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PLINY EARLE GODDARD 

H E  sudden death of Pliny Earle Goddard on July 12, 1928, 
after an illness of long standing of whose presence he and 
his friends were unaware, removed from American anthro- 

pology one of its most vivid personalities. 
Goddard was born November 24, 1869, at  Lewiston, Maine. 

He was the fourth of seven children of Charles W. and Elmira 
Nichols Goddard. His boyhood was lived a t  Durham, where his 
father was market gardener, florist, and Friend minister. H e  
entered Oak Grove Seminary a t  Vassalboro, which his parents 
and sisters had attended before him, but transferred with the prin- 
cipal to Oakwood Seminary in Union Springs, New York, till 
1889, when he graduated to enter Earlham College in Indiana. 
Both in school and college Goddard largely supported himself. 
His Earlham training included a thorough old-fashioned course 
in Latin and Greek. He graduated in 1892. 

Then followed a series of principalships: Rich Square Academy 
a t  Lewisville, Indiana, 1892-3; Lowell Institute, Lowell, Kansas, 
1893-5; public school a t  Sulphur Springs, Indiana, 1895-6. He 
married Alice Rockwell of Palmyra, Michigan, on December 28, 
1893. These early years were a period of trials and poverty. 
The Lowell Institute was a newly founded Friends’ boarding 
school, which could pay its head only a percentage of tuition fees 
instead of a salary, and had the misfortune to open in a farming 
community in a year of economic disaster. The winter of 1896-7 
was one of particular penury, and Goddard worked at  any open- 
ing to keep his family’s head above water. In  the intervals of 
enforced idleness he began to read on the American Indians, and 
in March, 1897, went to Hoopa, California, as lay missionary for 
the Woman’s Indian Aid Association, an inter-denominational 
organization of Philadelphia. There was no road into Hoopa 
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then; Mrs. Goddard had never ridden; and Goddard piloted her 
and carried his seventeen months old daughter Myra on horse- 
back over the two days’ trail through a snowstorm. 

Hoopa proved a respite. Living conditions, though rude, were 
not uncomfortable; and there was peace. Goddard’s informal, 
simple, direct ways won the affection of the Indians; and their 
life, still largely unspoiled from native days, engaged his interest. 
He set himself not only to note their customs but to record the 
language systematically, acquiring also a fair speaking knowl- 
edge of it. More and more the plan grew in him to make ethnology 
his life work; but he was without formal training or professional 
connections and Hoopa was remote. The turning point came 
with a brief visit by Stewart Culin, who was collecting games. 
To him Goddard confided his ambitions; and received encourage- 
ment. In the summer of 1900, the venture was made. The little 
family, now including a second girl, Emma, rode out of Hoopa, 
Mrs. Coddard and the children to return temporarily to her 
Michigan home, he to attempt to gain a foothold at  the University 
of California. 

In Berkeley, Goddard entered as a graduate student of Lin- 
guistics under Benjamin Ide Wheeler, then newly President and 
still free to teach. His courage as well as mind won Wheeler’s 
quick sympathies, and a University scholarship came to his aid. 
I t  was during this first year in Berkeley that Life artd Culture of 
the EIupa was essentially completed-a work conceived and exe- 
cuted in isolation and manifesting all Goddard’s special genius 
as ethnologist and writer in purest form. In sheer quality i t  is 
not surpassed by any of his later works from the period of pro- 
fessional status and experience. He laid a t  the same time the 
foundations of his Hupn Texts and Morphology of the Hupa Lan- 
guage. 

At this time Anthropology was not yet established but was 
being considered at  the University. On the organization of a 
Department under the support of Phoebe A.  Hearst in September, 
1901, President Wheeler saw to it that Goddard received an in- 
structorship. Here, at  the age of 32, there had arrived for the 
first time a stable opportunity to work as a scholar and to live; 
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and the family reassembled. By 1902 they ventured on the ac- 
quisition of a house; in 1904 Goddard took his doctorate under 
Wheeler; and in 1906 he became Assistant Professor. Three 
further children followed: Pliny Jr., David, and Mildred. These 
were peaceful years, devoted primarily to research, with long field 
trips. Teaching load was nominal a t  first, and never became so 
onerous as to lose its stimulus. Characteristically, Goddard began 
by teaching what he knew a t  first hand, the ethnology and lan- 
guages of the California Athapascans; but by 1909 he had gradually 
expanded his instruction to include a general course on Ethnol- 
ogy which had secured a following of some hundred and thirty 
students-at that time an unprecedented number. 

Life and Culture of the Hupa brilliantly initiated the Univer- 
sity's series of publications in 1903, to be followed by Hupa Texts 
in 1904, Morphology in 1905, Phonology in 1907. These three set 
a new standard of completeness for treatment of a native American 
language. The University had acquired the Rousselot phonet'c 
apparatus for Goddard, who utilized it patiently to present the 
phonological aspects of Hupa, and subsequently of Kato, in the 
same detail as their structure and vocabulary. The editing of a 
manuscript of Navaho prayers left by Washington Matthews 
took Goddard into the Southwest; and he visited the Apache and 
Sarsi. 

Anthropology a t  California a t  this time was passing from pri- 
vate to state support and seemed temporarily in the doldrums; 
so when in 1909 the American Museum of Natural History 
offered an Assistant Curatorship, Goddard somewhat regretfully 
left the surroundings which had grown congenial, for greater 
opportunities. The move to New York proved crucial. I t  in- 
jected him into new lines of work, wider activities, and personal 
contacts which were to make him a factor in the upbuilding of 
American Anthropology in which until then he had participated 
chiefly locally and through his personal studies. Typically, the 
opening came late, a t  forty. 

Within a year, he was made Associate Curator, and in 1914 
Curator of Ethnology, serving a t  various times as Acting Curator 
of the Division of Anthropology. Beginning in 1915, he was 
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Lecturer in Anthropology a t  Columbia University. He was 
Editor of the AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGIST from 1915 to 1920; and 
founder and co-editor with Franz Boas of the International Jour- 
nal of Ameriran Linguistics, since 1917. He served a t  various 
times on the council or as officer of the American Anthropological 
Association, the American Folk-Lore Society, and the American 
Ethnological Society. At the time of his death he was Secretary 
of the Committee on Organization of the Twenty-third Inter- 
national Congress of Americanists. 

In  the American Museum, Goddard quickly developed an inter- 
est new to him until then: in collections and exhibits. He threw 
much energy into the improvement of the display halls in his 
charge, and those devoted to the Northwest and Southwest were 
painstakingly and lovingly reinstalled under his personal super- 
vision. An outgrowth of this work was the preparation of hand- 
books on these areas: Indians of tlic Southwest in 1913, Indium 
of the Northzcmt in 1924. These are the first general, authentic 
reviews of all the cultures of the two regions, and Goddard’s 
vivid conceptualization and compact, nervous style served their 
best to render the booklets useful and readable. 

His intensive studies continued to center in the Athapascan 
field. Chipewyan, Beaver, and Sarsi in the North, Jicarilla, San 
Carlos, and White Mountain Apache in the Southwest, all 
yielded collections of texts, supplemented in a number of cases 
by analyses of the languages and studies of the general culture, 
religion, or mythology of the same tribes. In  later years, Goddard 
evinced special interest in several problems of broad bearing, such 
as the classification and genetic relation of languages, the history 
of the Uto-Aztecan stock, and the antiquity of Man in America. 

In general, however, Goddard’s deepest interests were not 
abstractly theoretical. His intuitional impulses were stronger than 
his purely intellectual ones; and all his work, especially his best, 
was highly charged with feeling. This feeling demanded concrete 
material to attach itself to, and sought and brought out with 
peculiar effectiveness what may be called its flavors, both cul- 
tural and personal. For Goddard i t  was not a duty but an intense 
satisfaction to secure his data, and so far as possible present them, 
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in the native speech. He did not learn this method from anthro- 
pological precedent, but developed it from within, in his years of 
isolation. Similarly, a culture as such meant much less to him 
than that part of a culture lived and felt by a particular Indian. 
Many of his ethnological accounts are essentially such personal- 
ized renditions from one or two individuals; and between him and 
his informants there always existed a strong bond of affection. 
Analysis per se interested Goddard only slightly, and synthesis 
less. It was the data themselves, in their aura of experience by 
personalities, that drew him and that he reproduced with feli- 
ci tous fidelity. Ethnologic or linguistic study therefore always 
meant to him field work; not so much because this secured new 
or exacter materials, as because it secured the only materials 
really worth while in their livingness. In consequence his publica- 
tions may sometimes be disappointing to those looking for com- 
parative ethnographical data, but never to him who appreciates 
a clean-cut, saturated impression of a culture and the reactions 
of the people who lived in it. Not that Goddard was incapable 
of theoretical thinking. His intellect was keen and quick, his 
critical faculty incisive. I t  was only that he estimated intellec- 
tualism lightly, the human spirit and feelings reverently. To 
him the golden tree of life was green indeed. 

The same impulses animated the man as his works. Above all, 
he craved and gave affection. Where this was thwarted, hostility 
might spring up in its place; but his enmities were frank and 
direct, often disadvantageously unconcealed. When he was free to 
act according to his nature, decisions formed themselves in him with 
immediacy, spontaneity, and undividedly, and he carried them 
out with unhesitating courage. He had his periods of indecision, 
discouragement, or boredom; they came when outer circumstances 
constrained his affective tendencies. Where an issue concerned 
chiefly himself, a sense of futility seemed often to invade him: 
he became half-hearted, non-resistant, sometimes pacifistically 
resigned. He needed a cause to bring out his best; in a cause, his 
eye lit up, the steel in him flashed, and he rejoiced in the clean- 
ness of combat. All his life he was a hero-worshipper: and he 
threw into the worship a quality of heroism of his. own, as well 
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as endless devotion. There flowed in him in these qualities much 
of his ancestral Quakerism, of which even external mannerisms 
persisted as symbols long after he had given up its formal tenets. 
Essentially he remained a Quaker to the end-idealist, devotee 
of the simple in humanity and the direct in relations, martyr if 
necessary. His habits were consistent. He was personally frugal 
to abstemiousness, fond of the homespun in speech and manner, 
distrustful of all incitements from the outer world, little suscepti- 
ble to the esthetic forms of emotion, but sensitively responsive 
to the emotions of living beings. Often almost shy in casual 
company or official relation, he was frankness itself in the con- 
tact of man to man, and then not only at  ease but overflowing 
with playfulness and quite unusyal charm. His wit was pungent 
to bitingness; his fundamental humility unwavering and un- 
abashed; his friendships were loyalties. 
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