over half a mile from the school and lies 
upon the opposite side of the road which is the main thoroughfare thro the Lapwai Valley. The 
proposed Mission site will in no way interfere with the school buildings, the school farm, or 
school pasture. The arable land within this tract hardly exceeds an acre, the remainder is cut up 
by old dry beds of the stream, there however can be planted with trees and the Lapwai flows thro 
the Eastern part of the tract, shade and water can be provided for the Indians attending services at 
the Mission. 

4th, The Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions has four stations on the Nez Perce Reservation. 
Each one of these stations has a flourishing church of long standing. The stations are: 

Kamiah, where the following land is set apart for the church, grave yard, and 
mission building: 

S 1/2 Lot 5; S 1/2 Lot 3; S 1/2 Lot 2; NE 1/4 Lot 6; N 1/2 Lot 7; N 1/2 Lot 8 
of Sec. 18, T33, R4E. 

Lot 8 Sec. 13, T33, R3E. 

48 acres. 

Meadow Creek, the following is there set apart: 

Lots 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20; Sec. 3 T32, RlE.160 acres 

Lapwai, land not yet assigned. 

North Fork, land not surveyed so the Mission lands cannot be designated. 

In view of the foregoing facts I respectfully request that the 20 acre tract described in the 
beginning of this letter be withdrawn from the Military Reservation, now set apart for the Ft. 
Lapwai Indian School, and assigned to the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions for Mission 
purposes under the conditions imposed by the General Allotment Act of Feb. 8, 1887. 
§ 

April 4, 1892(13478) 
Washington, D. C. 
,r 
To complete the survey of the Nez Perce Reservation Idaho where allotment of lands is in 
progress the following sum will he needed. 

Due the Surveyor on field notes sent to Surveyor General of Idaho, written out in Jan'y and Feb. 
1892 

Field work of Surveyor 1892 
writing field notes " 

$ 408.00 
650.00 
200.00 
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Chain and axemen 500.00 
1758.00 

on hand from 1891 259.75 
Amt. required $1498.25 

I respectfully request that the sum of $1500.00 be granted for the completion of the survey of the 
Nez Perce Reservation, Idaho. 

The work to be done is about equal to the full survey of a little more than three full townships. 
The tract yet unsurveyed lies in seven townships and in a very rough country cut up by Canyons 
and the Clearwater river. The latter is not fordable where the Survey must be made in the 
Northeastern part of the reservation. In this region about 300 Nez Perce live and the land along 
the bottoms will have to be surveyed into small lots. The river meandered and much hard work 
done. The Surveyor writes he cannot get the work finished in the time allowed unless he has 
white men and they will not work for $1.75 per day providing themselves with horses and all 
their outfit. I have therefore estimated their wages at $2 per day. 

Enclosed is a statement of expenses of Survey since my report of May 1, 1891. 
§ 
Bal. of Survey funds by Report May 1, 1891 
Estimate made for year and granted 

Expended since April 30, 1891 

1891 Surveyor 

May 
Jun 
Jul 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

Total 

Bal. Jan. 1, 1892 

May 10, 1892 (18712) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
,r 

$208.00 
208.00 
216.00 
200.00 
208.00 
216.00 
200.00 
208.00 

1664.00 

Workmen 

$136.50 
143.00 
175.00 
175.00 
181.50 
189.00 
117.75 
38.50 

1156.25 

$ 946.00 
2134.00 
3080.00 

Total 

$334.50 
351.00 
391.00 
375.00 
389.50 
405.00 
317.75 
246.50 

2820.25 

259.75 
$3080.00 

After a long journey broken by storms I reached this place on the 7th instant, I found the Indians 
gathered here from all parts of the reservation having been called hither by the Agent. As I 
wished to announce to the people that the allotment was rapidly drawing to a close and to call 
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upon any persons not yet registered to come to me at once for that purpose I thought best to take 
advantage of the presence of so many of the tribe. I therefore, on Saturday, asked the Agent to 
call a council for Monday, which he did. 

At 10 o'clock yesterday I met a large number of the tribe in the church at the Agency. The 
Agent being present. I made my announcements and told the Indians as this was probably the 
last time I should meet them in Council, if there were any questions or explanations concerning 
my work which they desired to ask they had better take this opportunity. 

I was asked to tell all I knew concerning the Langford claim. I gave a rapid history of it and 
stated that according to the opinion of the U. S. Att'y Gen'l the non-extinguishment of the 
Indians' right of occupancy was the only barrier against Mr. Langford's taking possession of the 
land. 

Being asked concerning matters pertaining to the Mission in the Lapwai Valley, I detailed the 
plan to set apart for Mission purposes 20 acres from the Ft. Lapwai School farm and referred the 
presentation of this subject to the Agent. He then laid it before the Council quoting from the 
Office Letter of April 25, 1892 that this 20 acres was to be set aside for church and Mission 
purposes by the consent of the tribe. Some Indians spoke favorable of the measure, and no one 
made any objections, the audience responding "ah" which means yes. 

At noon I proposed to close the Council, but the Indians proposed an adjournment of an hour and 
requested the Agent and myself to be present at an afternoon session. This session was peculiar 
and unpleasant, matters were brought forward concerning which the Indians and the Agent were 
at variance, and I was forced to be a listener. 

The weather is cold, constant and unprecedented rains threaten the crops and keep the Surveyor 
from at once going into the field. 
§ 

May 23, 1892 (19818) 
Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
I respectfully ask authority to purchase in open market 3500 lbs. of grain at a cost not to exceed 2 
cents per lb. 

3500 lbs. grain at 2 cents per lb. $70.00 

I owe grain which I must repay out of this amount, grain eaten this month and last by the horses. 
§ 

May 23, 1892 (19819) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
,r 
My wagon was in so bad a state that I have had to have a new fifth wheel put in, it being broken 
and useless and the boxing and setting of a wheel. I think that the wagon will now run to the end 
of work if no accident happens. 
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I therefore respectfully request authority to pay for these repairs: 

New fifth wheel, king bolt 
Boxing and setting wheel 
Total 

§ 

May 26, 1892 (20194) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
,r 

$ 5.50 
1.25 
6.75 

Enclosed please find the written application of Fitch Phinney in behalf of himself and his brother 
(meaning Leander) to be allotted on the Craig claim: I have accordingly allotted him and his 
brother and herewith give my reasons for so doing. 

Although the Craig claim has been unrecognized by the Dept., Mr. Sam Phinney, father of Fitch 
and Leander Phinney and son-in-law of Mr. Craig, has claimed that Craig had proved his claim 
under the Endowment Act of 1848 and that he, Phinney, had received a quit-claim from Craig. 
Examination of the papers has revealed that Mr. Craig failed to file a certain affidavit and that he 
never received patent therefore he could not make out a legal deed to Phinney. Then years since, 
when Mr. Caldwell was ordered off the reservation, he sold his improvements to Sam Phinney 
who allotted two of his children upon the land formerly held by Mr. Caldwell. Instead of Mr. 
Caldwell moving off the reservation he moved down the Lapwai Creek and took possession of 
the Craig claim, renting Mr. Phinney's improvements. Mr. Caldwell made some sort of 
agreement with Mr. Phinney to employ lawyers in Lewiston and Washington to secure the issue 
of a patent to Sam Phinney. The latter, a credulous man, resisted the requests of his children to 
be allotted upon the land where these two applicants, Fitch some 28 or 29 years old and Leander 
21 or 22, had worked. Meanwhile, Mr. Caldwell put in large crops and reaped them feeding his 
great herds of cattle and horses which roam on this reservation. Mr. Caldwell considered he was 
here safe, as Mr. Phinney was a "legal claimant," he declared, to the land, and also declared that 
should I attempt to allot the land he, Mr. C., would serve an injunction. I waited until the sons 
should put their request in writing, they have done so and there is no legal obstacle to my 
allotting them this land, which is tribal land, and which they have lived upon and worked for 
many years, I have done so. Mr. Caldwell is an intruder upon this reservation and should be 
removed. His custom of taking Indian calves is well known and can be proved. He has openly 
defied the United States government for years, having been removed by the Military and then 
returning, entertaining the soldiers who were guarding the place from his intrusion. He still 
asserts his ability to live here, and has recently moved his family into the old Phinney house 
which he has recently repaired. 

William Caldwell and [?] are injurious to this tribe, and should be kept off these lands as they are 
cattlemen who pay nothing for large herds, and who are not careful to hand simply their own [?]. 
§ 

June 6, 1892 (22153) 
Nez Perce Agency 
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1 
I have the honor to report that up to Saturday, May 28, the number of completed allotments was 
1655. Of these, 55 have been made since May 9. There are now on my registry 1848 names and 
I think there are still a few more Indians to gather in. 

The Surveyor and his party are at work on the new survey and running out the allotments already 
assigned as the survey is made, so as to avoid passing on the same ground twice. 

A letter received a few days since from the Surveyor Gen 'l in reply to mine asking for plats of 
the new Survey, says: that in December last plats and field notes "of townships 36N R3W and 
townships 36 and 37N Range 4W'' were "transmitted to the Gen' 1 Land Office and so far as 
known no action has been taken upon this work." I trust that this delay will not continue as I 
desire to get my schedule sheets prepared as rapidly as possible. 

The Surveyor Gen'l reports having rec'd from the Surveyor, Mr. E.D. Briggs, the field notes of 
the following township, upon which his office work is being pushed and the plats and field notes 
will be ready to transmit to the Gen'l Land Office in a few weeks. 

T31N R4E 
T32N R3E 
T33N R2E 
T34N RlE 
T37N RSW 

T31NR3E 
T33NR4E 
T34NR3E 
T35NR2E 

T32NR4E 
T33NR3E 
T34NR2E 
T36NR5W 

We are having very cold weather, fires are needed in my office, snow is upon the mountains, and 
the storms interfere some with rapid field work. Still, the Survey and allotments progress 
steadily. As soon as I can get my list of people complete I shall join the Surveyor in the field, but 
I must first gather up all to be allotted. I am trying to prevent double allotments here and at 
Umatilla, with the aid of the Agents at work there. 
§ 

May 28, 1892 (20465) 
Nez Perce Agency 

1 
A Mr. Page, purporting to represent the interests of the Umatilla Indians of Oregon called upon 
me and stated that from twenty (25) to seventy five (75) old Umatilla Indians would probably 
receive no land on the Umatilla reservation and he desired to know if I would allot them on their 
Nez Perce reservation. I said certainly not, unless they had claim by birth to land belonging to 
this tribe or were adopted by a majority of the tribe. I also refused to present them for adoption 
to this tribe without direction from the Indian Office, but I agreed to state the case and await 
instructions. 

I think to take from this tribe 2000 to 6000 acres of agricultural land would not be to the true 
interests of the future of this tribe. The land would serve them better occupied by farmers. 
§ 
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June 10, 1892 (22174) 
Nez Perce Agency 

1 
If a few blank township plats can be furnished me I shall be greatly obliged. I have used up all I 
had and I need about six more to enter the allotments upon the survey now in progress. I need 
these blanks for my field work. I thought I had asked for them and have been waiting until now. 
I can hardly wait longer, without danger of confusion in my field work. 
§ 

June 27, 1892 (24009) 
Nez Perce Agency 

1 
In some unaccountable manner my letter of instructions has disappeared. I have searched 
everywhere and cannot find it and as I am in need of it, I request the favor of a copy being sent 
me. I regret putting the Office to this trouble but I do not know how to avoid it. Nor can I 
account for the loss of the paper, but it is gone. Bound up with my letter of instructions was my 
copy of the Severalty Act, and the Amendment of F eh. 1891. Will you please send me copies of 
these Acts and may I ask to have the paper sent me as soon as possible as I need them. 
§ 

June 27, 1892 (24010) 
Nez Perce Agency 

1 
I respectfully ask instructions concerning the allotment of certain lands in the Northeastern 
portion of the reservation. 

The land bordering the Clearwater River in Townships 36 and 37 N, Range West, Boise M. and 
Townships 35, 36, 37 N, Ranges 1, 2, and 3 East, Boise M., is more or less covered with timber. 
Some of it is large merchantable timber, more is covered with a vigorous young growth. The 
soil on which these trees grow is deep black loam, very rich and valuable for fanning. The white 
settlers just across the line have taken homesteads, filing upon the land as agricultural land, and 
are clearing off the wood, burning it in windrows to get their crops in as soon as possible. 
Orchards and gardens flourish in this locality. The land now occupied by the white settlers as 
stated above is exactly like the land on the reservation, land occupied and cultivated by the 
Indians and claimed by them for allotment. Hitherto, I have refused to allot any land that has a 
wooded growth upon it, reserving all such land as tribal. There is land on this reservation that 
can the classed as timberland, i.e. land having on it trees fit for building or other purposes and 
when cleared the soil is barren and worthless. There is however, as in the region designated, 
land that has timber upon it, but which is fruitful and valuable when cleared. When such land 
adjoins the homes of the Indians and there is no other land for their allotment, short of twenty or 
thirty miles distant, it seems to me that it would be better to allot this land as it cannot be held as 
tribal timber land, but will in the future be classed as agricultural land and thrown open to 
settlement. If I take the Indians away from their garden plots and allot the bulk of their land 
thirty miles off in the nearest open prairie, in a few years they will see white men cultivating the 
land which I denied them on the plea of its being timber land. Therefore, in the interest of the 
future welfare and peace of these Indians I would request authority to allot such land as has 
timber on it, where the soil is valuable for farming after being cleared, whenever the necessity of 
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the case demands. Please answer by telegraph as I am in this country I wrote of and must close 
the work in a few weeks. 
§ 

June 30, 1892 (24909) 
Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
Since my last report of June 3, I have been forced to remain at this point to attend to Indians and 
facilitate the field work which has been going steadily forward. 

Mr. Briggs has made 107 miles of new survey in the following townships: 

T35N Ranges 1, 2, and 3 East. B. M. 
T36N Ranges 1 and 2 East " " 
T3 7N Ranges 1 and 2 East " " 

Considerable more new survey remains to be made and meandering of the river. 

48 allotments have been run out on the new survey. Making a total of 1703 allotments. Two 
allotters have been transferred to Umatilla making 1701 standing to date. 

I expect to join the Surveyor next week. The Indians are all off for the Fourth of July camp and 
it will be July I 0th before we can catch them for allotment. 
§ 

July 2, 1892 (24910) 
Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
I have the honor to submit the following case at the request of Maria Moffet and ask instructions. 
Maria Moffet's father is Cayuse, her mother Nez Perce, and she and her family have lived the 
most of their lives here. In 1890 I allotted Maria; her two sisters Ellen and Annie, and their 
children; her three brothers Daniel, Stephen, and Amos and their families; and her mother. They 
have, some of them, fenced and improved their allotments. 

On July 28 I learned from the allotting Agents at Umatilla that Maria's father had entered his 
childrens' names on the list of persons to be allotted at Umatilla and the Agents write that they 
are instructed to allot all on the list furnished them by the Dept. and under their instructions they 
cannot cancel the Moffet allotments there. The family regard it a great hardship to lose their 
homes here and say they did not know they were entered there, all but Amos who knew it and 
desires to withdraw from Umatilla and take land here. 
§ 

July 4, 1892 (24911) 
Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
Much of the time during June the Surveying party were obliged to use canoes in crossing and 
recrossing the Clearwater in townships 35, 36, 37 N, Ranges 1, 2, and 3 East, B.M. The river 
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was high part of the time, making the trips sometimes quite dangerous among the rocks and 
rapids. The cost of this canoe transportation amounted to $17.75 during the latter part of May 
and the month of June. It hardly seems right that the workmen should pay this transportation out 
of their pockets and I therefore submit the matter to the Dept. and respectfully ask that this 
necessary transportation be allowed upon the presentation of sub-vouchers. 
§ 

July 7, 1892 (25271) 
Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
Jack Wa-tes-sits-li-nin, concerning whose claim upon the Snake River I wrote the office under 
date of August 10, 1891, has come to me asking me to again plead for him that a patent may be 
granted to him for the land where he has lived and cultivated fields since before 1870, where he 
was seen at that time by my Surveyor Mr. Edson D. Briggs. The people are pressing upon him 
and he fears he may be crowded off his old home. He lives off the reservation on the Snake 
River below Alamotin [Almota], probably in Tl4 N, R42E., Willamette Meridian. 
§ 

July 18, 1892 (26943) 
In Camp, Nez Perce Reservation 
,r 
Herewith I transmit a corrected Report of Employees during the 3rd Quarter 1892. I understood 
that only the original contained the clerical error of writing 26 instead of 29 for the final date in 
Feb. I find my triplicate copy correct showing that Mr. Edson Briggs, Surveyor, worked from 
Jan'y 1 to Feb. 29, inclusive. 

I also enclose supplemental voucher No. 1 giving the days I worked in January and February. 

Hoping that these papers will remove all suspensions to my accounts for the 3rd Quarter 1892. 
§ 

July 19, 1892 (26945) 
In camp, Nez Perce Reservation, Idaho 
,r 
It seems proper to report some of the difficulties the Surveyor has encountered in his work this 
season, difficulties that have already cost him over two weeks of extra work that cannot show or 
count on the allotment and which bids [?] to put me back and embarrass me in reference to my 
estimates. These difficulties arise from the imperfect manner in which the former survey was 
done. The enclosed plat drawn by Mr. Briggs shows how the Boise Meridian crosses the 
Clearwater River. The sworn field notes state that the line was taken directly from the South to 
the North shore of the river. Facts show that it was never taken across the river but left on the 
South side and under a fresh party and contract brought down from the North and left on the 
North bank without regard to the line on the South side. It took 4 hard days of chaining by the 
Surveyor over mountains 2500 ft. high to be sure he was right, and then days of climbing over 
steep canyon sides before the line was found a quarter of a mile away. It will be seen how the 
North section lines will be bent to close in the Meridian and we await instructions from the 
Surveyor General of Idaho before we can take up the work. There are other ')ogs" and "errors" 
that throw the survey out of gear, trying to connect it with the old lines. The Surveyor General 
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has issued new instructions to the Surveyor which require more labor to fulfill than the old orders 
and all this has thrown us behind. The country is of the roughest and there have been many 
delays by high water while working on the bottoms and meandering river. 

Since my arrival in Camp I have been holding court every day settling disputes preparatory to 
allotment. I have been able to make only four allotments since my last report, making a total of 
1705 allotments to date. 

I have lost one of my best hands and know not how to fill his place. Men are scarce in harvest 
time. I will not speak here of how I lost this valuable man. I may report upon the case later. 
§ 

July 30, 1892 (28920) 
In Camp, Nez Perce Reservation, Idaho 
,r 
Of the four horses carried on my property return, one was purchased under agreement that his 
former owner could buy him back for the price paid by the Gov't; the other three are old and 
worn out by hard work, they would be of little or no service to either the Agency or School. I 
should like it much if the three old horses, my wagon, and harness, and pack saddles, all pretty 
well used up, could be condemned and sold or issued to deserving Indians, where they could still 
do some good. To this end I request that the following persons be appointed as a board of survey 
to condemn this property at the close of my work: 

Col. Edward McConnille 
Edson D. Briggs 
JohnN. King 

If this property, after being condemned, is to be issued or even sold, I would request that it be 
done by Col. McConnille, as he knows the Indians well and can place it where it will do most 
good. 
§ 

July 30, 1892 (28930) 
In Camp, N. Fork Clearwater 
Nez Perce Reservation, Idaho 
,r 
Just as I was starting for camp I received an office letter which by mistake was left behind, so 
that I cannot refer to it's mark. The letter asked concerning the advisability of appointing a field 
matron for the Nez Perce Reservation and requesting me to consult with Miss K. McBeth. 

In reply I will state the ground is practically covered by the work of Miss Kate McBeth, 
Missionary at Lapwai. She speaks the language and devotes herself to the teaching of the 
women the acts of homelife, as far as the poverty of people will permit the practice of these acts. 
It hardly seems advisable to place another woman here and it might bring about troubles as will 
readily be seen. Miss McBeth agrees with me that, at present, it would be best to leave the work 
as at present carried on, solely as Mission work. 
§ 
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July 30, 1892 (28931) 
In Camp, N. Fork Clearwater 
Nez Perce Reservation, Idaho 

1 
In my letter of April 4, 1892, when making an estimate for the completion of the survey and 
retracing of lines on this reservation, I thought, and the Surveyor Mr. Briggs co-incided with me, 
that two months and a half of field work would complete the survey and allotment. I accordingly 
asked that $1500.00 be granted for that purpose. The time for the completion has come and the 
difficulties have proved too great for its accomplishments and I therefore submit the facts in the 
case as follows: 

In the early part of May the Survey was delayed several days, about 10 days during the entire 
month, by storms. The work lay in a very rough country and the storms hindered rapid chaining. 
Moreover, the Indians were greatly scattered, some of them taking their land on the Eastern line 
of the reservation in the vicinity of the Lolo-a region noted in the Joseph War. This Eastern 
line of the reservation as well as all the boundary has been run three times, the last two at quite a 
distance from each other and from the original line. The instructions of the Surveyor Gen'l. 
require Mr. Briggs to tie his sections to the boundary line and as there are three boundary lines, 
much time is lost in going to some known point and retracing the old line over mountains and 
through canyons. The difficulties are increased by the destruction of bearing trees and the 
encroachment of settlers who dispute every inch of the way. Mr. Briggs, however, has 
succeeded in finding here and there stumps, some of them in settlers fields, and by laying them 
open finding B.T. plainly preserved, to the wonder of the Indians and disgust of intruders. One 
allotment in T35N, R3E B.M. cost the Survey 4 days of hard work, owing to the rugged 
character of the region and the difficulties already mentioned. There are many allotments which 
took two and three days to survey out. Added to this has been the numerous and trying errors 
discovered in the first survey and the reservation having been a dumping ground for all outside 
errors. These, when found, are reported to the Surveyor General and his instructions awaited. 
The difficulties are far more than either the Surveyor or I anticipated. I sent a diagram of the 
manner in which the Boise Meridian strikes the Clearwater River on the North and South shore 
enclosed in my letter of July 19. Since then instructions have been received from the Surveyor 
Gen'l. touching this grave error, which will take many days to cany out So strange a piece of 
work, involving so much difficulty requires the most careful investigation. I have been figuring 
up with the Surveyor the time lost out of our estimated days of field work, according to my letter 
of April 4, and we have lost over a month on account of the old surveys. To run 4 miles a day in 
this country is about all the men can do that, as against the usual 11 miles a day, shows the nature 
of the country. Take the allotments and land along the river there, the section lines require 
chaining up a steep bank 2000 ft. for every mile where the men must go on hands and knees and 
often through brush that has to be hacked to get through it. The rivers, both the Clearwater and 
North Fork, have to be meandered on both sides, so that to run out a little home of 56 acres of 
bottom land costs much time and labor. 

I have gone thus into detail because of the difficulties which beset me in reference to the estimate 
made in April and that the Office may be fully informed in the matter. This unexpected delay 
has been disadvantageous to the Surveyor who based his plans on my estimate of April 4 and had 
taken a contract from the Surveyor General for State Survey and fully expected to be away from 
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here before now. He however will finish this work which has already cost so much labor, but to 
do so more money is needed. 

There remains to be allotted 161 persons. 

The number on my registry has risen from 1848 reported June 3 to 1884. The number of 
completed allotments, 1723. There is considerable new Survey to be made North of the 
Clearwater in Township 37, Range 1 E. and Ranges 1, 2, and 3 West, B.M. including the 
meandering of the river. This does not include the extra work required to verify the condition of 
the Boise Meridian and some other errors. To complete the work the Surveyor estimates that the 
force will be needed until about Sept. 15. He will later do a few days of work in adjusting a few 
lines which must be changed. Writing out his field notes will occupy about 30 or 35 days. This 
leases the funds as follows: 

Appropriation granted in accordance with estimate Apr. 4 

Paid Surveyor for field notes (13 Townships) Jan. and Feb. 
" Surveyor and Men for May 
" " " June 

Bal. On hand Survey Fund 

Due Surveyor and men in July 
Required for August 

" " July 
Writing Field Notes 

On hand 
Amount required 

$ 1500 

408.00 
368.00 
412.00 

1188.00 
1500 

$312 

400 
432 
300 
250 

1382 
1070 

I respectfully submit the forgoing statement and ask that funds be appropriated to meet this 
urgency in the Survey and allotments of Nez Perce Indians. 
§ 

Ft. Lapwai, Idaho (30742) 
Aug. 15, 1892 

Dear Gen' 1 Morgan, 

Pardon a hasty line, but I want to ask you if you will please delay any use of a report that Agent 
Robbins may make of the fact that he succeeded in committing my work man, Timothy Ryan, for 
trial upon the charge of selling whisky to Indians. This act of Agt. Robbins is done to invalidate 
Ryan's testimony against him. Ryan does not use liquor. He is innocent of the charge. The 
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witnesses were unworthy of credence and the law became a part of the political machine. The 
conduct of the U.S. Dep. Marshall was extraordinary and the Idaho ring, of which Mr. Robbins is 
a tool, had the whole matter in hand. Robbins did "dirty work" in Moscow for Dubois. He was 
efficient in raising the vote of the vicinity, some 1000 to 1200 over the entire number of 
inhabitants. His reward for this feat was the office of Indian Agent. He is a Dubois man and 
some of the best Republicans fear that this state must go Democratic to break this ring. I 
mention this because you should know first what holds this unworthy man in your service here. 

It has made Miss Gay ill, all we have gone through. I am very sorry I permitted Ryan to testify 
before Spl. Agt. Leonard. Ryan is a very truthful, trusting, honest, simple man. Just the man to 
be made the prey of wicked persons. He doesn't know how to get away from the snares set for 
him. It is a pitiful case. I will send you a summary of facts in a few days for your information. 
Nothing can save Ryan but the removal of Robbins and it looks as though the machine needed 
Robbins for the elections-God help the right. 

As to California, Miss Gay must go East to look after some personal matters and I may ask to be 
allowed to return to Washington first and if demanded pay my way back to California, or else I 
may ask to return at my own expense. I need to personally explain my work and report. I will 
however, write of this officially. My love to Mrs. Morgan. Keep well and God bless you. 

Your friend, 
A.C. Fletcher 

The penalty for the offense with which Ryan is charged is very heavy, one or two years in prison 
and heavy fine. Ryan has on this[?] already used up all his wages. He is a poor laborer. 

FI. Lapwai, Idaho (30860) 
Aug. 16, 1892 

1 
Your letter of August marked "L" asking me about how soon I could go to Klamath River 
California to make allotments came by my last mail. 

I expect to close field work on or about Sept. first, there will remain various matters to adjust and 
I must get my final report in shape. So that I do not trust to my memory for necessary data this 
will occupy a considerable part of September (I may have to go to the Southeastern part of the 
reservation again, to secure relinquishments of rights here in favor of Umatilla, sending for 
Indians has so far failed to secure them). It will therefore be about October before I could leave 
here. Mr. Belt told me that the Office desired to adjust the Indians upon Klamath River as soon 
as possible and as the rainy season sets in about November, there would be little time for field 
work this Fall. The allotment here should have closed early in July, and but for the unforeseen 
difficulties already reported, I should have been free before the close of July to take up the other 
task. 

In view of the lateness of the date when I shall be able to leave here, and of certain personal 
business matters which have unexpectedly arisen and will demand my attention later on, it does 
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not seem expedient, however much I desire to do so, to undertake any new field work this Fall. 
I greatly regret the untoward circumstances that have prevented my canying out this season your 
plans for California and sincerely hope that no serious inconvenience will be the result. 
§ 

August 16, 1892 (30888) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
,r 
As the work of surveying and allotment stands at present, I expect to discharge my field men, all 
but the Surveyor, about Sept. 1. I have determined to lose no more time on errors and 
complications caused by the old survey. Many of these will have to be attended to later. I have 
discovered this fact, that large errors in the survey North of the reservation have been thrown in 
on the reservation. Section corners, which if they had ever been built upon the ground would 
have fallen quite a distance South of the reservation line, and north of that line on the field notes 
of the Idaho Land Office, and fractions are said to exist between the said section comers and the 
Thompson Survey of the reservation line. As a result of these erroneous field notes, the 
government has issued patents for land that does not exist and some men have fields and 
improvements from a few rods to a quarter of a mile or more South of the reservation line. 
Strangely enough, the Surveyor who made these mistakes set his comers on the Thompson line 
which is clearly marked and well known to the Indians and some of the oldest settlers. 

The following are some of the men holding patents for land that does not exist according to 
description. 

John Crabb 
- Nypest 

- Turtlen 
- Dobbins 

- Clark 
French Pete 

The country is quite rough and several days were lost in going outside the reservation to secure 
that this state of affairs was true. I did not have the entire intrusion of each man measured so that 
I cannot send you fuller details. I did induce the Indians not to take any of this disputed land. 
Many of the men who own the reputed fraction along the reservation did not know the 
reservation line. A considerable part of this land was well timbered and the best of the timber 
has been cut and sold by these men. Some of the owners are not on the land which they hold for 
investment. 

I send a copy of a diagram drawn by the Surveyor, showing the [?] of the work under the 
instructions from the Land Office at Boise City. I fear that the [? ?] will not be approved and 
that the work may have to be done over. I have tried to arrange the allotments so that any 
changes made in the future will not seriously affect the allottees; they saw the lines that they did 
not run straight and it was explained to them why and that the lines might be changed in the 
future. 

When I left camp 1780 allotments were completed. Several of my allottees have relinquished 
their lands here and gone to Umatilla 

My duties have been increased and my work hindered by the persecution of my best field hand, 
Timothy Ryan, whom the Agent has arrested upon false evidence for selling or giving liquor to 
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Indians. Ryan is a temperate man and uses no liquor; he unfortunately was witness to the 
Agent's conduct with certain Indians and at Spl. Agt. Leonard's request gave his testimony. 
Agent Robbins then said he would punish Ryan and at the preliminary trial evidence as to the 
character and credibility of witnesses was ruled out by the court and the defense crippled. I 
know the evidence. I was present for a time in the court and saw the methods. It is difficult to 
secure honest service under conditions such as exist here. 
§ 

Aug. 17, 1892 (30889) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
,r 
Will you kindly inform me of your decision concerning the continuance of Mr. Fountain as 
Station keeper at what is known as White's Station. Spl. Agt. Leonard reported upon this Station 
I believe. There is a competent woman, Jane Silcott, the wife of a white man, John Silcott, who 
has lived off the reservation for the most of her life, and is a tidy housekeeper, so I am informed. 
Mrs. Jane Silcott has the means to purchase at a reasonable rate such improvements as Mr. 
Fountain can properly sell and she will be able to accommodate such of the traveling public as 
may pass that way. The Stage does not pass this station. Jane Silcott desires this place for her 
allotment. Spl. Agt. Parker reported upon her application for this place made in open council, I 
believe. I await your decision in reference to their allotment. 
§ 

Aug. 17, 1892 (30890) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
,r 
May I ask for instructions relative to the allotment of the so-called Craig claim in T35N, R3W. 
By reference to my letter of May 26, 1892 in which I enclosed the application of Fitch Phinney 
to have his allotment upon the land where he had always lived and by referring to my letter of 
July 13, addressed to Spl. Agent Jas. A. Leonard, which he said he wished to forward in 
connection with his report upon the case of Mr. Caldwell, you will see the state of the land and 
that I am awaiting the approval of the department before notifying the allottees to take 
possession. I am closing up the work here and it is necessary that I know at once whether these 
allotments will be allowed to stand. 
§ 

Aug. 20, 1892 (31172) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
1 
Your letter of July 29 marked "Land" asking my opinion as to the desirability of at once opening 
negotiations with the Nez Perce Indians for the cession of their surplus land was missent to 
Johnson, Washington and has just reached me. 

It is my opinion that negotiations had better begin as soon as possible. The more intelligent 
portion of the tribe know that cession is inevitable and while many of the tribe are absent from 
the reservation during the Fall, still a delay until the spring would he detrimental to the best 
interests of the tribe. The sooner these Indians are merged into the people of the state the better 
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it will be for them, looking at their future in its broad sense, and I trust that trusty men will be 
speedily sent to lay the matter before the Nez Perce Indians. 
§ 

Aug. 20, 1892 (31173) 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho , 
In view of the probability that speedy negotiations for the cession of the surplus land upon this 
reservation will be entered upon, I would respectfully request that I be allowed to bring all my 
material for my final report-field notes and plats-to Washington without waiting to arrange 
and prepare them here, in order that the Department may be as rapidly as possible placed in 
possession of any information [?] for the negotiation of the sale of land here. Field work is 
drawing to a close. I am using all efforts to that end and in spite of hindrances look to a speedy 
termination. 
§ 

Aug. 30, 1892 (31174) 
Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
I shall need one hundred more schedule sheets, at least, to enter all the allotments I have made. I 
have asked permission to return and complete the sheets and final report in Washington. If this 
request is granted, it will not be necessary to send the schedule sheets, but if I am to remain here 
and enter up all my field work I shall need the sheets at once. 
§ 

Sept. 5, 1892 (33360) 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
,r 
Your notice of Aug. 19 informing me of certain exceptions to my 4th Quarter 1892 Accounts is 
received. I regret that the pressure of my work in closing the allotment on this reservation has 
prevented me from going to Lewiston to swear to a "Report of Employees" and correct the 
clerical error made in my Report upon the services of James Maxwell. 

The other matters I will attend to and mail as soon as I can take a day for the journey. I regret 
this delay, as well as the mistakes. My accounts were made in Camp in the midst of many 
difficulties and much confusion. 
§ 

Sept. 7, 1892 (33478) 
Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
If the funds estimated for the expenses of the allotment and survey of the Nez Perce Reservation 
for the First Quarter 1893 have not yet been sent to the First National Bank, Portland, Oregon, 
may I ask the favor that they be placed to my credit at the U.S. Treasury, Washington, as I leave 
here next week my work being almost completed. 
§ 
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Sept. 13, 1892 (34158) 
Nez Perce Agency 
,r 
I have the honor to report that the field work of allotting these Indians is competed. No one 
entitled to land here is omitted, who wishes to take his or her allotment on this reservation. 
There are a number of Nez Perce Indians who prefer to live where they are married on the 
Flathead, the Colville, the Umatilla reservations and among the Spokane and Coeur d'Alene 
Indians. I have taken every means in my power to secure every rightful claimant and to have 
every allottee see his corners. This has often been impossible owing to personal disinclinations 
on the part of the allottee. Out of the 1908 allotments, nearly all have received the personal 
supervision of the adult allottee or some near relative. The Surveyor has left. I retain James 
Stuart until the 23rd (?) to obtain certain infonnation and send it to me, rather than take two long 
journeys myself and so delay my departure and final completion of my work. 
§ 

October 8, 1892 (36371) 
Washington, D.C. 
,r 
I respectfully request to be granted leave of absence without pay for seven days beginning Oct. 
11 for the purpose of attending the Mohawk Conference. 
§ 

November 30, 1892 ( 42680) 
Washington, D. C. , 
I am today in receipt of communication from the 2nd Auditor of the U.S. Treasury enclosing the 
following disallowance and for services rendered at this office after my return from the field in 
December 1891: 

December 1891, 11 days (Voucher 1, 2nd quarter, 1892) 
January 1892, 21 days 
February 1892, 9 days; 30 days (Voucher 1, 3rd quarter, 1892) 
April 1892, 4 days prior to departure for Idaho (Voucher l, 4th quarter, 1892) 

$ 88.00 

240.00 
32.00 

As during the time disallowed I was engaged upon reports on the work among the Nez Perces 
called for by the office, the preparing of schedules of allotments made, and of the registry of the 
tribe, and other necessary clerical work connected with the allotment of the Nez Perce Indians, 
with the knowledge and approval of this office, I should respectfully request that the Second 
Auditor be informed of that fact that I may be relieved of the charge of having wrongfully 
claimed pay for services. 
§ 

December 21, 1892 (45423) 
Washington, D.C. , 
I have today completed the schedule of 1700 out of the 1908 allotments made to the Nez Perce 
Indians of Idaho. These 1700 allotments are located upon the Survey made in 1872, and that 
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made during the recent allotment, the field notes and plats of which are now being examined in 
the Land Office. As I cannot make the final comparison of these 1700 allotments until the plats 
of the recent survey are received from the Land Office, and, as I desire to save expense to the 
Allotment fund, I ask permission to take leave without pay until the new plats are received; this 
will save time and money to the Office. 

The remaining 209 allotments cannot be written out upon the schedule sheets at present because 
the field notes of the Survey covering them are not yet completed. 

I desire to thank the Office for the efficient aid granted me during the past six weeks. Mr. 
Conser has proved to be an accurate and rapid clerk in the difficult and intricate task now so 
nearly completed. 

It seems proper to add that since my return I have made several Special Reports, some of them 
occupying considerable time, and also a complete transcript of my registry of the tribe containing 
the entire 1908 allotments. This latter is contained in a large volume and covers over 400 folio 
pages and is now in the possession of the Commission negotiating for the purchase of unalloted 
lands on the Nez Perce Reservation, Idaho. 
§ 
Please address me to 214 First S.E., Washington D. C. when the plats arrive from the Land 
Office. 

1889-1892 Letters to Frederic W. Putnam 

May 20, 1889 
Washington, D. C. 
,rsmith 
Am just off for the Nez Perce Agency, Idaho. Anything so addressed will reach me. Mr. 
LaFlesche will send the mats which cover the frame of the tent. 
§ 

August 2, 1889 
Camping in the field 
Nez Perce Reservation, Idaho 
,rPutnam 
Perhaps I have been more disappointed in my life, but I hardly remember to have been than I am 
now. After working day and night and getting within a few weeks work of completing the 
number on Indian Songs so you could have it this summer I was ordered off on short notice and I 
had to go, or lose any chance to boil my pot. It was a very, very hard thing to do. It was to give 
up what I cared most for. I want to honor your friendship and kindness to me, and here I am 
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down in the canyons of the Clearwater, and the rocky steeps that shut me in from all the world, 
seem like the walls of fate about me. Don't give me up. I will get the work done and before 
long, I trust. 

I did not want the Ass. meetings to pass without something from me. I hoped to get material 
here, but I have nothing in proper shape yet al tho I am getting hold of good material. You know 
it talces time. I had with me this alpha-used by the Winnebagos and I intended writing about it 
to you but I have sent it on for the Section if you approve. I think it is worth presenting but if 
you do not I shall [???] my fees. I will write Francis to send them. I am guessing at your address 
in sending this on to Toronto. 

There is much of interest here which I could tell you. I find a people who have been sorely put 
upon, and annoyed and I am as usual between two, the Indian on one hand, and the greed of the 
whites on the other. I shall save the people, give them a chance, and I trust open the way for 
some to wider fields of usefulness. One fine fellow I mean to educate for the law. I speak as tho 
I had the money, but I am sure I shall find it somewhere. 

It is strange to find so many myths here that I knew East of the Mts. but I think they have 
become known to these peoples from the Dakotas. War captives on both sides have diffused the 
stories. I will write in a few days again. I send an Indian on horseback in the mountains to catch 
a weekly mail that passes some 20 miles from here. I am in the wilderness 100 miles from 
anywhere. Remember me to all my friends and greetings to the Section. I wish I could be 
present and hear and learn. My love to Mrs. Putnam and believe me my dear Professor. 
§ 
My Ms. has all the[?] of the camp on it which[??]. I can't give a title to the article. 

August 17, 1889 
In the field, Nez Perce Reservation 
,r Smith 
Can it be possible that my letter to you written before I left Washington failed to reach you. I am 
suspicious that this may be the fact because the "North Star" came in a round-about way from the 
Museum to me here. 

Well here I am camping and moving in and out of canyons and gulches-over mountains and 
living for days and weeks where no white man comes and where the mail station is sometimes 
one hundred miles away. I never was more isolated but for all that I am quite well and happy 
and hard at work. I have some material and look for more in the Ethnological line. 

By the way, word has just reached me that the box containing the sacred pole of the Omaha was 
shipped to the Museum some months ago. I will try and find out the date of shipment so that if it 
has not reached you it can be traced. I sincerely hope nothing has happened to it en route. Will 
you drop me a line telling me if it has arrived at the Museum. 

I am going to have the Nez Perce make me the model of one of their old-time houses-it is 
different from any other tribe and will be interesting. Do you know whether the Museum has 
any specimens of the weaving of this people as shown in bags? They have very pretty bags 
which they use in packing their grains to market, the bags hold about a half bushel and these are 
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tied on the horses back and sides. My friend Miss Gay is with me and she has taken several 
photographs. Some of the people threshing by houses and the women winnowing in baskets held 
high over their heads. They use a hide to haul the grains from where it is cut to the threshing 
floor. Loads are tied from the [?] over the load and then the tail is hitched to the saddle and away 
the load goes. The people are very poor, but industrious and they have no wagons or carts for 
farming. 

I thought I had seen a good deal of the agency system and its Evil effects but my experience here 
transcends all other observations. It is [?] beyond words. 

I don't know how long I shall be here this fall it will depend upon the weather-and the work
but I do hope to see the Museum by and by. 

I hope you are well this summer. I often think of you and always affectionately. 
§ 

September 20, 1889 
Nez Perce Agency, Idaho 
,rPutnam 
It seems about hopeless to reach you from the midst of these Mountains and Canyons and yet I 
have tried and cannot resist the desire to try again. I want you to let me unburden my heart to 
you for I never have had to bear a keener disappointment than has come to me this summer. I 
refer to my unfinished Ms. over which I worked every moment I had the opportunity and 
strength to do so. You may not have received my letters telling you how I was hurried away here 
and not given a day's grace even. I had to obey or lose my position and unfortunately I have to 
boil the pot. So instead of having a [?-?] or so which would have put my Ms. in training so I 
could have completed that part which was to be published away from Francis I was obliged to 
pack it up and cross the continent a saddened woman. I cannot tell you how chagrined I have felt 
at such a return for your patient cordial friendship. I have had to fight against sore 
disappointment. In order not to seem a total ingrate I rise before day to catch the spare moments 
to write an article for the Ass. I sent one upon the alphabet adopted by the Winnebagos in writing 
their language and directed it to you at Toronto. I sent it August 3. I suppose it reached Toronto 
about the 15th of August. I did not know the date of the meeting and I had to send when I could 
as I was moving camp and going where there was no chance of outside communication. I hope 
the article reached you safely and commended itself to you. It went burdened with many sad 
thoughts as well as sincere good wishes. 

Pardon my writing so much about myself. I have heretofore kept still but I have at last yielded to 
my [?] and told you. 

My work here has been very difficult. I have had about everything to contend with. The Indians 
were totally unprepared for my arrival, they did not believe that I was really the Allotting Agent 
but some one in league with the white people to rob them of their land. Fortunately some of the 
young men and women had been off the reservation at school, had met me and knew of me. 
These youth were my only leverage. I have had to placate and convince the Indians. They even 
stopped my surveyor and forbade any of the Indians working with me or for me and attempted to 
literally freeze me out. It took a good deal of diplomacy to get things straightened and make any 
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headway. But I have conquered. I have nearly 500 registered and several thousand acres allotted 
and I think I have now the confidence of nearly all the tribe. I have certainly made several 
friends. The outsiders, white men, are all on the [?] about this reservation. "The Opening of the 
Reservation" has been the theme of the local newspaper for the past months and as nearly all the 
men here abouts are more or less embarrassed financially they are very anxious to get new 
settlers here to buy them out with solid cash and to "open up the country." This is a[??], Camas 
Prairie is a green circular valley hedged in by mountains cut up by canyons, and when the first 
settlers were here the country was covered with rich bunchgrass. The stock prospered but the 
farms proved nearly a failure. The crops would not ripen and the frosts in midsummer killed the 
gardens-except in favored localities and the result is the present [? ?] condition particularly 
since the Res. grass is all eaten off. The Gov't has been misinformed as to the quality of the land 
thinking it all agricultural and I have been obliged to call attention to the true state of affairs. 
This has frightened the boomers and some of the inferior politicians. Meetings have been held 
and I am followed about as I grade the land and allot the Indians by persons who declare they 
shall "look after the interest of the settlers" i.e. see that I do not give too much land to the 
Indians. Grading the country as grazing for the Severalty Act gives an Indian twice as much 
grazing as agricultural land. I am freely told the Inds. have no right to land and ought to be 
forced to stay in the rocky canyons and leave the good land for white men. I am fortunate in my 
surveyor who is honest and capable and he says "It's a God-send the Gov't sent you Miss F. A 
white man would have to listen to the politicians and the Indians would be nowhere." 

So I have my hands full. I am in tent life nearly all the time. When I am outside of my tent it is 
going on walks down canyons and looking in at nearly every acre. I do not mean that any honest 
fault shall be found with my work. I wish I had time to write you and Mrs. Putnam about the 
picturesque side of the work but the Surveyor waits and I must stop and to climbing again. 

My love to Mrs. Putnam and may God bless you and keep you. 
§ 

October 15, 1889 
In Camp S. Fork Clearwater Nez Perce Res. Idaho 
,r Smith 
Your letter of Sept. 3 reached me a short time since following me around the mountains to my 
camp. I wonder what you would think if you should see the straw floor, the little conical sheet 
iron stove which dries the tent and keeps out the cold, the baking powder box which holds my 
papers and writing materials. The camp make shifts in every land. I can fancy your surprise, but 
inside is not as interesting as outside. From my tent door you look to the East over benches of 
land which lie like [?], deep canyons being in each side but these you could not see, only a little 
fringe, the tops of trees marking the place where the bottom drops out. The horizon is bounded 
by Mountains, those in the far distance being covered with snow. They are the Bitterroot Mnts., 
a spur of the Rockies. To the west you would see the steep side of the canyon which lies 
between [? ?] and every plateau. A queer out look but full of beauty. To the north you can look 
up the course of the S. Fork of the Clearwater and where the Clearwater comes in at the Forks. 
The mist hanging on the Mts., the dusk light and shadows are all a continuous [?] of[?]. But this 
getting about is the bother. Such climbs, such trails, such [? ? ?] and a precipice below [?], it 
sometimes taxes my pluck to go over these places but so far I have succeeded. 
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I am delighted to know that the sacred pole is safe and sound. From a letter I just rec'd from Mr. 
Newell I judge Prof. Putnam is in Cambridge. I have written him twice but he is very busy I 
know. There is one question I should be much obliged if you would ask him and send me a 
postal containing the ans. I will not ask too much of your time. Will you please ask Prof. 
Putnam if he rec'd the paper I wrote for the Toronto meeting upon a phonetic alphabet in use 
among the Winnebagos. And if he did, what became of it [?] I am desirous to know the fate of 
that paper. 

You cannot imagine how disappointed I was not to get my Ms. ready this winter. I must 
continue my allotment work as late as the weather will allow me to remain and work. You 
cannot ever estimate my desire to see "the Shop." My sincere regards to Prof. Putnam and Mrs. 
Putnam. Greetings to Mr. Cran. not forgetting Mr. Chick and for yourself the best of good 
wishes for your health and work. 
§ 

August 20, 1890 
Mt Idaho, Idaho 
,r Putnam 
Yours of Aug. 12 came in last night's mail and I hasten to send you my thanks for the long and 
kind letter. I hardly know how to thank you properly but shall hope to do some things for you in 
the future which may show my appreciation of all you have done in my behalf. Yes, I think Mrs. 
Thaw will fund the Fellowship, if she lives, as I trust she will, and I shall do my best to get her to 
make it a permanent Fund. I think she will. I hardly think she will retract having so far [????] 
and entertaining the idea of donating something to Harvard. It makes me feel a little 
embarrassed to think of any thing being arranged simply for me, for the work should not depend 
upon a single life, but be a permanent opportunity for[?] and applied knowledge. 

You have been most thoughtful and considerate in every line of your suggestions to Mrs. Thaw 
and I can never tell you how I appreciate it all. 

I am lingering here a day longer to get a little more out of Miss McBeth's Ms. so that I can do 
more intelligent work among the Indians. I shall hope to keep well, for that is essential to getting 
material for future work and also to get my Gov't work thro. As soon as matters are settled, I 
think it would be best for me to write personally to Commiss. Morgan; with whom I am on very 
friendly terms to tell him that I must close my work here early this season in order to return East 
and write. It has occurred to me that if you decide to have me work up Miss McBeth' s material I 
might get the Gov't to send me here to do the little that will remain in the field and so save 
expense in getting here and going about. I don't know as I could but I think it just possible, 
perhaps probable. 

Did I write you that there is a place about 2 or 300 miles from here where upon the precipitous 
rocky walls bordering a lake there are pictures in color? I learned of this thro a queer fellow who 
told me how to get there. As yet no one seems to have explored the region. 

We shall go to Kamiah Valley tomorrow and in a few days to digging. I shall get an old woman 
who is very bright to camp with me and tell me stories of the past. I am a good deal bothered to 
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get at the organization of these people. As yet I can't find any union nor any distinct clans but 
there must be something of the latter buried up some where. 

Love to Mrs. Putnam and[?]. With grateful hearty[?]. 
§ 
Miss Gay sends greetings she is delighted at the turn of affair. 

September 28, I 890 
Ft. I..apwai, Idaho 
,r Putnam 
Here we are quite on the brink of civilization we think after our long journey of over one 
hundred miles across canyons and trails, mountains and prairie. Here I found my mail of nearly 
a month and some matters I desire to lay before you. 

First my work here: I do not know that it will be in the power of my endeavors to finish this 
allotment this fall. I feel that honor and justice demand that I finish these reservations and it has 
occurred to me to suggest this plan to you. As soon as you notify me that matters are definitely 
arranged with Mrs. Thaw I will at once write to Commiss. Morgan, tell him I shall leave the 
Service, but will complete this allotment which it would be difficult for another to take up, but 
ask permission to return East at once and come back here for a few months next year to close up. 
I think when he knows what duty lies before me with you he will consent. Every thing with this 
Gov't takes time and I shall therefore need to know as soon as possible in order to get East in 
time to do some things before winter. 

Second: If possible I want to stop in Nebraska and do a little digging. November will not be too 
late and I can get some good work in a week or so with a couple of Omaha friends in the old 
village Lile. So I want to get in Early for this reason. 

Third: An Omaha struck by lightening was buried after the custom of such circumstances and 
Francis has arranged to have him dug up, if you say so. The man died in 1876 or 1877 and F. 
wants to know whether his bones will be likely to be of use that is, presumed in good condition, 
etc. and if you would want the entire skeleton. We know the history of the man. 

Fourth: I have gathered some material here aside from that of which I wrote you a month ago, 
Miss McBeth' s, and from that letter I have yet no word. I have determined, in view of the 
possibility of my return here next year, not to try the gramophone until I have trained my self to 
its use in the East. Also not to try to explore the painted rocks in Washington, but put all the 
time in the Omaha work instead. 

I hope I have not lost any letter. I've been in the depths of the wilderness and my mail uncertain 
at times. 

I hope you received my letter written from Mt. Idaho under date Aug I 8. 

God bless you. Love to Mrs. Putnam. Ever yours. 
§ 



Oct. 27, 1890 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
1Putnam 
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A telegram from Acting Commiss. Belt has just come permitting me to report in person in 
Washington. This lets the Government pay my way in. I shall start as soon as I can get ready, it 
may be on Friday, that is the time I am trying for. If the weather is suitable I shall stop to dig a 
little in Nebraska but I fear it is too late in the season. I can't [?] get. Mrs. May [??] has invited 
me to speak in Indianapolis and if I can meet the wishes of the Committee I will do so. I shall 
also spend a day with Mrs. Thaw in Pittsburgh and then go on to Washington as fast as trains can 
carry me. I shall of course devote all my time to the Century work and get ready as fast as I can. 

It seems to me that it will be expedient for me to attend the Annual meeting of the Folk Lore 
Society in New York the last of Nov-and if you think well of it I shall try to do so. 

The first thing to do is to get the Ms. ready and submit the material to you. I feel very anxious to 
have some more archeological information concerning the Omaha, but if I can't get it I must do 
what I can I suppose. 

I had a very pleasant letter from Mrs. Thaw. I am glad she has modified her feeling toward 
Harvard. And I can't tell you how grateful I am to you as well as to Mrs. Thaw. 

Mrs. Thaw wrote of your kindness to her son. 

Miss Gay sends her cordial regards and I send my hearty greeting and love to you and Mrs. 
Putnam. 

God bless you both. 
§ 
Shall be in my old quarters-Temple Hotel, Washington, D.C. 

April 4, 1891 
on the train 
1Putnam 
A trouble has arisen concerning the Nez Perce lands and I have to meet the officials of the Land 
Office on Tuesday so I can't go on to Cambridge as I had planned. I am [? ? ? ?] and shall be in 
Washington Monday[?]. I very much regret going west without seeing you ....... . 

[remaining four page letter is illegible] 

April 10, 1891 
Enroute Chicago 
1Putnam 
Your letter came just as I was starting. Miss Gay was ill and could not go to Cambridge. She is 
better and we have just met and now are off for Idaho by the Northern Pacific ... 

[remaining 12 page letter is illegible] 
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Apr. 29, 1891 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
,rPutnam 
I enclose Prof. Fillmore's article for the Century. You will see that he has made it more popular 
and interesting to the general reader while he has held to the scientific[?]. It seems to me that a 
note and [?] he added as to what he means by the "Harvard Report." He means the Monograph 
on Indian Music which will D. V. [?] be ready to issue as soon as the Century Article is out. You 
will have all the Ms. this season. Prof. F. will have his work all done by Sept. Francis visits him 
this summer and I mean to have Prof. F. go to the Res. if I can accomplish it. He shall know as 
much as possible at first hand and [?] my work to the utmost. 

I hope Francis talked fully[?] about the[?] site at[?] Falls and his proposed visit there and read 
you Mr. Pettigrew's paper. He showed you the water colors my friend Miss Parke had made and 
the pictures of the use of color made by Egyptians so very like the feeling of the Indians and now 
I wait to know whether I had better try to get one color page in the Century to [????]-if you 
think it worth while. 

I have been quite ill in bed. Am better and will soon send you a Century Article. It is hard work 
to write with no quiet or [?] surroundings, but it can be done of course. 

I wait to hear too of your plans for Chicago and what I can do. It is hard to gather old time 
things here or to get them made, the arts are about dead. 

My love to Mrs. Putnam. Greeting to Miss Smith and the shop. 
§ 
All music proof must go to Prof. Fillmore after proof of my article to me. Prof. F. is a graduate 
of [Oberlin], a college [? ?], one time Prof. at Ripon College, author of History of Pianoforte 
Music and other books on hannony, a trained musical scholar of the[??]. 

May 5, 1891 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
,rPutnam 
After my arrival here I felt ill and was confined to my bed several days but am once more up and 
at work. I am pushing ahead on my Century Articles. It is difficult owing to the constant 
interruptions, but I shall get on. 

While you were in Washington did Francis show you the watercolor drawings of Indian 
ornamentation exemplifying the use of color? And did he tum to the page upon Egyptian 
decorations in the [?] of Art and let you compare the Indian and Egyptian sense and feeling in 
color? The resemblance is very striking and it seemed to me might be worth illustrating-there 
are other subtle relations of thought and ideals between the two peoples. How much I shall dare 
venture to say in the absence of all books I can't tell yet but I shall certainly mention the likeness 
and would like to go into the subject a little. As it will take so long to wait for your reply I will 
not delay asking Francis to send the illustrations to me and then I will use them or not as you 
direct. It would require a color page to do the matter justice and the Century might not care to 
take the expense. 
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Can you ascertain what kind of shell is that which is with the Sacred tent of War. Whether fresh 
or salt water? Shall I not mention it in my article just what it is? I do not know that an attractive 
picture could be made Of the Sacred tent of War belongings but it might be well to have them 
photographed for we shall need the picture in the Monograph. 

I shall probably send you more than one Century Article next time for I shall at once push the [?] 
to completion. I doubt if I can cover all the ground I had hoped to do, but trust that I may be 
allowed a single article or two later when I can bring out some points I fear will not now be 
presented. 

I anxiously await a letter from you telling me what you want of me and your plans for me. I 
need to shape my course to meet your wishes and matters are constantly arising regarding to the 
future and I do not know how to decide. 

Don't over work. Hope you saw Dr. Sheldon Jackson and that he can help you. 

Love to Mrs. Putnam. Greetings to the Shop. 
§ 

May 19, 1891 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
1Putnam 
I hope the enclosed "Nascent Art" article will meet with your approval. I have done my best. I 
have rewritten it since I came here. Making the third time I have pulled this article to pieces and 
built it up again. 

I shall go right on with the one upon Hunting and do all I can to keep up with the publications. 
Francis writes me that Mr. Cartaign' s illustration for the 2nd article are very fine. I am glad. It is 
too bad that I am so far away from the Century. I would like to have been near at hand and 
attended to every detail personally. The proof of the first article has come and gone back and 
from the marks on the proofl think the article will appear in the July number. 

I have not yet learned whether the Sun dance will occur among the Poncas in the Indian Terr'y, I 
think I will write to the Agent and find out. If the Sun dance comes off then it may be well, if 
you agree, for Prof. Fillmore to go there with a phonograph and take down the music so that a 
complete monograph can be written of that dance to go with your collection. I wrote you from 
St. Paul about Prof. Fillmore and I wait to hear from you before I say any thing further to Prof. F. 
It is quite cold here but good weather for head work. Miss Gay and I are counting on getting a 
good deal done. As soon as the type written copy of the monograph on music comes I will look 
it over and send it to you. I do not know whether you saw Mrs. Thaw or not. I hope she will 
help publish it. 

My love to Mrs. Putnam and cordial greeting to "the Shop." I have a multitude of letters and 
writing to get off in the mail tomorrow. It is not every day I can send. 

Please take the best of care of yourself. 
§ 
If you can think of a better name than Nascent Art-please change it. 
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May 22, 1891 
Ft. ~pwai, Idaho 
,r Putnam 
Thanks for your welcome letter of the 13, rec'd last evening. My mail is irregular as it is a forty 
mile journey to and from the post office. 

I hope in a few days to receive the photographs inadvertently left in Washington and then I shall 
send you two of the Articles which are completed. I shall get them all done soon I hope. The 
task is difficult owing to interruptions. Sometimes I can't get a chance to write more than a 
sentence at a time. This makes it hard work, but I shall complete it. I feel hopeful the past few 
days as I am better and getting stronger since my illness. I will take care but sometimes I think I 
can do so little that it is hardly worth while. 

Yes, Prof. Fillmore is much interested. He considers the music quite a discovery and of much 
scientific value as well as throwing light on the Evolution of Music historically. He will give a 
fine Monograph for the Omaha work. He proposes to prepare an Album and is doing much to 
interest musicians. You know I want some of this music given orchestrally at Chicago in '93. 

As to Sioux Falls, the site had best wait There are Omaha traditions connected with an old 
village there where they cut the pole. [?] in to a league with the Pawnees and others through the 
ceremonies of the Fellowship pipes and other things were said to be done there. It may pay to 
work there by and by-but time would be needed and training. 

Miss Gay and I will do what we can. I have already started the making of a model of a long tent 
house such as the people used to live in during winter. I will try to gather all I can from this tribe 
and to interest the people in work. Perhaps I can get some of them to contribute to articles. I 
shall try. Today I write to the Winnebago Agency about a bark house. I almost think that the 
bark house should be life size since it is typical of so large a number of Indians. Just as I think 
you should have a skin tent full size. I shall write about that to a Black-foot Indian. A very 
interesting lady whom I think I can interest and whose brother might help you considerably. Her 
name is Miss Clarke. As to the Earth lodge, I wish that could be life size, but it would be 
cumbersome perhaps. It is however so unique a dwelling and could contain so much of interest 
and be made a sort of museum in itself, as weapons, robes, utensils and so many articles of home 
life could be gathered in it. [?] it would be picturesque and if well built, would last for many 
years, with care. 

I shall secure the roots eaten by the Nez Perce the flour cakes etc. so that you can have that 
complete. 

Dr. Boas' work interests me much. If you can send me the system of measurements you wish 
taken I will, if you desire it, do what I can here and Francis can do something on his home visit 
this summer. Of course you have a uniform method of doing the work so as to render 
comparison easy and [?]. I hope this great labor of yours will [?] to your reputation and do you 
ever so much good and the Museum too. Your Division is tremendous in its scope. Let me beg 
of you not to over tax yourself, not to hazard your valuable life, and to break yourself down. I 
am anxious for you, knowing as I do what a worker you are and how self sacrificing. 
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Yes the money came safely. I thought I acknowledged it. Pardon the oversight. I shall close my 
work here as rapidly as possible. There is a great deal to do and I fear it will not be possible to 
reach Washington by the 19th. I wish I could be present. Sometimes I am tempted to ask leave 
of absence and go on. I will see if that can be possible. I would like to send a paper but I may 
not be able to write it. 

I have been selected an Honorary and Corresponding Member of the Woman's Branch of 
World's Congress [?] Auxiliary of the Columbian Exposition [?]. I have accepted, but I don't 
see any thing for me to do. I don't believe in trying to disintegrate work according to sex, but 
many do. 

My love to Mrs. Putnam. Greetings to Miss Smith. With best of wishes and words of caution 
for your health. 
§ 
Do you know any thing of Bell's system of writing languages. Melville Bell's Powell's alphabet 
is very troublesome and unsatisfactory. 

June 5, 1891 
Ft Lapwai, Idaho 
,rPutnam 
I send you by this mail the Ms. for two Articles. Part IV, The Home. Part V, Nascent Art. 

The illustrations for the Article on the Home are not complete. No. 10 is missing but will be 
forwarded to you in a few days. 

I have done my best with these articles and written Part V over three times. I am satisfied fairly 
with the Ms. as I send it. I hope you will be pleased. I have kept to my own discoveries and 
have not drawn upon others. This I have done in all my work that it might be a new contribution. 
I hope all will satisfy you. 

I feel anxious that the figure pictures should be preserved in their true [?] and I hope that the 
copy right will be all right, we don't want others using them. 

The Messenger waits. I will write later of this and other matters. I did not like to keep the Ms. 
longer waiting for the photographs. 

With love to your home circle. 
§ 

June 7, 1891 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
,rPutnam 
When I sent off the Ms. of Parts 4 and 5 for the Century I had only time for a hurried note telling 
that they had started and that one illustration was missing. Since then I have rec'd Dr. Fewkes 
work and enclosed please find a letter which if you approve please hand him. As to Mr. 
Gilman' s work, I am at a loss to understand why he made such a queer choice of methods. He 
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refuses to write the music in scales and yet one must play them in scales. He shows no rhythm. 
In fact one must know something of Indian music to work out his notation and retranslate it, a 
needless job since he could have done it at first. It strikes me as the work of a young man with 
out [?] or if he has them has not the rhythm to express them. It also shows me that unless the 
large[?] is[?] one can't get the drum beat nor the[?] so that the music can be transcribed from 
the phonograph just as it sounds. In the end the music has to be written out by some competent 
person, so that as far as musical scale and musical form is concerned the phonograph is 
secondary. Its primary value is to give the vocal sounds and these are essential only in language. 
Music pitch and quality of tone in the singing of the songs is secondary. It is curious but hardly 
more since the integrity of [?] is always preserved. I feel since reading the essay that nothing has 
been forestalled. The music is not readable nor is ''the content" discussed so that until it is all 
worked over technically on the one hand, and with an inner knowledge of the meaning on the 
other nothing but more curious material has been gained. 

Dear Prof. Putnam I have been much troubled in my mind because I did not see you before I left. 
It looked selfish and unkind. It was neither. I had worked so hard I was breaking down, more [?] 
I was in a squeeze. I had to leave at once for the field or get into trouble with the Dept. Gen. 
Morgan was away ill and the office in charge was a martinet. I could get no leeway from him. I 
tried. I know all you have done for me in every way and I never forget it. I know how driven 
you are and I feel ashamed to send the articles for you to read, but as they in a degree represent 
the Museum I don't like them to go without your sanction. I send the missing illustration. Don't 
over work. Love to Mrs. Putnam. God bless and keep you. 
§ 

June 20, 1891 
Ft. Lapwai,ldaho 
,I Putnam 
As to the Earth-lodge for Chicago. An old one with the blackened roof poles would be quite 
picturesque but I fear it could not be well tom down or reset, but Francis who is going to 
Nebraska in July can ascertain. A new one can be built. If you decide on that, the cheapest in 
the long run would be to have the poles, willows and grass all cut on the reservation-shipped to 
Chicago and there set up by an Indian. The sod for the outside could be obtained near Chicago. 
Would not '92 be time enough to build it? I want care taken to get the sod with the wild flowers 
so that the outside can be in bloom in 1893 and look natural and pretty. If you can drop a line to 
Francis by July 10th to Bancroft, Neb. (he leaves on the 4th -goes to Prof. Fillmore for a few 
days and then takes Prof. F. to the reservation to verify some of my musical work). Francis can 
find out about old lodges and building a new one and look out for a trusty work man reporting to 
you-and to me. I want to save you any trouble and to have the work well and cheaply done. 

A[?] man waits to take this to the P.O. so please excuse[?]. 

Love to all. 
§ 



June 22, 1891 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
1Putnam 
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I've the card showing the registered packages containing the Century Articles are in your hand. I 
hope you are pleased. I always fear lest I do not do as you wish. 

I've secured from one of the oldest and most remarkable men of the Nez Perce tribe a map on 
which he has drawn all the Nez Perce Country and created all the villages of the tribe, 77 or 78 
of them (I forget which without referring to my notes). I've the names of these villages and 
many curious items. If you think well of it shall I prepare an account of this map and send Ms. 
and map to you to be read and shown at the A.A.A.S. I want the map to go to the Museum 
eventually. I shall send a photograph of the old Indian who drew the map. I have tested its 
accuracy with several old Indians. This is the first time the villages etc. of this tribe have been 
gained and I've also the inside history of the four men who went to St. Louis for teachers in 
1832, those whom Catlin painted. I can make a very interesting article when I can get at Catlin's 
work and contract or supplement his story. 

I thought I would like to send something to the [?] Ass. and this map is both interesting and 
valuable. Later I will place beside it one of our maps and show the same rivers etc. I've all the 
Nez Perce names of the rivers on the map. 

If you approve will you tell me where and how to send it. I don't want any one but the Museum 
to get it to keep. 

Don't over work. 

Love to Mrs. Putnam. Greetings to the Shop. 
§ 

July 13, 1891 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
1Putnam 
I have word from Agent Ashley of the Winnebagos that he can get a mat wigwam for ten dollars. 
The Indians think it must be shipped already set up, but I think it can be managed differently. A 
Winnebago will contribute a bark house, if you will pay his expenses to Chicago and he would 
take the house and set it up. I think this same Indian could be induced to set up the mat house 
too. When I hear from you regarding this offer I will write to Agent Ashley. I have asked him to 
try and pick up blankets, etc. I don't know, but I fancied you might exhibit the hand work of the 
people in their houses. Setting the articles around just as the Indians keep them in their houses. 

I've not yet heard [?] the skin tent but may any day. I wrote to Francis to find out about the 
Earth lodge and shall know some thing concerning that work before long. I am a little uncertain 
whether you want a model of the long mat house of the Nez Perce or a life-size specimen. It is 
going to be difficult to obtain either for the people have not used such dwellings for 15 or 20 
years and only the older folk can make the mats and set up the long tent. I can, I think, do it, 
after I have seen it set up here. 
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I have a letter from Prof. Franz Boas about contributing to the Hand Book ofN. A. Mythology. I 
have written asking his plan, the scope, etc. before I can promise to do the Sioux. I think I can 
promise the Nez Perce, but I want to know what is intended by the Hand Book. 

I have only two, or possibly three, more of the Century Articles to send. I have been very 
heavily pressed lately or not very strong so that I've not had time or power for much extra work. 
I am anxious to know if the articles I mailed some time since suited you. 

I rec'd the Report and Mrs. Nuttall's paper. I want to write her my congratulations. I wish I 
could do as well as she does. Miss Gay consoles me by saying I am building up the people I 
study and that I know is true and I also am aware it takes much time [?], and strength. 

My love to Mrs. Putnam and greetings to the Museum. 
§ 

August 6, 1891 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
1 
I was made glad by your letter of the 25th. It was very very kind of you to reply by your own 
hand so fully. I appreciate it highly. 

I mail with this a paper for the Ass. It is in two parts. The first is the paper, the second the 
legend of the map. The first is a summary of the second altho there is much in the second not 
found in the first, particularly in details. I send the map. I've made a tracing of the important 
portion of it for my future work here. I hope the paper will please you. It is all new, no one I 
think has ever gained this information. I have here a field to myself. You will see I have learned 
some thing of this tribe and I have much more I could add, but I do not wish to be too lengthy. I 
send my only copy. I have no time to make another, I am sorry to send a Ms. that is not clean 
and clear, but I am so closely occupied that I can't do any writing except at catch moments and it 
would take me days to copy and delay too long. I should like the paper published so as to hold 
my material. I know it can go, or I suppose it can, in the Proceedings, but perhaps it would be 
best in some periodical-Folk Lore, Antiquarian, or some other [?] journal. I am a little inclined 
to think so. I leave it all to you to decide. I have several myths gathered and folk tales and am 
trying to work into the old religion but every thing is very elementary compared with the 
Omahas and other Eastern tribes. I think I shall be able to make quite a monograph by and by 
but it would have to include this paper, which is fundamental. I wish with all my heart I could be 
in Washington for the meetings. It is a keen disappointment in many ways, but I cannot have 
that indulgence. 

Dear Prof. Putnam believe me I will hurry all I can, but I must finish. Just when I can leave I do 
not know, but I shall strain every nerve to get thro by winter. I am sorry, but I don't believe it is 
in human possibility to go East in October. I am literally building up this people and putting on a 
firm basis some good institutions. I have the confidence now of the best men in the tribe. The 
teacher and good officials are very friendly, and the Government backs me most cordially. All 
this holds me here to a thorough finishing. There is another aspect of my enforced stay. I can 
get about over the country at Gov't expense and see and learn things which would cost far more 
than I could meet, were I not in the Gov't Employ. My scientific work is not going to suffer and 
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I shall, I think, be more useful by this [?] experience. I will be ready to help you and will do so 
with all my might. 

Don't be anxious. I have been working too hard and worrying over the Century Articles, but I' II 
send another before long and get them all done one of these days. I was troubled lest you were 
not pleased with what I had done. You do not say any thing and I accept silence as approval. I 
worked hard to make them fit for you. Miss Gay puts the breaks on and reads me lectures and is 
good as she can be. I'll be all right. Mrs. Thaw offers to send me a phonograph and I'm inclined 
to try it. Shall I [?]. I think the Omaha work will be good. I know now that the music is fully 
covered and not one bit of thunder has been stolen by the Hemengway volume. I feel very happy 
about that work and indeed I am not troubled any more about Mr. Dorsey's getting things into 
print first. He has his point of view and I mine and it does not hurt either of us, but helps 
science. 

I'll keep my eyes open about the Exposition. Francis has secured an earth lodge. [?] can take it 
down and put it up at Chicago. As to a family to live in it, I have a notion that a Pawnee family 
might do best. The Earth lodge is said to be the old structure used by the Pani: [sic] and I think 
that thro Francis I might get a Pawnee family. Still all this is merely a suggestion. I am hoping 
to get the skin tent. They are hard to find. I think we shall be all right about the Winnebago bark 
and mat house. Since 16 families or more lived in them, [?] the [?] women who dwelt in a 
separate structure. Don't you think this had better be by model? Could there not be an 
instructive series of long houses in models? The Nez Perce, the Iroquois, those of the Southern 
Indians and the Algonquin group? 

I've a very kind letter from Dr. Boas, a set of instruments and a number of blanks. I shall begin 
at once to coax Indians to be measured. It will be hard sometimes I fancy. Do you want only 
full bloods or shall I take some mixed bloods to those persistence [?] of type. I recall a family of 
4 or 5 [?]. It would be interesting to find the type, particularly as I can in this[?] I think, get the 
Mother, a full blood. 

There is a world to tell you, but I haven't any more time just now and must wait. I am so glad 
you are off for a rest at the sea and then you will get tired in March and then drive like a [?] 
regardless of consequence on your Western trip, but pray be careful, for on your [?] depends so 
much of the success at Chicago. It will do much for you and the Museum. I am very sony about 
Mr. Misthrop I think I may venture to send him a line. 

God bless and keep you safely. 
§ 

Ft. Lapwai 
Nov. 11, 1891 
,r Putnam 
It must seem strange to you that I have been so silent during all these weeks, months they have 
grown to but I believe you know me well enough to trust me that there were good reasons. I 
have been working harder than ever before in my life to push this work to a conclusion. I have 
until within a few days been living in a tent, in the midst of storm and frost and with plenty of 
discomfort all to drive to the end. I wanted to see that end before I should speak or plan, for my 
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honor is involved in getting this done. I dare not resign until it is completed. I will not bore you 
with all I have fought thro, but I have had the worst struggle of my life. I never met such greed. 
Such a determination to rob a people, as I have found here in Idaho. One would think these 
Indians hardly have a right to live, and not a right to possess their land. There has been a running 
fight upon me, because I am determined to do justice and give these Indians a chance. I have not 
had any one here to help me, but every one to oppose me. The Indians cling to me like children, 
and I must and will protect them. The continuous fight on me has delayed the work, increased its 
difficulty and so occupied my time that I have been able to do almost nothing else beside. I 
cannot tell you the harassment of mind this has caused. I wanted to complete my Century 
Articles, to gather legends, to make measurements, all of which I could have done but for the 
disturbances a lot of unprincipled men have been able to make. I have been distressed beyond 
words at all this and mainly because I felt I was disappointing you, but I had here a plain duty to 
perform, a trust to fulfill not only to the Government, but to the Indians who had faith that I 
could and would protect them. Well, Professor, I am getting thro. If the sun will only shine so 
that the Surveyor can use his solar instrument for the next month all will be done. A compass is 
useless here, the needle hugs the plate and will not point, there is so much metal in the 
mountains. If the sun does not shine I shall have to return for a few weeks next spring and finish 
up. I wish to avoid this return if possible. 

In my last mail came the enclosed letter from Commiss. Morgan (I send a copy). I have written 
him that I could not ans. until I had word from you. I said "I do not know why I should be 
embarrassed in serving the Ind. Dept. Of course I do not know your plans as to an Ind. Exhibit 
Prof P.' s [?] as far as I know it deals with the Ind. as a race, their race development which of 
necessity would preclude any thing borrowed from our race. He [? ? ?] the people ethnically and 
to make his showing of them [? ?] will give their portrait untouched or unmodified by conditions 
which have been forced upon them. The Ind. Dept., so it seems to me, will take up this picture 
where Prof. P. leaves it and set forth the power of adaptability possessed by the Indians and the 
modification obtained from the cultivation of new ideas and the development which follows the 
Acceptance of Civilization. I cannot see why the two exhibits should not complement rather 
than rival each other." 

You will see Gen. M's offer is hardly an offer but it seems that perhaps I could help you if I had 
this position. I do not know your plans for me and I await your word. I am working for a [?] of 
this tribe. 

Love to Mrs. Putnam. I wish I could have been with you on the 28th. With sincere wishes for 
your welfare. 
§ 

Nov. 28, 1891 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
1Putnam 
A letter from Commiss. Morgan rec'd yesterday sounds as tho. he thought I had positively 
accepted his offer to work on the Deparbnent Indian Exhibit, where as I said I could not without 
knowing your plans for me. Bear in mind I belong first to you to do as you direct. I thought I 
could perhaps, by doing the Gov't work, save you expense and look after some matters for you 
and the Museum. I am ready to accede to any thing you and Commiss. Morgan agree upon. I 
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shall try to meet you and him in Chicago on Monday, Dec. 14. Shall telegraph Commiss. 
Morgan to know the exact date of his stay in Chicago. 

God bless you. 
§ 

Nov. 28, 1891 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
,I Putnam 
For fear that my letter of even date addressed to Chicago may not reach you I send this to the 
Museum. 

Commiss. Morgan's letter of Nov. 20 just rec'd seems to intimate that I accepted his proposal to 
work for the Dept. Indian Exhibit, where as I deferred the matter to your decision. I sent you the 
substance of the Commis.' letter or a copy, I forget which, and quoted my reply. I have today 
written Commiss. Morgan that I will try and meet him in Chicago where he expects to meet you. 
He leaves Washington about Dec. 10 or 12, he writes, and will stop at The Auditorium. I will 
aim to be there Monday Dec. 14, earlier if possible, and, as I wrote to Commiss., what ever you 
and he agree to I will accede. I thought that if I were under Gov't pay I could save you expense 
and help you and the Museum as at the time I was doing that work. Please [?] Prof. Putnam that 
I hold myself at your command. I have been working with all my might, rising at 5 am. and 
working hours before daylight to get thro here and leave this work honorably accomplished. I 
shall bring things pretty well together when I start. 

Love to Mrs. Putnam. Cordial greeting to Miss Smith. I've no word yet of the Reception which 
was a success I have no doubt. 

Please don't kill yourself working. 

God keep you safely. 
§ 

Dec. 4, 1891 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
1Putnam 
It is too bad to take up your time with my affairs, but I am so bothered about the Indian 
Commiss. for fear you may think I have taken on myself to decide matters regarding his 
propositions touching the Exhibit of the Indian Dept. I have a telegram from him and expect to 
meet him in Chicago Tuesday, Dec. 15 and I hope you are to be there. Shall I accept or not and 
with whom can he consult in reference to the Exhibit and to whom shall I go if I am to take hold 
of the business. I mean by going, from whom can I learn about space and the detail of your 
plans. If I do work for the Commiss. I want the Gov't work to help yours. 

I am doing all I can here for an Exhibit. I have the promise of a set of the roots used by the 
people in the order of their growth and use. This to show forth the native foods as well as to 
have a supply of the meats, deer, Elk, fish, etc. I suppose the latter will have to be some sort of 
cure on ace 't of flies, smell, etc. 
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It is snow all about me and I rather dread the journey over these grades, out of these canyons, but 
all the same I must go. I shall leave my work in good shape and so that it can be closed with 
little loss of time. 

I am distressed that I can't get the quiet [?] to write. I am up writing by camp light, before day 
even, otherwise I could not get a chance and I have been working every night for a long time 
back platting my field work. The Indians crowd every moment in the day. I shall devote myself 
to writing on my return and clean up my literary debts. I've done my utmost, that is all I can say, 
but I know I have disappointed you and that grieves me, for you are so generous and good. 

Love to Mrs. Putnam. I hope you are both well and not over burdened. 
§ 
Please telegraph me to the Auditorium (if you are not to be in Chicago) whether I shall accept 
Commiss. Morgan's offer and whom I am to connect with in Chicago. Telegraph at my expense. 
I meet Commiss. Morgan at the Auditorium where he will stay. 

June 27, 1892 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
1Putnam 
In the midst of your pressing cares I feel almost ashamed to bother you with my affairs but I am 
at a loss with out your direction. If you will answer these questions I will try and be quiet a good 
while. 

I have the return registry card to know that my Article on Nascent Art reached Cambridge and I 
hope met your approval and that of the Century. The Article on Hunting is finished. Shall I send 
it to Cambridge, or where? The next one will be on War. Did you determine what kind of shell 
the Omaha War shell was [?] I shall need to know. 

The monograph on Music is copied by type writer. Where shall I send it? Mrs. Thaw is in 
Europe until Aug. 31. I think she could be induced to help forward its publication, but if it will 
help to speed the matter use the $500 you have and if Mrs. Thaw takes hold that nest egg can be 
returned to serve some future purpose. 

The plan for Prof. Fillmore to take down the Sun Dance Songs in Ind. Terr'y has come to naught. 
Francis or I could have managed it, but as the Agent said there was to be nothing of the kind 
Prof. Fillmore could get no help from the Agent. Prof F. writes he can give one month, August, 
for field work. If I can manage to get some men to promise to sing for him are there any funds to 
pay his expenses here? If there are any and you will let me know how Prof. F. is to draw for his 
expenses and I can open the way then he can do some work here. 

The Century [?] in Sept. and they are taking much care in the matter of illustration. Francis 
supervises all the drawing. The picture on the Pipe Ceremonies, Mr. Fraser and Mr. Buel write 
are remarkable, and Francis says they are perfect. Francis had a hard time keeping the artist in 
hand, but the result is now the [?] and surprise of every one. Francis is taking much pains and 
doing good work. The Century want the Articles right along, and I shall work as fast as I can. 
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Is it too late for the[?] Article? I've had a very hard time here and long to get away. Shall send 
Prof. Boas 100 measurements in a few days. 

Love to Mrs. Putnam and pray be very careful of yourself. 
§ 

July 8, 1892 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
,r Smith 
I am greatly troubled about Prof. Putnam. I can't get a word from him and I fear he is over 
worked and ill. I don't want to bother him, but still I do need one word from him about Prof. 
Fillmore's work. Whether he can or cannot come here and take down Nez Perce music and ifhe 
can how he is to get the money for his expenses. 

I shall send by registered mail my monograph on Omaha Music in a day or two, if I do not hear. 
I am going far off to camp and I do not dare to leave it here or take it. 

I hope you are well. 

My love to Mrs. Putnam and with sincere wishes for the good Prof. and greeting to the Shop. 
§ 

July 13, 1892 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
,rPutnam 
As I am going into the wilderness I must send the Monograph on Omaha Indian Music to you at 
once with out waiting to hear from you. I put a page in the package wherein I wrote the 
dedication to Mrs. Thaw. If you do not like it or wish to change it, do so. 

The Monograph contains my part, Mr. Fillmore's critical paper, and 93 songs in all. It represents 
much work and as I went over it I was not ashamed of it. If you are pleased I shall be content. 
As to the title page I leave it to you. 

I hope to hear from you about Prof. Fillmore coming here for a week or two and taking down 
Nez Perce Music. 

I am nearly used up. I have such a hard time here, but I shall soon push thro. 

Love to Mrs. Putnam. Please take care of yourself. 
§ 
I sent Monographs by registered mail. 

July 31, 1892 
S. Fork Clearwater River 
Nez Perce Res., Idaho 
,rPutnam 
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What with the intense heat ther. [thermometer] rising to 110 and 120 and all the troubles that 
assail me here, I am not sure that I have answered you as I should concerning some matters. I 
sent the measurements taken here to Prof. F. Boas at Clark University by registered mail and 
asked where I should send the instruments. There were 90 odd measurements. Had I had less 
trouble here I could have taken many myself, but as I was circumstanced I was obliged to turn 
them over to the principal teacher and take what he could get in school. The Agent here has been 
investigated and found guilty of almost every crime. He swears vengeance on me and attributes 
all his trouble (being found out) to me. He has done his best to stir up the Indians and the white 
settlers against me. One of his little performances this year was to tell the stock men he must 
have $800 to pay seventeen Indians I had "incited." The money was raised, but the investigation 
took place before it was paid over and the Spl. Agt. said he would inform the stock men of the 
fraud. One man sold all his cattle at $12 a head fearing they would be killed by the Indians I had 
stirred up! I shall be thro field work the next month and be ready to leave in Sept. I hope. I shall 
be glad to get away. Before I go I will see to the exhibit I had started the Ind. to make, models, 
etc. and as to Prof. Fillmore, no word yet as to funds and the time is at hand when he could do 
field work. The weather is so intensely hot that I fear he could not endure the climate and the 
Indians will soon [?] to the mountains and be gone "until the snow flies." I hope to get more 
myths to complete my Nez Perce chapter. 

I want to tell you how troubled I am at my failures. First, not getting more measurements for Dr. 
Boas. Second, not getting more of the Nez Perce myths-they are hard to get-and putting them 
in shape for Dr. Boas. Third, not doing my full duty concerning correspondence and forming 
Folk Lore Branches. 

The facts are that I have had more to do than I could accomplish and my strength is not what it 
once was. I have had to cry halt once in a while. Miss Gay is getting to be imperative and says 
"I must stop." 

You never told me whether you approved Nascent Art. Did I make the subject as you wanted it? 
Was the paper better than the first? How do you like "Hunting?" I shall go at the ''war" as soon 
as I can get under cover. Tenting with the ther. at 100, 110, 120 makes head work impossible. 

Love to Mrs. Putnam. I wish I was to be at A.A.A.S. Don't kill yourself, you are much more 
than Expositions or Ass. Mrs. P. will agree to that. Greeting to the Museum. I hope [?] and 
Alice are well. 
§ 
Prof. S. [??] has offered to exhibit at Madison my writings in Anthropology. I will try and get 
my [?] papers bound and Senate Report. I wrote him I did not think the Monograph on Omaha 
Music would be out in time. I wrote Mrs. Thaw about the monograph and said funds were 
wanted as usual. I hope she will take the hint. 

Aug. 5, 1892 
In Camp Nez Perce Res., Idaho 
,rPutnam 
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Your receipt of the Monograph has reached me and you have the Hunting Article from Francis. 
He writes me of one or two mistakes I made in the ceremonial and I would like to correct them. 
Can't I do it in galley proof? It may require the insertion of a few sentences and a very few 
changes in the text. If it can't be done in galley, I will try to do it from my rough and send you 
the sheets; my[?] is at Ft. Lapwai. I shall reach there in a few days called[?] unexpectedly. 

It is intensely hot and I can't work extra hours so can't write just now on Articles. 

I have a note from the Arch Editors saying the Nascent Art is interesting and improved. 

I hope you are well and Mrs. Putnam to whom, love. 

Francis has taken Mr. [? ?] Smith to the Omaha Res. to make sketches for the Articles. 

Miss Gay sends greetings. 
§ 
The check is A.A.A.S. dues for Francis and self. 

Sunday Sept 11, 1892 
Ft. Lapwai, Idaho 
,rPutnam 
In the midst of packing I pause to tell you I am through here-1908 allotments. Hard work, but 
final accomplishments. I am very tired, but I shall have some rest I trust. I have the report of 
this work to make out and the goodbye to all this task. 

The Exhibit, of a model of the old-time house, the foods of the people, roots [??] made from 
them, dried fish, dried meats, [??] and costumes is in the hands of James Stewart. Many of the 
articles are ready, made by the Indians and he will work hard to have every thing ready in the 
early winter. As soon as it is ready he will ship it to Chicago. I should be glad if he could go on 
and set it up for I want him to make a model of an alsoetas, th~ place where the young unmarried 
women stayed during the winter camps and that must be [?????] in Chicago. The labels have not 
come so I can't send the anthropometrical instruments, but if you will please send m~ some 
labels to 214 First St. S. E., Washington, D.C. I will send them to Miss McBeth who will put 
them on the packages of the anthropometrical instruments and see that they are sent to Chicago. 

As soon as I get home I will write you more in detail, this is to let you know that I start and that 
this is my last Gov't task. I may have to do a little for the Omahas and Winnebagos, but no more 
Gov'twork. 

Pray take care of your self and [??] work. Love to Mrs. Putnam. No I did not receive an 
invitation to~ opening. I fear[?] I can't afford to come. I should be in Washington Sept. 21 
or 22. We start friday the 13th. 

God keep you safely. 
§ 


